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Kuwait ex-minister faces frand diarges 

KUWA^ (R) — Fonner Oil and Rnance Minister Sheikh Ali Khalifa 
Al S»ah IS among five people due to stand trial on Tuesday on 
charges of embezzling public funds, the offidal Kuwait News Attney 
(KUNA) said Sunday. '*Tbe criminal court will look into the ca sf of 
five peiwns, three of whom are Kuwaitis, against whom the general 
prosecution had filed diarges of embezding funds of the Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Company (KOTC),” KUNA said. The report was the fiisi 
dme Sheikh Ali, a member of the ruling Sabah family, has been 
named by any offidal body in connection with the case KUNA 
identiCed the four as: “The former finance and oil minister. Sheikh 
ah Al Khalifa Al Sabah, (fonoer) Financial Manager of the 
forementioned company (KOTC) Nasim Mohsen, a Jo^nian the 
(former) deputy KOTC chairman for financial affairs, Hasan Oaba- 
zard,_ Kuwaiti, and Tim Stafford, a Briton, and the company's 
(former) Chairman Abdul Fatah Al Badr, Kuwaiti — all abroad 
except for the third defendant.” Mr. Oabazard has been in detention 
. in Kuwait since January Iasi year. Sheikh Ali is currently in Kuwait. 
The other three defendants are abroad. 
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South Yemen forces stage manoeuvres 

ADEN (AP) — Amid increasing tension threatening to destroy 
Yemen’s political union, southern military units Sunday staged 
manoeuvres claiming the exercises were in response to northern 
military movements. The south accused President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
a northerner who leads the General People's Congress (GPC), “of 
responsibility* for miliiary escalation.” In Sanaa, the congress dismis- 
the charge. Meanwhile, a committee of parliamentarians and 
tribal chieftains reported it had nearly completed drafting a national 
charter of reeondliaiion which it said it would present to the leaden of 
Yemen's increasipgly fractious north and south on Tuesday. In 
another development. Planning Minister Abdul Karim Al Iryani told 
reporters he had offered to resign to protest Prime Minister Haidar Al 
Atlas' suspension of a national census scheduled for Jan. 21. Mr. 
Iiyani is a northerner and Mr. Atlas is a southerner. “Suspending the 
census represents the pitch of divisioning (the country)," Mr. Iryani 
stated. It was not immediately known whether the prime minister 
would accept Mr. Iryani's resignation. 
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Italian elections 
set for March 27 

ROME (R) — Italy wilt hold 
early general elections on 
March 27, state television 
quoted a government spokes- 
man as saying on Sunday. The 
date was set after President 
Oscar Lui^ Scalfero dissolved 
parliament, which has been 
disgraced by Italy's political 
corruption scandal, and asked 
Prime Minister Caiio Azeglio 
Ciampi to stay in office until 
the landmark polls, (see page 


Juppe in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe arrived in South Africa 
Sonday for a three day visit 
during which he is to hold talks 
with the country's top political 
figures. Mr. Juppe, the first 
French foreign minister to visit 
here in 18 years, will hold talks 
with President Frederik de 
Klerk and his Sooth African 
counterpart Pik Botha before 
touring the Soweto black 
township. On Tuesday, Mr. 
Juppe will meet African 
National Congress President 
Nelson Mandela and the orga- 
nisation’s secretary general, 
Cyril Ramaphosa. 

Salinas offers a mnes ty 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Pres- 
ident Carlos Salinas de Gortari 
urged armed rebels Sunday to 
lay down arms and accept an 
anme^ plan that would cover 
all crimes committed in the 
first two weeks of their in- 
surgracy. Speakine on national 
television, Mr. Salinas said he 
was proposing Icg^lation to 
grant “a ^neral amnesty to all 
the participants in the violent 
acts” from the start of a rebel- 
lion Jan. 1 and concluding at U 
lOrS ift (n \ a.m. (1700 GMT) Sunday. But 
niK-cenJttd^ Mr. Salinas warned that “any 
me :hai cat criminal action against the peo- 
ple or against the Mexican 
army after this period will not 
have the benefit of an amnes- 
ty.” 
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Ahtisaari, Rehn 
to final round 

HELSINKI (AFP) — Social 
Democrat Martti Ahtisaari and 
Defence Minister Elisabeth 
Rehn won through to the 
second round of Finnish pres- 
ident election on Feb. 6, 
aoeording to first round results 
.Sunday. Former U.N. Under- 
secretary General Ahtisaari, 

' v4io oirinion polls from the 

■beginoing of the campaign, 
•won 23.3 per cent of the first 
round poU, election officials 
said, after ^.9 per cent of the 
votes were counted. 

Lebanese sta^ 

protest in Geneva 

GENEVA (AFP) — About 50 
Lebanese mark^ the U.S.- 
Syrian summit here Sunday 
a pi^est against Syrian 
• Israeli occupation of Leba- 
non', corre^>ondents said. The 
protestors ^chered in a city 
' park to remind the world of the 
need for “an immediate with- , 
drawaP’ of Israeli and Syrian 
troops, said a statement from 
the French-based Rally for 
Lebanon. “In faa no just and 
long standing peace in the Mid- 
dle East can be reached as long 
as Lebanon remains occupied 
iind tbt Lel^ese people re- 
main ignored," said the group 
representing Lebanese in 
France and Switzerland. 

Nigerian soldier 
dies in Mogadishu 

■MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
Nigerian corporal serving with 
United Nations forces has died 
iif Somalia's coital Moga- 
di^u, a U.N. spokesman said 
Sunday. Major Chris Budge 
said the corporal, whose name 
was not released, had died “of 
natural causes in his sleep” late 
Saturday, A Somali who en- 
tered a U.S. militaiy base in 
Mogadishu on Satuiwy night 
was arrested, said U.S. spokes- 
man Colonel . Steve Rausch. 
The man was unarmed when 
be was seized inride Sword 
Base, Col. Rausch said. Mean- , 
while Somali miiinamen armed 
with AK-47 assault rifles 
swarmed through Mogadishu’s 
main sports stadium Sunday 
after Pakistani soldiers aban- 
.dpi^'wbat was once their 
biggest base in Mogadishu at 
the stadium. 


Assad declares normal 
ties possible with Israel 

Clinton, after Geneva summit, says Syria ready for peace accord 
Israeli officials respond cautiously to Syrian ieader^s couuneuts 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian President Hafez Ai Assad, 
afier more than five hours of 
talks with U.S. President Bill 
Qinton on Sunday, said nor- 
mal relations with Israel would 
be possible under a peace 
^eement. 

*Tf the leaders of Israel have 
sufficient courage to respond... 
a new era of security and sta- 
bility in which there are normal 
peaceful relations among all 
shall dawn," he told a news 
conference in Geneva. 

Mr. Clinton, speaking after 
Mr. Assad, said: “I believe 
that President Assad has made 
a clear, forthright and very 
important statement on norm^ 
peace relations... the first time 
that there has been a clear 
expression that there will be a 
possibility of that sort of rela- 
tionship." 

“In order to achieve those 
relations, a peace agreement 
has to be negotiated in good 
faith and carried out," he 
added. 

“I would hope that this 
woulc( provoke a positive re- 
sponse in Israel and tiiat then 


“We want the peace of the 
brave, a genuine peace which 
can survive and last," Mr. 
Assad said, adding he wanted 
to see a settlement in 1994. Mr. 
Ointon edioed the call. 

Mr. Clinton cautioned that 
much remained ot be done. He 
said Che two sides had to sort 
out the specifics among them- 
selves and stressed the United 
States could not dictate the 
tenns of an^ settlement. 

The meeting lasted nearly 
three times as long as sche- 
duled. 

U.S. officials said Mr. Clin- 
ton and Mr. Assad met for four 
hours and 25 minutes with 
aides, then had a 15-minute 
break, then met with interpre- 
ters only for the last 50 mi- 
nutes. 

Officials said there was a 
moment of tension in the meet- 
ing when Mr. Qinton brought 
up die Pan Am plane blown up 
over Lockerbie in Scotland in 
1988. Mr. Clinton was 
apparently Crying to make Mr. 
Assad put pressure on Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

The United States at first 


the parties would get toge^r ,1 pointed its finger in tiie tfirec- 


and work these details out," he 
said. 

Prissideur Assad, asked later 
whether nonnal relations in- 
cluded open borders and tour- 
ism, said: "We will respond to 
the requirements of peace and 
you know, of course, that this 
will hinge on the peace nego- 
tiations and is not to be re- 
solved in a press conference.” 

Asked if he would sign a 
peace treaty vrith Israel during 
Mr. Qinton's term in office, 
Mr. Assad, who has now met 
four U.S. presidents, replied: 
“Yes, we are ready to sign 
peace now." 


tion of Syria but later indicted 
two Libyw it says worked for 
Che Libyan secret service. "The 
prerident made it clear this was. 
a very serious issue for us,” the) 
official said. I 

braeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, in reaction to the 
U.S.-Syria summit, said Israel 
was reMy for “brave steps” for 
Nfiddle East peace. 

But be questioned whether 
Damascus was equally pre- 
pmd. 

Mr. Rabio was to ^ve a 
detailed reaction once he was 
brieM by U.S. Middle East 
coordinator Dennis Ross, who 



U,S. Presideiit B31 Cfinton (r^t) and Syrian Presideiit Ebfez 
Al Assad at a jmiit press ooofereoce in Gmva on Sunday (AFP 
photo) 


was due in Israel late Sunday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres praised President 
Assad’s words of peace at the 
summit but said he did not go 
far enough. 

‘The tone was too pc^tive 
to be disappointing, but it was 
too general to be satisfactory,” 
Mr. Peres told journalists. 


“We are not disappointed" 
by Mr. Assad's comments, be 
said. “I appreciate the tone of 
the terms used but they must 
be translated into a more con- 
crete language.” 
hfr. Peres said the govern- 
ment was “not entirely satis- 
fied” because “the details were 
not dearly and distinctly indi- 


cated.” 

Uri Dromi, head of the gov- 
ernment’s press office, com- 
mented: “Assad's statements 
on peace with Israel are a 
positive step, but to know the 
importance of them we'U have 
to know the content of his talks 
with President Qinton." 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin told Israeli Radio 
that the U.S.-Syrian summit in 
Geneva was an “important de- 
velopment" in the search for 
peace. 

“We would have preferred 
Prerident Assad to sp^ expli- 
dtly of normalising ties be- 
tween Syria and Israel, the way 
Prerident Ointon did. But the 
fact that he spoke up for an 
authentic peace is important in 
itself,” be said. 

Israeli radio said in a first 
reaction that the Middle East 
peace process will be given 
“fresh impetus’* by the 
Qiuton-Assad summit. 

Mr. Assad had for the first 
time said the search for a 
“real" peace was a strategic 
option for Syria, it said. 

Esraeli-Syrian peace talks are 
scheduled to resume later this 
month after a four-month sus- 
pension following the signing 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) peace 
deal with the Jewish state. 

Mr. Qinton left Geneva just 
after 6 p.m. (1700 GMT) to 
return to Washington after an 
eight-day European journey, 
in wbi^ be also sought to 
satisfy Eastern European 
countries nervous about Rus- 
sian nationalism and boost 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, Mr. Assad left for Damas- 
cus about 30 minutes later. 

(Continued on page 5) 


3 sentenced to death, 7 given 
stiff jail terms for sedition plot 

Four-month-old trial of ILP activists and students 
ends at State Security Court : verdict appealable 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

MARKA — The State Secur- 
ity Court Sunday handed doira 
three death penuries, three life 
prison terms at hard labour 
and five IS-year prison terms 
after the three-man military 
tribunal found 10 men guilty of 
conspiring to assassinate His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

’Hie verdicts were read out 
by the presiding judge. Col- 
onel Hafiz Amin, in a four- 
hour session, ending a four- 
month trial where the 10 stood 
accused, two in absentia, on 
charges of plotting to kill the 
Kng, to change tSe CoMtitu- 
tion by force and belonging to 
an illegal organisation, the 
Islamic Liberation Party (ILP), 
aiming to topple the regime 
and replace it with an Islamic 
caliphate state. 

Two of the men sentenced to 
death b>' hanging, merchants 
Waleed Shahin and Yousef 
Sabateen, were still at large 
when the court handed down 
the verdict. Ismael Al 
Wabwah, who remained calm 
throughout the trial, stood up 
to hear his death sentence. 

Mr. Wahwah, the -two fugi- 
tives, and preacher Hila! 
Shamout were also found guil- 
ty of belonging to an illegal 
group, the ILP, aiming to 
pie the regime through vio- 
lence. while the rest were 
cleared of the charge. 

Despite insistence by the 
ILP, founded in the West Bank 
in 195L that it did not advo- 
cate violence to topple regim- 


es, the court concluded that 
the group, which did not apply 
for licence under the political 
parties law, believed in using 
violence to change govern- 
ments. Tbe court held the par- 
ty responsible for plotting the 
assassination and the court 
dted leaflets distributed by the 
ILP and sections of the party’s 
political programme as exi- 
denoe proving that the party 
advocated violence to topple 
regiines to be replaced with an 
Islamic state. 

Two ILP leaders, Atta Abu 
Risbta and Baki Khawaldeh, 
were released from detention 
at the General Intelligence De- 
partment (GID) in November 
after being detained for over 
two mon& in an unrelated 
case, but they were not 
diarged. 

While all the 10 accused — 
including five cadets from 
Mu'ta University Soutii of Am- 
man and a member of the 
Royal Escort Unit — were 
found guilty of conspiring to 
kill the Monarch, all of them 
were found innocent of trying 
to change the Constitution due 
to lack of evidence, according 
to Col. Amin. 

The court concluded that 
two of the accused were to 
shoot King Hussein in the head 
during a graduation ceremony 
at Muta University, a military 
academy, in June last year. 
Col. Amin noted that such a 
ronspiracy was punishable by 
death. 

Col. Amin handed down the 
sentences after the three 
judges took turns reading a 


detailed analysis of the pro- 
secution and defence evidence 
and explained how the court 
reached its verdict. 

The judge commuted death 
penalties against Mr. Shamout 
and Mohammad Odeh Askar 
of the Royal Escort Unit to life 
in prison, while death sent- 
ences against cadets Hussein 
Jidi, Basel Zghoul, Ziyad 
Abdallat, Sqleiman Ziyoud 
and Fouad Shdeifot were com- 
muted to IS years at hard 
labour. 

Col. Amin said that th^ 
sentences were commuted be- 
cause the imam, Mr. Askar 
and the five cadets were 
“taken advantage of their 
youth and poverty,” and be- 
cause they did not have pre- 
vious criminal records. 

Most of the defendants 
heard their sentences quietly. 
Some nervously grinned. Mr. 
Jidi told the judge not to 
bother commuting his sent- 
ence, while Mr. Askar made 
inaudible remarks at the 
judges and gestured with his 
hand. 

The court found that the 
confessions made • and signed 
by the eight defendants to Pro- 
secutor Major Mohannad Hi- 
jaa were valid and disregarded 
.claims made by the accused 
that they were tortured into 
signing the conf^ions. 

The suspects alleged that 
they were systematically 
beaten during their three and a 
half month detention at the 


(Contmoed on page 5) 


Self-rule talks to 
reopen a day late 


TABA, Egypt (Agencies) — 
The Urael-Palesiine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
ta/& are to reopen Tuesday, a 
day later than planned, in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
T^a, a Palestinian negotiator 
said here Sunday. 

Hassan Asfour said that the 
negotiations were to be de- 
layed 24 hours lo allow for 
more consultations with the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

Economic negotiations in 
Paris between the PLO and 
Israel, due to open Sunday, 
have also been delayed, said 
the PLO representative to 
France. Leila Shahid. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross was 
expected in Israel late Sunday 
to brief the Jewish state on the 
day’s summit' in Geneva be- 
tween President BUI Clinton of 
the United States and Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad of Syria. 

Egyptian President Hosni. 
Mubarak has sent a message to 
PLO leader Yasser Arafot on 
the seif-nile talks, Palestinian 
ofidais in Tunis said Sunday. 

The chief PLO negotiator, 
Nabif Shaath, delivered the 
message during a meeting of 
the organisation's leadership 
on Satu^ay night, they said, 
without giving details on what 
he called “some progress” in 
the last round of talks, which 
ended Wednesday. 

Security problems still ham- 
per an agreement on the start 
of an Israeli army withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericiio, but the 
Jewish stare is now ofiering 
extra land in the Strip, he said. 

Dr. Shaath said Israel 
agreed to hand over 13.5 
square kilometres of land from 
Jewish settlements, under the 
Sept. 13 accord for limited 
^iestfnian self-rule. 


Mr. Asfour said he expected 
the next round to resume Tues- 
day instead of Monday and to 
last until Friday. 

Meanwhile Israeli army 
radio said the delay was re- 
quested by the Palestinian side 
which said it had not com- 
pleted consultations in Tunis, 
but the radio report did not 
mention a new date. 

Palestinian officials were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. * 

The last round ended' 
Wednesday in Taba with 
agreement on 35 of the 38 
areas of Palestinian civilian 
control. But it saw little prog- 
ress on security issues that in- 
clude the size of Jericho to be 
surrendered by Israel to 
Palestinians, control of inter- 
national bolder crossings con- 
nected to the projected auton- 
omous zones and the defence 
of Jewish settlers. 

Before flying to Tunis Satur- 
day, Dr. Shaath told reporters 
the next round of talks would 
show whether Israel was will- 
ing to pull out of the occupied 
territories or not. 

He accused the Jewish state 
of stalling and of "complicating 
matters" and said it mi^t be 
because they were awaiting the 
-results of the Geneva summit. 

Dr. Shaath also said that 
Israel had a^eed to reduce the 
size of Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Shaath said the Israelis 
presented a new map “on 
which they restore to the 
Palestinians some territory 
which previously had settle- 
ments on it." 

The area of Jewish settle- 
ments in^ Gaza Strip has 


(Cottrinued on page 3i 


Bis Royal Htghiw« Crown Prince Hassan, who returned home 
CitiMiay after a several-day working visit to Britain, is sworn as 
Rffgen* upon his return in the presence of Prime Miidster Abdul 
Salam Majali (second from left). Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi (second from r^t). Lower House 
Speaker Taker A1 Masri (left) and Deputy Prime Minister Ma> 
Abu Nowar (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince, Princess 
Sarvath return home 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their Royal Highnesses Crown .Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath returned home Sunday after a 
several-day working visit to the United Kingdom, where the 
Crown Prince met with British Prime Minister John Major and 
discussed with him the political situation in the region and 
bilateral relations in addition to the situation in the Balkans. 

During his visit. Prince Hassan addressed a conference on 
the economic and business implications of the Arab Israeli 
peace process. 

Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath also participated in the 
meetings of the board of trustees of the Refogees Institute at 
Oxford Universi^. 

Prince Hassan delegated Princess Sarvath to chair the 
meetings of board, which was established in 1981 under he 
Crown Prince's chairmanship. 

The institute deals with the legal, administrative and social 
affairs of refugees. 

Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath were received upon 
arrival Their Royal Highnesses . Prince ' Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein and Ghazi Ben Mohammad, membeis of the Royal 
Family, Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali, the :Speakeis 
of the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid; and senior civil and 
I military officials. 

Shortly after his arrival, the Crown Prince was sworn in as 
Regent. 

In an interview with Jordan Television. Prince Hassan said 
that bis call for peace at the conference on the economic 
implications of the Arab-Israeli peace process was aimed at 
seardiing for a humaniiarian framework for meetings to help 
define the portion of the international community vis-a-vis 
human beings, including refugees, displaced persons, and 
deportees. 

“Unless the humanitarian dimension is developed into a 
global concept it will be difficult for us to talk about the 
continuation of the peace process." Prince Hassan said. 

“At level of the United Nations and organisations con- 
cerned with refugees, I have noticed a trend to shift to the 
comprehensive concept which we have talked about," he 
added. Prince Hassan also said the World Bank shares the 
view that regional institutions, including a regional develop- 
ment bank, are needed and that they should follow 
internationally-accepted standards in dealing with those seek- 
ing assistance in order to invest in the human dimension and 
ensure their involvement in the peace process. 

Prince Hassan said he was honoured by being named by His 
Majesty Kng Hussein as chairman of the Royal Commission 
on Jerusalem Affairs. He added that the continued involve- 
ment of Jordan in maintaining and looking after the holy 
places in Jerusalem underlines the linkage between the 
Hashemites and Jerusalem. 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein said on Sun- 
day his country would not re- 
main idle towards the imposi- 
tion of “no-fly” zones by U.S. , 
British and French planes over 
northern and southern parts of 
Iraq. 

In a defiant speech marking 
the third anniversary of the 
Gulf war over Kuwait, Presi- 
dent Saddam said he was run- 
ning out of patience on the 
situation in Kurdish rebel 
north and over the continued 
U.N. embargo on Iraq. 

“We shall not leave our peo- 
ple in northern Iraq or stand 
hands-folded towards the per- 
petuation of the blockade and 
the violation of the sancti^ 
and sovereignty of our air 
space in southern Iraq," he 
said in a speech televised live. 

His remarks marked a de- 
parture from Baghdad's earlier 
stance not to try to defy the 
administration of U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. When Mr. 
Qinton took office a year ago, 
Iraq hoped to see a new chap- 
ter of relations stan with the 
United States. 

The Iraqi leader did not say 
what measures he had in mind 
but Baghdad repeatedly defied 
the “no-fly" zones under for- 
mer U.S. President George 
Bush. 

Iraq's anti-aircraft defence 
fired at the Western planes.. 
The United States, Britain and 
France retaliated by aerial and 



Saddam says Iraq to 
defy ‘no-fly’ zones 


missile bombing. 

President Saddam, dressed 
in his uniform of field marshal, 
said: “We have maintained 
patience over the continued 
embargo imposed on us by the 
will of the evils and also* main- 
tained patience over the con- 
tinued flying of their planes in 
south Iraq and preventing our 
planes from flying south of the 
32nd Parallel." 

He added: “We had also 
maintained patience towards 
continued plundering in north 
Iraq and in the life of our 
people to the north of the 36th 
Parallel ... we shall not relin- 
quish our people in northern 
Iraq." 

Tlie Kurds, under Western 
protection, have set up their 
regional government and par- 
liament in the north, away 
from Baghdad's authority. 

Western planes patrol a zone 
in the north to protect them 
from attacks by Iraqi army. 
They also guard another zone 
in the south to shield dissident 
Shiites from air attacks by 
Baghdad. 

Resident Saddam urged the 
West to forsake illusions on 
taming Iraq and called on the 
Western leaders to learn from 
what he termed past lessons. 

“We repeat to all evil mas- 
ters and subordinates that they 
should not be illusioned and 
miscalculate and to learn from 

(Cofitioaed oa 3) 
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Middle East News 


Monks, mosque and baptism 


site caught in Mideast talks 


By John West 


JERICHO — Christ's baptis- 
mal site, a ceremonial mos- 
que and a mountain monusien 
with five Greek monks-have 
suddenly become the front- 
line of' Middle East peace 
talks. 

Palestinians insist these 
and other sites in the Jordan 
Valley be handed over with 
Jericho to a Palestinian self- 
rule authority. 

Israel says no. 

What is to be defined as 
the West Bank oasis town of 
Jericho is one of several ma- 


jor obstacles blockinc impie- 
■ ' ■ ’ “1-Pales- 


mentation of the Israel- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
iPLO) peace accord signed 
last September. Talks to 
break the deadlock are due to 
resume in the Egyptian resort 
of Taba on Monday. 

At first si^t. the historic 
site of Christ^ baptism on the 
banks of the Jordan River. 
Nabi Moussa Mosque and 
Quruntal Monastery seem 
small spoils when weighed 
against the risk of further 
delays — and ultimately the 
threat of a complete break- 
down of the peace process. 

But for PLO negotiators 
they are carefully chosen 
marantees to demonstrate 
that, contrary to the cynical 
joke of opponents of the 
peace plan, PLO Chairman 


Vasser Arafat has not given 
up the dream of Palestine to 
become mayor of Jericho. 

Sources close to Palesti- 
nian negotiators say each 
location serves at least two 
functions. 

First, arguing for indi- 
vidual spots on the map is a 
better lever to boost Jencho's 
size than the sterile duel of 
square kilometragc both 
sides have fought for several 
monih.s. 

Israel started bargaining at 
27 square kilometre for ''the 
boundaries of Jericho munici- 
pality. It has since inched to- 
wards about twice chat in 
response to PLO demands 
for all the area defined as 
Jericho by brad's civil. 

“If we get all the points we 
are demanding, the size of 
Jericho will become at least 
100, maybe ISO square 
kilometres," said Saeb 
Nazeef. head of Jericho's 
office of the main PLO fac- 
tion Fateh. 

Second and more impor- 
tant. each new site adds fea- 
tures to make the composite 
Jericho area look more like a 
mini-state in the making than 
just the quiet country' lonn it is 
now: 

— The baptismal site 
would give access to the Jor- 
dan River, the border with 
Jordan, ft would also indude 
the Musa AJ Aiami farm pro- 
ject and another large drunk 


of fertile farming land. The 
PLO dies its religious im- 
portance for Palestinian 
Christians. It now lies in a 
closed military zone. 

— Nabi Moussa. where 
some believe Moses is 
buried, would be used by (he 
Palestinian iiuihoritv a wn- 
tre for its police force. PLO 
offidals sav. 


The 11th century mosque, 
now visited by 10,000 to 
12.0U0 people a year, could 
be developed as a tourist site 
for the millions of Muslims 
drawn to Islam's third holiest 
site in nearby Jerusalem, 
bringing foreign currency 
into the Palestinian — con- 
trolled area. 


Nine kilometres south of 
Jericho town and the other 
side of the main road from 
Jerusalem. PLO offidals say 
the uninhabited Nabi Mous- 
sa. dose to water resources, 
could also become a labora- 
tory for Palestinian resettle- 
ment. 



Palestiiuan c a rry a comrade hdnred during heavy ciadics with Israeli troops in (he ocenpied 
Gaza Strip on Saturday (AFP photo) 


— Quruntal Monastery on 
the Mount of Temptation is 
currently inhabited by five 
Greek Orthodox monks 
tending to the place where 
Christian bold Christ was 
tempted by &tan. For the 
Palestinian authority it would 
be a toehold on the' hills that 
dominate Jericho town and 
the Jordan Valley. 

— If Jericho stretched to 


A1 Ouja. a dusty village eight 
kilometres north, it' would 
provide enough fertile land to 
produce a food surplus and 
the Ouja “canal", a huge 
spring of groundwater re- 
sources mostly used by near- 
by Jewish settlements. 

One thing the dispute is 
not about is population cen- 
tres. 

Even if Israel conceded all 


land the PLO is asking for, 
the population under Palesti- 
nian rule would increase nnly 
to about 30.000 from the 
17.000 within Jericho's town 
borders ^ still a fraction of 
the West Bank's one million 
Palestinian inhabitants. 

But each new feature of 
the Jericho mini-state is as 
symbolic for Israel, which in- 
sists the agreement is not 


about a Palestinian state, as 
for the Palestinians them- 
selves. 

“I will not comment on 
particular places but for 
Israel, the idea of including 
Jericho in the agreement was 
a gesture to Arafat, a symbol 
we were not just talking ab- 
out the Gaza Strip," said an 
i.sracli official who declined 
to he identified. 


Three years on, Iraq still a force to be reckoned with 


B Jean-Eudes Baihier 

Agence France Presse 


on 


DUBAI — Three years 
from the start of Operation 
Desert Storm to liberate 
Kuwait from the occupying 
Iraqi army, Iraq is still a for- 
midable military force. 

The prospect of an end to 
sanctions against Baghdad, 
which can already see the light 
at the end of the tunnel, makes 
Iraq's neighbours distinctly 
nervous. 


Unit 


In spite of the embargo the 
nited Nations imposed on 


Iraq for the first time on Aug. 
6, 1990. four days after toe 


- days 

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Iraq 
is Still able to ^ast that it has 
one of the strongest armed 
forces in the world. 

Western experts estimate 
that the Iraqi army can field 
some 400.000 soldiers, backed 
by 400 aircraft and helicopters 
and 2.500 tanks. 

Despite defeat against the 
allies in the Gulf war of 1991, 


Iraq’s strike force still ranks 
alongside that of Iran, with 
whom it fought a war from 
1980 to 1988, as the best orga- 
nised and battle-hardened in 
the Gulf region. 

That is a major headache for 
Kuwait and the other Gulf oil 
states, especially as Baghdad is 
still refusing to recognise the 
demarcation of the Iraq- 
Kuwait border ratified by the 
United Nations last year, and 
continues its diatrib<» against 
the Kuwaitis and the Saudis. 

In a recent letter to the U.N. 
Security Council, Kuwait 
reiterate its unease about 
Baghdad's stance on the bor- 
der dispute. 

The letter comes ahead of 
Tuesday's routine Security 
Council meeting, when sanc- 
tions are almost certain to be 
prolonsed. 

Yet Iraq has never been so 
dose to the lifting of at least 
some of the sanctions, having 
made concession after conces- 
sion these past few months to 


the international community, 
including the release of West- 
ern prisoners considered by 
many to have been hostages. 

Bagdad has in partiemar 
agreed to abide by U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 715, 
which imposes permanent 
checks on Iraq's capacity to 
rearm. 

In return, the resolution 
allows Iraq to resume oil ex- 
ports. estimated at 3.14 million 
barrels per day before the inva- 
sion. 

New discussions about the 
resolution are scheduled to 
take place at U.N. headquar- 
ters in New York shortly, and 
monitoring and verification 
mechanisms are likely to be set 
up in Iraq as a result. 

After a six-to-nine-montb 


his people that “the worst is 
now over." 

For the moment, allied air- 
craft led by the United States 
continue to enforce no-fly 
zones over northern and south- 
ern Iraq, where the Kurdish 
and Shiite minorities have 


been subjected to periodic Ira- 


qi crackdown 
Northern Iraq, where Kur- 
dish separatists hold sway, has 
escaped Baghdad's control for 
more than two years. 


That may not have been 
ble hud the U.N. failed to 


bfte Baghdad to dismaatle its 


mass desn^uction capability. 
'To that end. the allied forces 


'trial period. Bs^dad is confi- 
&curity 


dent that the Security Coun- 
cil's resolve against Iraq will 
buckle. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein hinted as mu^ in his New 
Year's message when he told 


began Operation Desert Storm 
on the night of Jan. 16. 1991. 
inflicting serious material and 
human fosses on the Iraqi army 
in a theatre of war involving 
some 700,000 soldiers. 

That operation succeeded in 


driving Iraq out of Kuwait at 
the end of Februan' 1991. but 


left the regime intact, as had 
been intended. 


Fighting creates new Afghan refugee crisis 


By Kathy Gannoo 

77ie Associated Press 


SARSHAHI REFUGEE 
CAMP, Afghanistan — Two 
weeks of vicious fighting in the 
capital of Kabul has driven at 
least 13,000 cold and fright- 
ened A^hans to this desolate, 
gravel-strewn camp in search 
^ help that’s been slow in 
coming. 

“Hie situation took every- 
one by surprise." said Stefan 
Toma, team leader for the 
United Nations relief efforts 
in the eastern town of Jalala- 
bad. 200 kilometres east of 
Kabul. 

In the past few days, the 
U.N. has ferried in tonnes of 
food, clothing, blankets and 
tents. Another 2.000 badly 
needed tents were to arrive 
Sunday at the Sarshahi camp, 
just outside Jalalabad. 

The camp's location is far 
from water and bitterly cold at 
night. Each family had cleared 
a little patch of land, shovelling 
the rocks to one side except for 
those they used to demarcate 


their new home. 

At sunset, when they 
temperatures began to dre^ 
below freeang. people hud- 
dled together, wrapping their 
children in tattered quilts, feel- 
ing abandoned and forgotten. 

All had terrible stories to tell 
of relentless bombing and 
rocketing in Kabul. Some had 
their homes catch fire, most 
fled with little more than the 
clothes on their back. 

Since Jan. 1. the rival fac- 
tions in the capital have been 
waging a vidous battle for 
power, wounding at least 4,000 
and killing hundreds more. 
Tens of thousands of dvilians 
have fled Kabul. 

Heavy fighting was reported 
Saturday between President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's forces 
and his two main rivals. Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar and warlord Rashid Dos- 
tum. who was a general in the 
former communist army. 

None of the factions has 
made major gains, but all sides 
are heavily armed and appear 
capable of fighting on inde- 
finitely. 


Fourteen years of war in 
Afj^anistan have resulted in 
“donor fatigue" among the aid 
groups, and assistance now 
comes more slowly and in 
smaller quantities . 

But “when people see what 
is happening, when they see 
these people who are really 
stuck out in the desert, they 
will find money somewhere." 
said Mr. Toma. 


yovng son was in a hospital just 
across the border in Peshawar 
recovering from sharpnel 
wounds and she was caugjit in 
Afghanistan when the tordcr 
was sealed. 

“We don't want your guns, 
we just want to comic to Pakis- 
tan to feed our children." she* 
said. 


The refugees have tradi- 
tionally gone to Pakistan, but it 
announced this week that it 
was dosing its borders to new 
arrivals. The country still has 
an estimated 1.5 million 
Afghan refugees, some of 
whom have been in the country 
for more than a decade. 


One of the Afghans ai the 
camp. Suraya Mirzai. 
screamed abuses at Pakistan's 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
for the government's decision 
to close the border. 

*‘You are a woman, a 
mother, how could you aban- 
don us," Ms. Mirzai screamed 
in Persian, tears streaming 
down her cheeks. She said her 


Many people at the camp 
blamed Pakistan, the United 
States and Saudi Arabia for 
providing arms to the fuettons. 

For years. Western and 
Muslim countries supplied 
Afghanistan's rebels with some 
of the most sophisticated 
weapons to use in their fight 
against the communist govern- 
ment and the allied Soviet 
troops. 


But when the groups swept 
the communists from power in 
1992 they turned their guns on 
each other in a feroaous fight 
for control of the capital. 

“Don't you see what you 
have made of this country'.’" 
Mohammad Arif said to a 
Western reporter. “You have 
let them destroy our country." 


.W 



An October 1992 photo shows Israeli tanks training on the 
occupied GMan Heights (AFP photo) 


Golan is at core of 


Syria-Israel logjam 


DAMASCUS (R) — The 
Golan Heiahts. seized by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle Ea.st war. 
were at the core of Sunday's 
Geneva summit between U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Syria's Hafez .AI Assad. 

Syrian troops came with n 
whisker of retaking the bleak 
and windswept plateau in 1973. 
Israel has always feared a sur- 
prise attack on its positions 
overlooking the road to 
Damascus. 

U.N. soldiers stand between 
the riv.ll forces in (he area, 
barely an hour's drive from 
Syria's capital and 3-l'^ from 
occupied Jerusalem. 

Dominated from the north 
of Mount Hermon — Jebcl AI 
Sheikh to Arabs — the rocky 
plateau ends abruptly to the 
west in u sheer clitf overlook- 
ing (he upper Jordan River. 

Before I9ti7 Syrian gunners 
on the Height.s it.scd to Ixim- 
bard Israeli settlers below. 

Since then Israel has held a 
strip about I5 kilometres easl 
from the escarpment and run- 
ning K(i kilometres from Leba- 
non in the north to Jordan in 
the south. 

About 18.0A) .Syrians live 
under Israeli rule 'and up to 
I5.n00 Israelis have settled in 
the area, an important source 
of water. 

Svria demands a total Israeli 
withdrawal. Israel, which 
"annexed" the area in 1981, 
says it could pull hack but will 
not say how tar or under what 
ci>nditions until 'Damascus 


agrees to what it calls “full 


peace," including embassies, 
and 


open bordc!^ and full trade. 

Zionist hopes of including 
the Golan in a Jewish state go 
hack at least of I919. But the 
Heights were placed under 


French control a.s ^an of Syria 


after World War 1 not in the 
British-ruled Palestine from 
.vhich Israel was cur\*ed in 
194S. 

The map now shows a dc- 
militarisca “area of separa- 
tion." u long narrow zi>ne- 
north and south from the town 
of Quncitra. 

Syria has left the town in 
ruins to show the world how 
the Israelis deliberately wreck- 
ed it before withdrawing from 
additional territory seized in 
the 197.^ war. 

The U.N.-patrolled strip on 
the Syrian side of the i%7 
ceasefire line tapers from 14 
kilometres wide at the 
Lebanese border to 500 metres 
where it meets Jurdan. 

Its 14.000 residents include 
members of the minority 
Driize Muslim sect. Tliey keep 
in touch with relatbx’s on the 
Israeli .side by shouting 
through megaphones across 
5(K) metres of minefields and 
tank traps. It is under Syrian 
civil control and militart' forces 
arc barred. 

Any peace deal acceptance 
to both .sides would almost 
certainly include similar 
arrangements to keep their 
urmie.s well apart and prevem 
any surprise attack. 


news in brief 


AiTinesty opens office in Geza City 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza Strip (AFP) The huroFi 
rights group Amnesty International has opened its first offito 
m the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip, an Amnesty 
Sunday. Menno Kemminga, sent from Holland, told repor 
that the Gaza office would train Palestinian 
monitoring human rights. But the centre will not handle 
Gaza Strip itself, in accordance with Amnesty rules, lea' 
the task to the London headquarters of the or^ni^qu, 
said. Palestine Liberation Orgmiisation (PLO) Ch^ 
Yasser Arafat appro'’ed the creatisn of the Amnwty ceiuR 
Gaza at a meeting with officials from the human n« 
organisation on Oct. 2. said Mr. Kcmminga._ J”*”' 
pledged to respect human rights in the cx^pied tern 
when the Palestinian authority takes over. Mr. Kenun: 
said. 


Israel approves new airport at Lod 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli government Sui . 
approved the construction of a new iniernation^ 

Lod near Tel Aviv, officials said. The 
project, to be completed by 1998 at a cost of S850 million, will 
Quadruple air traffic through Tel Aviv to a capacity of 16 
million passengers per year and serve as a gatway to Am ^ 
Africa. “The government has deaded to build a new tuminal 
to meet the great projected increaw in the travellere following 
political developments," an official staiemcni said. 



Kurdish rebels claim bus bombings 


ANKARA (AP) — Kurdish guerrillas claimed responsibility 
for bombings on four buses that killed two people and left 15 
wounded, a newspaper reported Sunday. Friday s att adcs were 
in retaliation for a military crackdown against the gucnillas of 
the Kurdish Labour Pany in southeastern Turkey, the lef^ 
newspaper Aydinlik said. More than 10,000 pieople tave died 
in the rebels' lO-year fight for autonomy in the Kurdish- 
dominated southeast. Over the past two weeks, the crackdown 
has left 134 Kurdish guerrillas and 14 troops dead. Aj^lik 
said the separatists claimed responsibility for the bombings by 
telephoning a Germany-based pro-Kurdish news agency, 
Kurd-A. The sister of the Turkish chief of staff. General 
D<ian Cures, was on one of the buses, but was unhurt. The 
rebels said they planted bombs on the buses carrying govern- 
ment officials, .Aydinlik reported. 


Libya backs China over U-N. enlargement 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya came out Saturday in support of 
China's refusal to let Germany and Japan become perm^nt 
members of the United Nations Security Council. A Libyan 
Foreign Ministry source, quoted by the official Libyan n^ 
agency JANA, expressed "satisfaction and support’* for China 
vThich said Thursday that any reform of the Security Council 
required changing the U.N. charter and would therefore have 
to be discussed by ull U.N. members. "The Chinese posi^ is 
that of Libya which wants a reform of the U.N. so as to give all 
people a role in decision-making on a fair and equal basis," the 
source said. JANA said that "since the U.N. nos become an 
instrument in the service of the big powers, the small nations 
fear for their future." It said Libya, which has been under a 
U.N. embargo since April 1992 because of its alleged 
reluctance to cooperate in investigating two aircraft bombings, 
was among those “which have suffered from this situatioo.” 


70 hijack attempts thwarted by Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has thwarted *70 hijack attempts over 
the past ten years, a senior member of the Guardians of 
Revolution para-military organisation was quoted Saturday as 
saying. General Mohammad Bagher Zolghadr, quoted by 
IRNA news agency, said that “all the hijackers were killed, 
wounded or arrested" by Pasdaran Revolutionary Guards 
aboard the aircraft. At the end of November, a Fokker-27 
chartered by the Iranian Oil Ministry was hijacked to Basra in 
Iraq with 3S passengers and crew. The hijacker, his wife and 
five children were given political asylum by Baghdad. 


Arab Fund lends Yemen $47 million 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) on 
Saturday extended a loan to Yemen of around 547 million to 
shore up a deficit in its 1993 balance of payments, the Al^ 
said. AMF Chairman Osama .Ai Faqih and Yemeni Ambassa- 
dor in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Mohammad AI 
Khawi signed the loan agreement at the fund's headquarters in 
Abu Dhabi, the AMF said in a statement. It brought to 17 the 
number of foans provided by the AMF to Yemen vriih a value 
of nearly S.'15 million, it said. I: gave no details of the 
'agreement but the AMF extends so'fi-term foans to its 21 
■memhcf .stafev to help them tackle their balance of payment 
deficirv. Saturday's loan was the first by the AMF in more than 
a year as it is suffering from arrears of more than S600 milKon 
owed mainly by Iraq and Sudan. Thev account for neariy half 
the fund's capital. The AMF. the Ara'b League's main lending 
arm, has provided around S2.4 bitlinn in loans to membeis 
since it was created in 1976. 


Iran announces first local helicopter 


NICOSIA ( R) The first military helicopter manufactured in 
Iran will be put into operation by the end of the current 
calendar year ending March 20. an official was quoted as 
saying. Reza Irankhali, head of the industrial department of 
Iran s Revolutionary Guards, was quoted bv the Iranian -news 
agency IRNA as saying on Saturday that all parts of the 
except the engine were made in Iran. 
IRNA ijiJnot give any other details. It quoted Mr. Irankhahas 
staying that the Revolutionary Guards were “engaged -4n 
military research, which included building and reviialisiii^ 
military equipment... various kinds of boats, landing craft and 
ca^ military vesselr. were among the equipment'being 
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SIGNING CULTURAL SCIENTIFIC 
AGREEMENT; Jordan and the Republic 
of Kir^kizistan Sunday concluded an 
(^reeraent on cooperatkMi in cultural and 
^^scimtific fields. The agreemoit, ^ined by 
.fMinister of Education Saeed Tdl 

(right) and visitii^ lOrghiz Minister of 
Higher Education Askar Kakiev provides 
for cultnral and scientific institiitioos to 
be hivtdved in promotii^ such coopera- 
tion. The two sides will exchange scho- 
larships for higher studies in each other’s 
uistitntkuis, expertise, information and 
oniversity textbooks as well as publica- 
tions and visits by students and profes- 
sors. They will also organise training 


courses for visitif]^ students and condnct 
joint educational progranunes. The Kir- 
^uz minister 63q>ressed tais satisfaction 
with the agreement, notii^ that his vitit to 
Jordan over the past week was very 
beneficial to him and his accompanying 
deflation. Mr. Kakiev, who later left for 
home early Sunday, visited the King 
Abdallah Mosque tn Amman and toured 
the pmnaneot Hashemite exhibition set 
up by the Ministry of Awqaf and Idamk 
Affairs at the mosque. The Kirghiz minis- 
ter bad toured several education institu- 
tions aud met other government officials 
induding Minister of Education Khided 
Al Omari (Petra photo) 


Visiting Taiwanese team tours RSS 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of 
the Economic and Trade 
A^irs Department ae Che 
Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs B.Y. Lu Sunday 
headed a Taiwanese delegation 
on a visit to the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) and was 
received by RSS President 
HaniMullu, RSS Vice Presideat 
Sa'id Alloush and several offi- 
dais. 

The two sides discussed 
scopes of technical coopera- 
tion. and the guest delegation 
was briefed on RSS projects 
conducted in cooperation with 


Taiwanese scientific institu- 
tions. 

They also reviewed work 
achieved in the project of the 
Electronic Engineering Section 
of the RSS Princess Sumaya 
University College for Tech- 
nology regarding the equip- 
ment delivered recently as 
technical aid by the Taiwanese 
government. 

They reached agreement on 
a programme for the delivery 
of other technical equipment 
scheduled to be sent by the 
Taiwanese government. 


The delegation was briefed 
on the college courses as well 
as the equipment which RSS 
Mechanical Design and Tech- 
nology Centre has received in 
the framework of Taiwan’s 
technical assistance. 

The delegation listened to a 
briefing on RSS training 
courses due to be held this year 
for Jordanian and other Arab 
technicians. 

The delegation was accom- 
panied by Peter ■ Chetig. direc- 
tor of the Taiwanese Commer- 
cial Office in Amman. 
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ja^enate to discu^ House budget' 
endorsement 

AMMAN (Petra) The Upper House of 
Pariiament today (Monday) will hold a meeting 
to discuss several issues inclu^g a letter by 
Lower House Speaker Taher AI Masri on the 
House endorsement of the 1994 budget. The 
Upper House will also discuss the Legal Commit- 
tee's decisions on the revised Military Pension 
Law, the Prorisional Law on Civil Courts and the 
Provisional Law of the Formation of dvil courts. 

Tourism m»iister visits RJ 
Amsterdam office 

AMSTERDAM (Petra) — Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Mohammad Adwan Sunday vi- 
sited the Royd Jordanian (RJ) offices here and 
was brief^ on the development of tourism to 
Jordan from the Scandinavian countries and the 
RJ plans to meet increasing tourist demand. Mr. 
Adwan praised RJ’s role in promoting tourism to 
Jordan and lauded the dose cooperation between 
the national air carrier, the ministry and the 
totnism sector in Jordan, saying that such coop- 
eration was behind the increased number of 
tourists to the lUngidom. 

PSD chief honours retirees 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Public 
Security Department (PSD) General Abdul Rah- 
man Ai Adwan Sunday honoured several public 
sqiJrity officers who recently retired. Addressing 
the officers Gen. Adwan thanked them for their 
dedicated- efforts and ffieir role in maintaining 
security and safeguarding development. 

University, Air Force sign 
communication agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — AL al Bayt University and 


the Royal Air Force Corps Sunday signed an 
agreement under which the corps will provide 30 
telefrfione channeb Unking the university site in 
Mafraq with the Air Force telecommunjcations 
station in Amman. The corps will also carry out 
the necessary maintenance on the tel^m- 
municatioRs equipment, in addition to the main 
cable Unking the university with ffie Air Force 
telecommunications station. Signing the agree- 
ment for the university- was president Moham- 
mad Adnan Al Bakhit and for the Air Force 
Corps the director of the Electronic Teleoom- 
iranications Department. 

Yarmouk U. receives Dutch book 
donation 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University President 
Marwan Kamal Sunday received 230 books on 
ardiaeoio^ donated by the Dutch government 
to the university's Antiqiuties and Anthropology 
Institute. The books are ^rten in German, 
English and Dutch. Presenting the books was 
Netherlands Honoury Consul Raouf Abu Jaber', 
who voiced hope for continued cooperation 
between the university and Dutch universities, 
particularly in areas such as history and huma- 
nitarian sciences. 

Water resources protection 
competition announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Protecting, maintaining and 
developing water resources was the theme of a 
competition announced by the Council of Arab 
Ministers of Environment, according to the 
Environment Department at the Ministry of 
Muradpal and Rural Affairs and the Enriron- 
ment. Under the competition an Arab award will 
be granted to the best work on maintaining and 
developing water resources, rationing their use 
and preventing contamination. The deadline for 
receiving such works is the end of Apiil. 


Price of 
poultry meat 
increases 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prices of 
poultry meat Sunday increased 
by nearly five per cent, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the 
Ministry of Supply. 

POulcty meat sold by the 
Amman Municipality slaught- 
erhouse will rise from 1,240 fils 
per kilo to 1,300 fils per kilo, 
and that sold by the Ouleil 
slaughterhouse will sell at 
1,400 fils up from 1,300 fils per 
kilo, said the announcement. 

The ministry attributed the 
price increase to the low supply 
of poultry meat to local mar- 
kets; a normal occurrence dur- 
ing winter when production 
dMlines, added the minist^. 

It said the cost of production 
is higher in winter because 
poultry farms require extra 
heating to protect chickens 
from low night temperatures. 

The announcement said the 
price increase would compen- 
sate the farmers for extra ex- 
penses incurred and the loss of 
some of their chickens. 

The compensation also cov- 
ers farmers' losses normally 
incurred in the summer when 
poultty meat prices drop. 

The ministry said it would 
maintain its price monitoring 
and ensure that sufficient 
quantities of poultry meat are 
available to consumers. 

Should there be an unjusti- 
fied increase in the price, 
however, the ministry said it 
would release part of the 
frozen poultry meat now in 
store at ministry warehouses in 
order to meet local market 
needs. 


Trade union 
group elects 
new officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — The In- 
traUtknal Federation of Arab 
Trade Unions (IFATU) has 
elected Hassan Hamam of 
Algeria as secretary general of 
IFATU and Fawzi Doss as 
chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee of the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Trade Un- 
ions and the comminee’s mem- 
ber Ahmad Wan as as member 
of the lEATLl Central Qouncil, 
accordir^to Mr. Doss who has 
just come back from Tunis 
after attending the Seventh 
General Conference of the 
federation last week. 

Mr. Doss said the confer- 
ence made a set of recom- 
mendations desgined to ensure 
the independence of trade un- 
ions and enhance Arab work in 
the fields of labour ■ culture 
and strengthen cooperation 
with international tra^ union 
federations. 

The conference called for 
intensifying efforts to defend 
causes of immigrant workers 
and strengthen their relations 
with their home countries. 

it also stressed the need to 
improve the living and working 
conditions of workers. 

Mr. Doss added that the 
'conferees called for augment- 
ing efforts to lift the embargo 
currently impossed on the Iraqi 
people and to safeguard the 
unity of Yemen. 


Self-rule talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

been one of the main snimb- 
Ung blocks. 

Israel maintains that the set- 
tlements occupy around 10 per 
cent of the land in the strip, 
which totals 365 square 
kilometres. 

Dr. Shaath said on Thursday 
Chat Che cwo sides had drafted 
more than half of an accord to 
implement autonomy in the 
G^ Strip and Jcridio. 


Saddam challenges ‘no-fly’ zones 




(Continn^ from page 1) 

the lesson of the past and 
absorb, their meanings,” he 
raid. 

The qie^ was President 
toughest towards the 
Weft hi about a year. 

‘They :Sbould remember 
that She win of the Almighty is 
stn>qger than theirs and (hen 
the vill of tteir devils, and that 
fate of criminals is an eye 
for an ^ and a tooth for a 
tooth.” 

The Iraqi artillery will fire 
21-ghn salutes five times on 
Monday and Iraqi workers 
have 1?een urged to work an 
extra hour '*ln response to the 
• aggj'.ession and the unfair 
eni}tfcrKO.” 

\t'-2;30 a.m. on Jan. 17. 
three years after the U.S.-led 
multinational alliance un- 
leashed a massive missile and 
air attack on Baghdad to force 
it out of Kuwait, 10,(X)0 Iraqi 
^uths will march in a candle 
procession in the streets of 
Ba^idad. 

Life wni come to standstill 
for five minutes and shouts of 


‘•Allah Akbar” and chimes of 
church bells will echo over 
Baghdad. 

Baghdad newspapers 
appeared on Sunday with leng- 
thy articles on the merits of the 
mother of all battles. 

“The mother of battles has 
humiliated America," said the 
government newspaper A! 
Jumhouriyah in a front-page 
editorial. 

Three years after the 1991 
Gulf war that forced Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait and com- 
pelled Iraq ro accept the dis- 
mantling of its weapons of 
mass destruction and long- 
term U.N. arms control and 
monitoring. Baghdad still says 
it has nothing to regret. 

The U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed to punish Iraq's Au- 
gust 199i) invasion of Kuwait 
are causing widespread de- 
privation. 

Official statistics blame ab- 
out 400,000 deaths on the 
embargo and U.N. officials in 
Baghdad say water and sanita- 
tion systems in Baghdad are 
now in r^ambles leading to 


outbreaks of contagious dis- 
eases. 

A recent report by the U.N. 
food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) spoke of pre- 
famine indicators and an im- 
pending agricultural calamity 
in Iraq. 

“The present mission 
...notes with deep oonoem the 
prevalence of several common- 
ly recognised pre-famine in- 
dicators,” said the report pub- 
lished in the government's 
English-language daily, tbe 
Baghdad Observer. 

The government is telling 
people it is doing all it can to 
ease their sanctions-reiated 
suffering. 

But also maintains economic 
deprivation will in no way 
force it to accept terms it de- 
scribes as humiliating. 

"We shall not succumb to 
force.. .we shall not lay down 
arms no matter the sacrifices,” 
said Al Jumhouriya. 

Baghdad has rejected two 
U.N. resolutions to export Si .6 
billion worth of oil to pay for 
urgent humanitarian needs and 
U.N. costs, saying the condi- 
tions violate its ssovereignty. 


The Gulf war and the sanc- 
tions have in no way loosened 
The government's grip on pow- 
er. 

"The sanctions are biting 
ordinary people. Most of them 
now believe the west has made 
them victims of long term 
political interests.” said a 
Western diplomat in Baghdad. 

“Baghdad's defiance is not 
mere rhetoric. President Sad- 
dam (Hussein), who is firmly 
in control, is showing people 
he and nobody else could re- 
build the country and keep it 
together," said the diplomat. 

New factories, dams and 
canals are being inaugurated. 
Last month, an Iraqi construc- 
tion company completed the 
construction of a two-tier 
bridge over the Tigris. 

On Monday, Iraq will 
reopen its reconstrua^ De- 
fence Ministry, levelled to the 
ground by allied bombing in 
the war. 

it will shortly open Saddam 
Tower, the tallest in the Mid- 
dle E^t, and also cut the 
ribbon of Baghdad clock, 
whose chimes will be heard 
within 3 five-kilometre radius. 


U.S. commerce chief arrives today 

Meetings to explore enhancing economic ties 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Rafter 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce Ron Brown ar- 
rives here early today (Mon- 
^y) on the first visit of a 
U.S. commerce chiefs to the 
Kingdom in more than a de- 
cade. The visit is described as 
aimed at exploring possibili- 
ties of enhanced economic 
cooperation between the 
U.S. and Jordan in light of 
the progress in the Ara^ 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

Mr. Brown, who will land 
at Marka Civilian Airport 
arriving from Saudi Arabia, 
is scheduled to hold a round 
of talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali shortly 
after bis arrival. Tlie meeting 
at the prime ministry is ex- 
pected to be attended by 
other members of the 
Cabinet, including Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh, 
Planning Minister Ziad Pariz 
and Industry ■ and Trade 
Minister Rima Khalaf, Mr. 
Brown's counterpart. 

The U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce will visit a private 
sector firm for a firsthand 
look at Jordanian industry 
before being received by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Brown will also 
address a gathering at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) on human rights and 
democracy and a meeting 
organised by the Jordan 
Businessmen's Association 
before leaving for Israel late 
Monday or early Tuesday. 

One of the main themes of 
Mr. Brown's current Middle 
East visit, which began in 
Saudi Arabia and ends in 
Egypt, is "business match- 
making" between U.S. 
businesses and regional firms 
as a means to advance econo- 
mic development parallel to 
the peace process. 

Mr. Brown has said that 


U.S. businesses were wary of 
investing in the Middle East 
in the abwnce of Arab-Israeli 
peace. He argued that now 
that the peace process has 
made progress, it is time the 
"comfort level ... the confi- 
dence level” of American 
businessmen is raised in the 
region to induce investments. 

Mr. Brown has said that 
Washington was cooperating 
with “Builders of Peace,” a 
group of Arab-American and 
Jewish-American business- 
men who have shown interest 
in investing in the occupied 
territories. 

At the same time. Mr. 
Brown is also pushing for an 
end to the Arab economic 
boycott of Israel, an idea that 
will find resistance in Jordan, 
which believes that such a 
move is not feasible and does 
not make political and econo- 
mic sense at this point in 
time, particularly that the 
peace process has not yet 
reached a stage where an 
overall peace accord could be 
concluded among the Arabs 
and Israel. 

“The U.S. is going to con- 
tinue to push to eliminate all 
boycotts and I am going to 
press it with all the leaders 
with (whom) I meet, as I 
have done before, and as 
Prerident Qinton has done,” 
Mr. Brown said before he 
began the Middle East visit. 

Addressing a U.S. -Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
seminar on trade in Riyadh 
on Sunday, Mr. Brown fol- 
lowed up on this theme. 

“The boycott issue is one 
that cries to be solved,” he 
said. 

"I ask each of you to con- 
sider what more can we do to 
put the issue behind us and to 
enable American companies 
to contribute to the economic 
development of all in the 
region. 

"By removing the secon- 
dary and tertiary boycotts — 



Ron Brown 

or better by ending the 
boycott in all its aspects, we 
will make it easier for these 
companies to invest in the 
West Bank and Gaza, as well 
as in other parts of the Mid- 
dle East.” 

Some of the GCC coun- 
tries have already dropped 
the secondary boycott — of 
companies dealing with Israel 
— but an overall end to the 
embargo on trade with Israel 
and Israeli-owned companies 
is unlikely before the Arab 
League adopts a resolution 
resdnding the boycott. 

Crown Prince Hassan has 
described as “economic 
suicide" any move at this 
point to consider an end to 
the boycott. 

Analysts also point out that 
the bo^tt is in effect two- 
way since Israel is not allow- 
ing the export of Jordanian 
products to the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and is maintaining the occu- 
pied territories as a protected 
market for its own products. 

Among the key topics for 
Mr. Brown's discussions in 
Amman are prospects for 
American investment in Jor- 
dan and joint ventures as well 
as the functions of the joint 
Jordanian-American-lsraeli 
economic working group 
formed during Prince Has- 


san's visit to Washington in 
October. 

Also exjriored will be an 
idea for an international con- 
ference on investment in 
Middle Eastern projects as 
part of measures to b^t the 
peace process. 

Answering questions from 
journalists from the Middle 
East shortly before he laun- 
ched the ^ddle East trip, 
Mr. Brown promised to look 
into a report compiled by 
Jordanian businessmen on 
the impact of the de facto 
blockade on Aqaba port as 
part of the enforcement of 
the international sanctions 
against Iraq. 

He declined, however, to 
be specific when asked 
whether Washington would 
be considering any specific 
measure to alleviate the im- 
pact on the sanctions enforce- 
ment on Jordan's economy. 

Mr. Brown is accompanied 
by a U.S. trade delegation 
including administration offi- 
cials and representatives of 
American firms. 

The commerce secretary 
has agreed that there bad to 
be a belter “equilibrium” in 
trade between the U.S. and 
Jordan, which bou^t more 
than S300 million in Amer- 
ican products in 1993 while 
exporting less than SS mil- 
lion. 

"I understand that a com- 
mercial relationship is a two- 
way street ... there has to be 
an equilibrium... and that is 
what we are trying to cre- 
ate...,” be said. 

The U.S. official said he 
and the businessmen accom- 
panying him were looking 
forward to “creative kfods of 
proposals” from their inteilo- 
cutois in the region. 

"We are going to establish 
direct contacts between 
American businessmen and 
Jordanian, Palestinian, 
Israeli and Saudi business- 
men,” he said. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


T7te foUowiag listings are 
compiled from monthly bul- 
letins and the daily Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to 
verify the listed time and 
place with the concerned in- 
stitutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exh3>itioa oa the art of 
architecture at the 
French Cuftural Centre. 
■it Photo ezhibitioo for artist 
Mifwaflhq Al Sieikb at the 
Royal Cnltaral Centre, 
fr Alt exhOutioo by artist 
Sadik Kwaish entitled 
"TaUsma" at Baladna Art 
GaDery. 

Sr ExhibltfoD of liwp books 
at the Royal Cultiiral Cen- 
trc. 

■it Permanent exhibitioD of 
contemporary Arab artists 
and “Chair” exhlbHIon at 
Darat Al Funim of the 
Abdol Hameed Sboman 
Foandation in Jabal 
Luwefbdeb. 


FILMS 

"ir Film entitled **Angel 
Heart” al the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and 
Art at 6dl0 p.m. 

tr Short film entitled 
**Cfumy” at tbe Freueb 
Coitund Centre ut 8:00 

it F3m entitled “Le Nom De 
La Rose” at the Frendi 
Cnltunl Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 


LECTURES & 
SEMINARS 

^ Seminar entitled “The 
Lessons To Be Lcamt 
From Tbe Golf War** by 
Dr. Fabed Al Fandt, Dr. 
Ya’coub Zayadin, and 
Mr. Salah Al Mokhtar at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

it Lecture entitled "Tbe 
Architectural and Urban 
Developnient of Early Dia- 
mk Jerusalem; A Study 
Through Computer-aided 
Design Progrmomes” by 
Dr. Mohammad El-Asad 
of Al Al Bait Uitivertity at 
the Friend of Archaeology 
Centre at 7:00 p.m. 


Forestry official urges public 
to help in afforestation project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture Forestry De- 
partment Sunday urged the 
public to plant trees ami fulfill 
His Majesty king Hussein’s call 
to ereen Jordan by the vear 
2000. 

Department Director 
Azzam Muheisen said that the 
creation of Al Hussein Nation- 
al Park near Abu Alanda 
southeast of Amman was part 
of the ministry's drive to green 
the country and stem deserti- 
fication. 

He announced that tbe 
Arbor Day celebration at the 
national park located in the 
dfsirict of Wadi Al Oattar. 
which was to have been held 
Saturday, would now be held 
today (Monday/. 


The ministry urges the pub- 
lic to undertake a collective 
'action to plant trees in and 
around cities and create u heal- 
thy atmosphere for the country 
and its people, said Mr. 
Muheisen. 

Noting that the ministry will 
be pluming trees in parks, 
urban and rural regions, along 
roads and streets and in other 
areas. Mr. Muheisen said there 
was more t need chan ever to 
safeguard the country's future 
by protecting the environment 
for future generutions. 

He appealed to all public 
and private institutions to con- 
tribute to the afforestation 
efforts. 

Al Hussein National Purk. 
ser up on a 1 .247 dunums, is to 


be planted with at least JOO.OUfI 
trees by individuals, dubs and 
organisations through joint 
efforts spearheaded by Am- 
man Municipality and the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

Noting that its own 
afforestation programmes 
were continuing year-round, 
the ministry said in a statement 
that nearly SO per cent of the 
total area'of Jordan was desert 
and only one per cent of that 
area was covered by forests. 

it said most of the tree 
planting projects take place on 
state-owned land, on the hills, 
overlooking the Jordan Valley 
and along areas considered 
essential to halt desertification 
from the east. 


Rural affairs ministry to assist local councils 
in handling financial, administratiye burdens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe main 
concern of the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Eovironment at pre- 
seni is to find means to enable 
local council to cope with their 
growing financial and adminis- 
trative burdens, said Minister 
of Municipal Affairs Ahmad 
Akaileb. 

The municipal and village 
councils should be asmsted in 
collecting no estimated JD 4.2 
million due from citizens in 
order to continue their work 
and provide municipal ser- 
vices, said Mr. Akmleh. 

The ministry will help the 
councils budget for their capit- 
al and current expenditures, 
improve methods of collecting 
dues from local residents and 
provide advice and guidance 


on obtaining loans from banks 
to avoid extensive debts, said 
the minister. 

In view of population growth 
in urban and rural regions, said 
Mr. Aqaileh, it is natural to 
witness the municipal couneik' 
burdens increasing not only in 
terms of providii^ services, 
but also in initiating nd im- 
plementiDg development 
sdiemes. 

The minister also said that 
the finance ministry will be 
approached to help collect at 
least JD 22 million in dues 
from the public in annual and 
property taxes. 

Referring to the projects 
carried out by the toed coun- 
cils in 1993, Mr. Akaileh said 
they totalled JD 11 million in 
various govemorates, but he 


added that these councils 
obtained JD 6.1 million from 
the Goes and Villages De- 
velopment Bank (CVDB) in 
order to be able to implement 
most of these projects. 

Mr. Akaileh smd the minis- 
try was preparing a new muni- 
dpalities law udiich would di- 
vide the local councils into four 
categories, taking into account 
Che size of the population. 

Under the new law, he smd, 
major municipalities will 
emerge grouping smaller towns 
and population settlements lo- 
cated close to one another, 
said the minister, who also 
noted that taxes and other dues 
charged by these councils will 
be increas^ under the new law 
to finance council projects. 



VISITING CARE FACILITIES; A two- 
member Dutch team representing the Stilchting 
Nederland Society for the Care of the Meiit^ly 
Handicapped risked Aqaba and held a training 
course for the teachers of Al Thagher Local 
Socie^ for the care of tbe mentally retarded and 
the Princess Haya Centre for the Deaf- The 


course ineJuded lectures on visual and perocfH 
tion skills and on-the-job training. The Dutch 
society has been providing assistance to Al 
Thagher Society for the last three years. The 
visitors toured Wadi Rum and tbe Nabatean city 
of Petra as well as the main attractions of Aqaba 
and met with local officials. 
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The issue beyond 1994 budget 


LOWER HOUSE of Parliament deputies are 
not to blame for asking government to 
improve the salaries of dvfl servants, to provide 
he^tb insurance for aB citizens and to reduce 
taxes at the same time. These are popular 
demands everywhere, not only in a country like 
Jordar. with limited resources. The deputies 
though might sound unrealistic. Yet looi^g at 
the result of voting — 56 for the draft budget 
and 20 against — the number of deputies who 
chose to give the government a vote of confi- 
dence over its fiscal policies has increased by 15 
deputies since the M^Jall government won the 
fir^ vote of confidence in early December. 

However, as prime minister Abdul Salam 
M^jnii has put it, the government would need 
several times of the budget to meet deputies’ 
demands for schools, roads, hospitals and other 
services for their constitnendes. Dr. ^f^jal^s 
cynicism should not blind us to the fact that 
most of the deputies’ demands are intimate 
and in some cases even urgent. The govenunent 
itself has foimd that 21 per cent of Jordanian 
families are under the poverty line and that 
unomployment is above 15 per cent. These 
figures in themselves are alarmh^. There is 
also no denial that a sizeable number of the dvil 
servants themselves are amo^g fiie poor, and' 
ttuit most of the unemplityed aspire for jobs in 
the governniwt. 

The government and the people’s representa- 
tives seem to be avoiding to tackle the real 
issue: That the Jordanian economy has for 
decades thrived on external aid and, in the last 
two decades, on expatriate remittances and that 
both sources (d income had to do with the ixde 
Jordan was expected to play in the r^jimi. Now 
that roles are changing, we in Jordan have to 
adapt and rely on ooiselves. The economic 
crisis that successive governments have skfllfnl- 
ly managed to steer ns through must have 
tou^ os a valuable lesson: Dependence on 
extmmal financial resources is a costly matter. 

That is why our honourable deputies ought to 
look beyond the immediate implications of this 
year’s fiscal budget and any hopes for immi- 
nent Arab reconcUiation and resumption of 
Arab aid. Jordanians have ovtr the years 
proven to be shrewd politicians and business- 
men. What they need is to be freed firom the 
shaddes of government bureaucracy in order 
for them to excel and create wealth for the 
nation. What deputies and government alike 
should aim for is a self-sufifidoit Jordan free 
from all the constraints that come with foreign, 
or Arab, aid. Towards this goal this year’s 
bucket bas been a step in the right direction. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT IS in an atmosphere of optimism that presidents Clinton 
and Assad meet in Geneva where all eyes are turned to watch 
for some progress or momentum to be given to the Middle 
East peace process, said Al Ra*i Sunday. It goes without saying 
that the Syrian president would present Mr. Clinton with 
Syria’s views and demands of a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied Golan Heights so that a permanent peace 
can be achiev^ with Israel, said the daily. On the eve of the 
meeting. Syria coordinated its stand with Jordan and the other 
Arab parties involved in the peace process and it is reasonable 
to believe that the Syrian leader would also carry to Geneva 
the rieu'S of the Arab parties as a whole, added the paper. A 
United Arab stand would no doubt give the Arabs a strong 
bargaining position with the U.S. president who. in turn, can 
wield influence over the Jewish state and demand compliance 
with the U.N. resolutions, it added. The paper said that Syria’s 
position and those of the Palestinians and Jordan and Lebanon 
are quite clear as the Arabs are demanding an end to 
occupation in exchan^ for peace with Israel. Israel's procras- 
tinations and delay in implementing U.N. resolutions can 
change nothing and' would not force The Arabs to give up their 
rights and their demands for end of occupation, said the paper. 
The paper expressed hope that Mr. Ginton would bring 
pressure on Israel to comply with the U.N. resolutions on 
which the Madrid peace conference was based. 


SAVVT AL SHAAB daily described as a healthy sign the 
ten ihy debate in Parliament over the 1994 fiscal budget, 
not I that the discussion was a big sign of democratic 
'e. The four-day debate, which ended with the budget 
*^ent, was a model of democratic exercise and the 
^'ch pr'*'"Med in the past daj-s reflected the 
.‘ns.'Hng sound practices by the 
' 'be country's finances, 
mfster. Abdul Salam 
> LTit, >es not negate the 
’s jc • » >1 ’he yci. . . « paper stressed 

■*1 has made 

di- .uii p. m be proud. 


Strength for the Arabs lies 


in unity and democracy 


The trap of safe 
havens for Kurds 
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By Izzat R. D^ani 


There is nothing I learnt to 
dislike more than certain 
proverbs, mottos or names for 
quasi-institutions that signified 
a lot but ended up meaning 
nothing. These include: The 
New Arab Order. Arab Coop- 
eration Council. Council of 
Arab Economic Unity. Arab 
body and Arab unity. For 
many years, slogans substi- 
tuted the truth and masked the 
reasons that led to (he retarda- 
tion of Arabs in nearly every 
aspect of development, be i'l 
the economic, military, cultu- 
ral. scientific or social. 

The Arab World has fallen 
in its own and trap by the 
persistent description of its 
past fflilitaiy failures as succes- 
ses and victories. It persisted in 
the flawed economic, political 
and social dimension which in 
turn carried very serious con- 
sequences that helped further 
deteriorate the fragile Arab 
body. The real problem has 
been the constant masking of 
the many structural cracks 
leading in turn to diminishing 
hopes improvement or mea- 
sured advancement. 

We live in a world where 
many of its nations achieved 
tangible results and rose to 
super levels of power. Ironical- 
ly. much of this was possible 
only after these same nations 
suffered miliiar)* defeats that 
carried massive destruction 
with varying degrees of dam- 
age to the many structural 
orders in any society. There 
are many examples to draw 
conclusions from and include 
countries such as Germany. 
Japan and Italy. However, 
military defeats contributed 
dramatfcaily to economic, poli- 
tical and soda] successes in 
these nations, as shortfalls 
were seriously addressed after 
the war. Such factors had nev- 
er been addressed, analysed or 
even considered in the Arab 
World. 

It is imperative that one 
should look ahead while draw- 
ing from examples and ind- 
dences in the past. This is 
imftoilant^so'asTiot' to tiinder 
•the process, of* improvcjnenl 
and advancement towards a 
better self and an even better 
sodety. 

Strategists conclude that 
power is composed of five 
different resources: military, 
economic, political, cultural, 
and tedinological and scien- 
tific. When a country ha.s the 
full range of power resources 
together with the will to use 
them and the ability «lo pull 
them together, then that coun- 
try possesses the criteria of a 
st^rpower. Only the United 
States at present can pass for 
that as all the potential chal- 
tenyrs are defidem in some 
respect regarding these power 
resources. Russia and East 
European countries lag econo- 
mically: China's politfcal sys- 


tem is frail: Europe lacks poli- 
tical unity: Japan is defident 
military, with a culture that 
does not carry a global appeal. 
It is equally important that 
power resources also form the 
seeds and define the ingre- 
dients of unity: the more the 
resources and the ability to pull 
them together, the stronger the 
chances for unity within a na- 
tion or group of nations. 

Ironically, the Arab World 
constantly speaks of language 
and religion as its two main 
resources for power and unity, 
although these two criteria are 
not so defined by the interna- 
tional strategists — valid exam- 
ple is the European Commun- 
ity which is made up of coun- 
tries with different languages 
and varied forms of Christian- 
ity and religions, but united in 
interest. However, we are witl- 
ing to accept the argument that 
the Arab World remains un- 
ited in language, religion and 
po^bly culture. But it de- 
finitely lacks almost every 
other resource of power — its 
sdence and technology are im- 
ported and so is its military 
hard«*are and capability: there 
is «’ast disparity in wealth wirft- 
out anv clearly defined 


men&e resources that can pro- 
vide tlw required human and 
capital impetus. Through Arab 
regional cooperation, a 
mechanism can be started so as 
to proride momentum that in- 
corporates in the process many 
forms of cooperation in various 
fields. These may include fi- 
nance. education, industry, 
agriculture and others. 

To simply focus on geog- 
raj^ic unity as the sole aspira- 
tion of Arabs will certainly 
nullify this mechanism and its 
multed momentum and ren- 
der the whole process futile. 
One must always elevate the 
pmsibic above the ideal to 
make things work. 

The Arab World needs to 
embark on ma.ssive plans for 
further building its infrastruc- 
ture. This requires immense 
spending and high levels of 
planning and ulltxration of re- 
sources. whether scarce or in 
abundance. The Arab World is 
characterised by unfair and un- 
just distribution of wealth. 
Due to colonial, “artiftciar' 
divisions and transparent 
teundaries. the Arab World 
was partitioned in a most bizar- 
re manner. t>iearly 95 per cent 
of Arab wealth Is controlled by 


**Deatocratic ride is tbe vital artery for 
improving tbe Arab body. Many lessons in 


democracy and humanity can be drawn brom 
Arab and Islamic history which can apply 
closer to tbe area and its needs tilian amply 
introducing and adopting westan ideas.** 


outward-looking economic 
polides: total disunity is pre- 
vailing politically: Arab culture 
is alien to the industrialised 
West, and Islam is totally mis- 
understood and misrepre- 
sented. There is a compelling 
need for the Arab World to 
start building its power re- 
sources and pulling them 
together with the added advan- 
tages of the ooe-religion. one- 
language phenomenon. It 
needs to And a mechanism that 
works, away from the one- 
nation, one-body slogans. 
Maybe It needs to think of 
itself as a group with common 
destiny and shared interest — 
the Group of Arab Nations 
(GAN). 

In this context, the Arab 
League was a dying body from 
the day of Its onset, it was 
founded under the auspices of 
the colonbing powers and its 
charter contributed more to 
diversity than unity. The 
league received its most se- 
rious and possibly fatal chal- 
lenge from the Gulf war. 

Henceforth. GAN needs to 
focus on Arab unity through 
cooperation and shared in- 
terest rather than pure geog- 
raphic welding. Ostensible 
gains have to supersede any 
differences, and regional in- 
terests replace narrowly-drawn 
national benefits. The overall 
Arab economy cuntains im- 


about 5 per cent of the Arab 
people. To further compoutMl 
thb. much of the Arab petro- 
doilars are fed back into the 
industrialised world financial 
tystems and institutions. Arab 
investments fell far short of 
contributing to Arab advance- 
ment. and led to widening the 
gap between rich and poor. 
Bitterness characterised this 
outo>me. GAN needs to estab- 
lish and Arab Development 
Fund financed by petro-dollars 
ftom rich Arab countries, so as 
to support the poor majority to 
build its infrastructure. It 
needs to implement projects of 
development acros-s the Arab 
World. It needs to invest in 
varioi» Arab countries so us to 
improve particular skills, natu- 
ral resources or human capabi- 
lities that characterise each 
country and control each in- 
vestment. It is ludicrous that 
the great majority of Arabs 
have to live ascetically whilst 
Arab money is deposited in the 
industrialised West. The status 
quo between the haves and 
have-nots certainly needs 
addressing. 

We Jive in « global world 
where many countries share 
intcrcsis and drive benefits. It 
is also a world where the big 
and powerful control the des- 
tiny of the small and weak. No 
one Arab country, no multcr 
how vast its resources arc. can 


claim a self-chosen destiny in 
this global environment. But 
the whole Arab World in its 
unity can. It can deal with 
nations on shared interests and 
hcnefit.s. It can demand respect 
as equal. It can impose its 
ideas, demand its security and 
seek out justice. The Gulf war 
confirmed the asininity of the 
reliance by many Arab coun- 
tries on supf>oscdly ‘•eternal 
friends" in this world. 

GAN needs to consider 
many more issues. It needs to 
establish a defensive mechan- 
ism against the “modern-era 
colonialism". It needs to trans- 
fer technology and adapt it to 
suit its requirements in build- 
ing its institutions and design- 
ing its future better. By simply 
importing technology from the 
industrialised West, the Arab 
World will be permanently de- 
pendent on countries responsi- 
ble for such technology. It also 
has to seriously consider this as 
a priority Issue for Arab inde- 
pendence. This secures hence- 
forth the livelihood of future 
generations and guarantees 
dignified living. 

A strong group of Arab na- 
tions guarantees there can nev- 
er be global silence to ignored 
Arab rights, lost humanity and 
denied justice. The plight of 
the Palestinians must never be 
ignored as Palestine was. and 
will always be. an integral pan 
of the Arab World, and its 
people can and should contri- 
bute to its advancement and 
cohesion. 

Last but not least. GAN has 
to provide the foundation for 
democracy and its application 
in the Arab World. Tltis is the 
biggest, probably most serious 
challenge of alt. Much of the 
prospective and potential lead- 
ership is destroyed in the un- 
democratic process in most 
pans of the Arab World. This 
leaves a continuous vacuum as 
countries do not provide the 
basis for people to carry the 
responsibility and continue the 
process where others' accom- 
plishments end. People have to 
be represented as much as au- 


By Mkhad Jansen 


THREE YEARS after the 
launch of the Gulf war which 
led to the establishment of a 
“safe haven" for Iraq’s Kurds 
in the north of the countiy, 
the western-protected area is 
neither “safe” nor a 
“haven". 

A brain drain caused by 
the emigration of edi^ced 
townsmen and professionals 
from "Free Kurdistan" has 
forced the Kurdish author- 
ities to impose stringent res- 
trictions on people wishing to 
leave. It is ironic that the 
Kurdish administration, 
which daims to be democra- 
tic, has bad to follow the 
undemocratic example of 
Baghdad and require inhabi- 
tants of the “haven" to ac- 
quire an exit permit before 
travelling abroad via Turkey 
or Iran. 
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exacerbated by the example 

of "Free Kurdistan" in north- i penfs. 
cm Iraq. Since October, Tur- a. ibe 

key bas been carrying oot ^ 

^radic cross-border raidi, 


either against aUeged PKK \o 


guerrilla camps or riUages 
where Turkish Kurds have 
taJeen refuge. In December, 
Ankara announced dat it 
had killed nearly IfiOO Kank 
on the Iraqi side of tbe bor- 
der (More than 10,500 have 
been killed in southeastern 
Turkey, where about half of 
Turkey's 10-12 million Kurds 
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live, since the PKK began its 

revolt in 1986 and 4.000 dor- 

big 1993. In the first week of 

January, Ankara suspended 't ' 

plans to cut by one-third its ,h, 

600.000-sirong aimed forces ^ .L 

because of the insurgency.) 


nne the 


thority is recognised for ibe 
benefit of the nation as a 


whole. Byl«niring power with 
the elite, social and technolo- 
gical advancement is curtailed 
as this minority grouping con- 
stantly denies (he population 
what may form a source of 
challenge to the elite's many 
self-bestowed privileges. To 
make sodety advance, all its 
members should perform their 
role as best they can. This 
performance is the biggest 
source of strength for every 
Arab country. 

Democratic rule is the vital 
arrery for improving the Arab 
body. Many lessons in demo- 
crat and humanity can be 
drawn from Arab and Islamic 
history which can apply closer 
to the area and its needs than 
simply introdudng .ind adopt- 
ing western ideas. 


Middle class families have 
been leaving in large num- 
bers because of both econo- 
mic hardship and insecurity. 

*‘Free Kurdistan" is a 
poor, mountainous region 
which has no major natural 
resource to earn it the foreign 
currency h requires to buy 
the capital and consumer 
goods it needs. The area has 
been ravaged by decades of 
warfare and mudi of its in- 
frastructure destroyed. To 
make matters worse, the 
Kurdte live under a double 
blockade: the first imposed 
by the western powers 
against Iraq through the 
U.N. sanctions regime and 
the second by Baghdad to 
punish tbe Kurds for their 
rebellion against the govern- 
ment and their alliance with 
Che West. The 2.2 million 
Kurds (out of a total Iraqi 
Kurd population of 4 million) 
who live in the “haven" suf- 
fer from lack of basic food- 
stuffr and medicine, shortage 
of electric power and massive 
unemployment due to a low 
level of economic activity. 

The economic situation has 
grown steadily woise beo^use 
western donors, experiencing 
"compassion Fatigue" and 
loss of interest In a chronic 
crisis, have cut financial 
assistance to the "haven”. 
Furthermore, since last sum- 
mer, the “total war" between 
tbe Marxist Kurdish Workers 
Party (the PKK) and the Tur- 
kish army has disrupted the 
illegal transit trade in Iraqi oil 
smuggled to Turkey which 
provided “Free Kurdistan" 
with an independent income. 


Tehran opened up a 
second, eastern front by 
attacking dissident Iranian 
Kurds living in villages in 
Iraqi Kurdistan near the Ira- 
nian frontier. 
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And, at tbe end Decem- 
ber. there were several days 
of fierce fighting in tbe heart 
of "Free Kurdistan" at, its 
two main towns, Erbil and 
Suleimaniyah, between 
heavily-armed filters of the 
Iranian-backed Kurdish Isla- 
mic Movement and of Jalal 
Talabani’s Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (the PUK), which 
shares power wth Massoud 
Barzani’s Kurdish Dem^a- 
tic Party (the KDI^. The 
violence gave rise to an ex- 
change of accusations be- 
tween the two parties, com- 
plicating their already diffi- 
cult relationship:* tbe Pl^ 
attacked tbe KDP for trying 
to take advantage of the 
situation while the KDP criti- 
cised the PUK for carrying its 
fight with the Islamists tt> Uie 
towns. 
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The war in eastern Turkey 
has spilled over into northern 
Iraq. Tbe Iraqi Kurds have 
received thousands of re- 
fugees and fighters driven 
across the frontier by the 
Turkish army seeking to sup- 
press a separatist insurgency 


It is an historic irony that it 
should have been the British 
Prime Minister. John Major, 
who proposed the policy of 
"safe haven” and aerial ex- 
clusion zone to protect Iraqi 
Kurds after the Gulf -war 
because it was a predealssor' 
who first authorised Britsfa 
aircraft to bomb insurgent 
Kurds after World War I. ft is 
a political irony that Ankara 
should be threatened by local 
Kurdish separatists who have 
taken their cue from Iraqi 
Kurds across the border 
whose separatist ambitions 
would amount to nothing 
without the support of tbe 
western powers based at In- 
drlik airbase in Turkey, ^id 
it is a tra^c irony that hapless 
Kurdish civilians, in northern 
Iraq, supposedly "safe" in 
the "haven", and in eastern 
Turkey, should pay the price 
of a western poli'Q' designed 
to destabilise the Iraqi regime 
of Saddam Hussein. 


When nothing is left to lose, violence may break loose 


By Zeid Zalatimo 


Watching the news on Friday 
night one could not help but 
remember David Korc!<h. spir- 
itual leader of the Branch 
Davidians and his hold up in 
Waco. Texas la.st winter. The 
Friday night siege w,is in Heb- 
ron. where the alleged leader 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement for the Hebron 
area was hold up with three 
other alleged Hamas members. 

The main rimilarity of this 
siege with Waco i.v the u.>»c of 
force by the authorities. In 
Waco. David Koresh led his 
followers to mass suicide, using 
some Biblical references (o en- 
sure them eternal salvation. 
His followers, numbering over 
100. were armed to the' teeth 
w'ith automatic weapons and 
explosives. The Branch Davi- 
dian compound was besieged 
after agents from the Narcotics 
and Firearms .Administration 
were attacked while issuing a 
search warrant for illegal pos- 
session of firearms. Two agents 
'were killed, three were in- 
jured. What followed w*as a 
two-month-Ionc stand off in 
w’hich the compound was sur- 
rounded by armored vehicles 
and hundreds of law enforce- 







pushes the intended. Bailing 
out from too much bloodshed 
would be considered aberrant 
behaviour for both sides of this 
struggle. 

Going hack to Waco, Amer- 
ican law enforcement agents 
issued Koresh and his follow- 
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ment agents. 

Like the Hamas held up in 
Hebron, the images coming 
from Waco resembled a war- 
front. Law enforcement agen- 
cies were obsessed with Duvid 
Koresh. One could nor help 
but question the reasons be- 
hind the attack and the subse- 
quent siege of the compound, 
other than the embara.s.smeni 
Koresh caused the Narcotics 
and Firearms Administration, 
whose agents were not ade- 
quately prepared to deal with 
the Branch Davidians. More 
importantly. Koresh's follow- 


ers made American law en- 
forcement agents look bad on 
national T\'. 

The Israeli army was not 
quite as patient as its American 
counterparts. Friday’s siege 
hsted for one hour and a half, 
the attack on the house was 
swift, and deadly. Other than 
the ouicomc. it is unclear ex- 
actly how- the cvcniv unfolded. 
An Israeli army spokesman 
stated that the 'tcrrorii4s" had 
escaped from u military prisem 
and were hiding in the house 
which was sul^qucntly sur- 
rounded by the Israeli mtliiaiy. 
Contrary ' to army reports, 
neighbours say that the house 
was rented by engineering stu- 
dents from HehrOn Technical 
College, who "...surrendered 
after 9<.l minutes with their 
hands up. and were gunned 
down," a.s one eyewitness said. 
In any cose, what ensued was a 
barrage of Israeli artillery and 
mortar attacks, from land and 


by helicopter. Four Palesti- 
nians were kitfed. all su.spcctcd 
Hamas activists. 

Palestinian activists have 
cmbairnssed the Israeli army 
for the past four years and 
more rignificamly during the 
last two years. During lust 
year. Hamas activists have 
'been engaging the army m 
armed conflicts sporadically 
Nit with increasing resilience, 
as the deadline for Palestinian 
semi-auionomy approaches. In 
response, the Israeli army is 
also increasing the level of 
Nulality with which it combats 
any acts of resistance. The 
army lit the night over Hebron 
with flares, placed the town 
under total curfew. aiLickcd 
the house held up by the activ- 
ists with hulicoptcr artillery 
and mortar, shoulder-launched 
nK'keis and automatic fire. 

Friday was a fantastic dis- 
play ot the extent to which llic 
IDF will go to ensure a "pcuce- 


ful" transition to the semi- 
,'Uitonnmnus enclaves. This is 
quite consistent with Yitzhak 
Rabin's Iron Fist policy which 
he initiated us defence minister 
:it the beginning of the intifa- 
da. in 1987. TTiis policy has 
basically been the “break their 
hone ‘ill there arc no more to 
break' doctrine which has gov- 
erned Istac'i policy in the occu- 
pied tcrritoiics throughout the 
intifada. 

Now. in the post-intif:id.t, 
pre-semi autonomous stage, 
the Israeli army is carrying out 
attacks on activists, such us 
shnot-in-kilJ. targctini; any 
masked activists, deploying 
agents in “Arab" garb to act us 
u fifth column during demon- 
strations. and now the Hebron 
siege. The implications of the 
siege arc dangerous. It is the 
first time since 1967 that the 
Israeli military has used air and 
mortar to attack Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. The 


use of such weapons is signifi- 
cant tn that- It goes beyond 
conventional Israeli use of 
force. I believe it marl« the 
beginning of a new phase of 
Israeli occupation poiicv; 
use full, and decisive mditarv 
attacks against Palestinian 
activists. In which case we can 
expect to sec a significant 
esca anon of Palestinian 
attacks on Israeli targets and 
brutal Israeli counterattacks 
Palestinian aaivisjs (Hamas 
and other factions) have 
pixwn foai they do not scare 

vdfed and have an equally hich 

whai ihey believe in. There arc 
no indications that most 
PaUstiman factions in the 
Wupied territories will back 

f'®"* ®*‘”^*'** struggle, 
bimilarl). the lifacUs l^ve 

proven to be verv goal 
oriented, in that they fonSw a 
strategy through till'it 


heed to Hamas and other 
Palestinian factions is give up 
or die. However, unlik* 
Hamas, the Branch Davidian's 
were a tiny fringe of the Amer- 
ican society, most of whom 
died in the Waco sietge. Hamas 
is far from being a fringe in the 
Palestinian community. Rc' 
cent, estimates put Hamas's 
support amongst Palestinians 
in the occupied territories at 30 
per cent. What will the Israeli 
army do with this 30 per Mill 
add to it supporters of other 
Palestinian factions that are 
actively opposed to occupation 
and to the peace accords. Will 
they too have to give up or die? 
Constructive steps towards 
peace do not include barbaric 
military sieges and placing en- 
tire towns under house arrest. 
They do not include shooting 
twelve demonstrators in Gaza 
(Jan, 15. 1994). 

Israel and the PLO can no 
longer afford to overlook the 
growing number of miliiafll 
opponents to the peace 
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growing number of militant Jsbi „‘gns 
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The writer is un Amman-bleed 
businessman. He contriboted 
the above comment to tbe Jof- 
dan Times. 
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Peres said trying to keep 
Jerusalem Post in check 


SHIMON Peres, the Israeli 
foreign minister, has dedared 
vvar on the right-wing Jeru- 
salem Post newspaper by can- 
celling 1,100 minis^ subscrip- 
tions. because the paper is 
undennining the government's 
peace efforts, writes Sarah 
Helm. Mr. Peres, the chief 
architect of the Gaza-Jericho 
accord, has been angered by 
the antaognistic attitude taken 
by the paper to Israel’s deal 
with the Palestine Liberarion 
Organisation. 

Wb. Peres is not concerned 
about the Jerusalem Post's in- 
fluence on domestic public 
opinion, but rather the effect it 
may have on opinion abroad. 
As the only Israeli English- 
language daily, it is an interna- 
tional opinion-former. Tlie 
paper has been distributed free 
at Israeli embassies. 

The Jerusalem Post, which 
used to have a dovish ^itorial 
Une, su}^rting the Lab^r 
Party, moved to the far right 
under Conrad Black, who 
bought Che Post in 1989 when 
the hawkish Ukud party was in 
power. Mr. Black also owns 
the Daily and Sunday Tele- 
graph. 

I^blicly, the foreign minis- 
try insists die subscription can- 
cellation is simply a cost- 
cutting exercise. However, 
ministry sources close to Mr. 
Peres saw there are strong poli- 
tical motives. Mr. Peres is re- 
ported to be 'Turious" at the 
editorial line taken by the pap- 
er. “His view is — why should - 
we help the enemy,” according 
to one offiical. 

brael is keen to bolster in- 


ternational support for its 
peace efforts and Mr. Peres 
has encouraged diplomats to 
improve public relations. 

While policy-makers at the 
ministry have sold the deal as a 
historic tunung point, the Jeru- 
salem Post has attacked it as a 
sell-out to the “terrorists." 
Three weeks ago, the Post 
reported that the government 
was planning to give back all 
the land seized in the 1967 war 
to ^e Palestinians. Yitzhak 
Rabin, the prime minister, in- 
sists he will not return Israel to 
its pre-1967 borders. The story 
was believed by the foreign 
ministry to have been planted 
in order to stir up Jewish 
opposition abroad to the peace 
accords. 

Mr. Peres was also said to be 
furious at the prominence 
given by the paper to protests 
against the accord by ultra- 
Orthodox Jews. The Post 
opposes the return of any land 
to the Palestinians and refers 
to the occupied territories as 
“Judea. Samaria and Gaza” — 
the term used by the former 
Likud government. 

MPs from the right-wing 
Likud pa^ have accused the 
foreign ministry of gagging the 
press. David Bar-IUan, who 
has been the Post's editor for a 
year, said he would be “ex- 
tremely disappointed” if the 
decision were a political one, 
and insisted that his editorial 
I^licy was balanced and objec- 
tive. When Mr. Black bought 
the Post in 1989, 30 journalists 
walked out in protest — The 
Independent. 


3 sentenced to death; 7 Jailed 

(CoadBned from page 1) 


GID before they were transfer- 
red to Zarka military prison in 
August and that they were 
coerced by GID offlceis into 
agning confessions given to 
^j. IBjazi. 

The court, however, said 
that the testimony of the clerk 
u^o wrote down the defen- 
dants* statements proved that 
only Maj. Hijazi, the clerk and 
one defendant at a time were 
present during the prosecution 
questioning, contradicting: 
daiiiis 1^ the accused that a GID 
officer was present and issuing 
threats during the qiuestioning. 

The judges also said that 
testimonies by other witnesses 
who were detained at the GID, 
indudtng Mr. Abu Rishta and 
Mr. Kbawaldeh, who denied 
they were beaten or abused 
du^g their detention at the 
G£D, made the panel conclude 
that there was no evidence to 
prove the defendants were 
actn^y tortured. The court 
ato noted that die doctors who 
checked the defendants for 
agns of torture in October did 
not prove that they were physi- 
cally abused. 

More than two dozen men 
were detained at the GTD in 
April and May in connection 
with the plot, but most of them 
were released. 

The presiding judge re- 
minded the defence that the 
verdict could now be appealed. 
Defence lawyers later told re- 
porters that they would im- 
mediately ^peal the verdict in 
the court of appeals, a dvil 
court, where the whole case 
would be beard again. 

This would be die first secur- 
ity case to be appealed since 


Parliament last year amended 
the State Security Court Law 
to allow for appeal of the 
court's verdict. The old law 
made the military court’s ver- 
dict final, unless the King 
issues a pardon. 

The verdict was read amid , 
tight security where more than ' 
two dozen heavily-armed milit- 
ary police lined the courtroom, I 
while dozens of others sur- I 
rounded the premises of the 
courthouse. Blue-clad riot 
police also stood outside the 
gates of the court, preventing 
^ women relatives of some of 
* the defendants from- gefliirg 
'‘too .close to the courthoure. 

Mothers and sisters of the . 
accused men, who were pre- 
vented from attending the final I 
session, began screarmng and ^ 
crying in the street when tb^ 
heard of the court ruling. 

“This government is nnjust, 
may God curse you,” wailed 
one mother as another son 
tried to calm her down. 

Last week, nine men related 
to some of Ae defendants were 
detained following fist-fights 
between them and police at the 
court alter they protested the 
court’s bearing of the cleric- 
who testified that no GID 
officer was present during the 
prosecution questioning. 
Security sources said the nine 
were still in detention, and, 
though two are expected to be 
released, the others are 
charged with contempt of 
court. 

Before the court read out 
the detailed verdict, defence 
lawyers insisted that the pro- 
secution had failed to prove 
any of the charge agmnst theu- 
cUents, and continued to deny 
rbc charges. 


Assad: Normal ties possible 


(Conthmed from p^e 1) 

The American president said 
be was confident that progress 
would be made at die resump- 
tion of talks between Israel and 
Syria in Washington next 
week. 

Asked if Mr. Assad had pro- 
vided assurances he was willing 
to give Israel open borders, 
free trade and diplomatic rela- 
tions, Mr. Clinton said: **The 
short answer is yes.” 

Israel has demanded such 
assurances before it offers any 
'territorial concessions.” The 
Jewish state has long insisted it 
would not turn over the Golan 
Heights, strate^ land it siezed 
from Syria in the 1967 war. 

Syria's immediate goal is the 
return of the Heights. 

The United States and Syria 
have a complicated reia- 
tionship: although Syria is on 
the U.S. State Department’s 
list of nations that support ter- 
rorism,” Mr. Assad worked to 
help free American hostages 
held for years in Beirut wd 
badted the U.S.-led coalition 
against Iraq in the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Assad 
spolte of each other in com- 
plimentary terms, with Mr. 
Assad paymg tribute to the 
American leader’s pursuit of 
peace in the Middle East, and 
Mr. Qinton noting the Syrian 
leader had demonstrated bis 
longstanding reputation for 
stamina in their talks. 

Clinton said Mr. Assad 


had convinced him he ^ fil- 
ing to assume a leadership role 
in achieving peace in the Mid- 
dle East. At the same time, 
Mr. Clinton smd there were 
“differences between us” but 
they had not been discussed 
directly at the meeting. 

Mr. Clinton said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Cbristopter and Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa 
would take those issues up, 
including U.S. charges Aat 
Syria supports “terrorist” 
organisations. 

He also smd there were no 
discussiotis about the details 
for any withdrawal of the 
40,000 Syrian troops in Leba- 
non _« 

A senior U.S. official said 
what Mr. Assad had said on 
normal relations with Israel 
broke new ground 

“What the Israelis have been 
waiting to hear is the word 
‘normal’,” he said. “The effea 
chat Che words will have is to 
kick forward the (Syrian- 
Israeli) talks when they resume 
in Wi^ington next week,” he 
a^d. 

The senior U.S. official, 
pressed on whether Mr. Qin- 
ton and I^. Assad went into 
details on normal relations, 
said: “To expect him (Assad) 
to go beyond that at this stage 
is unrealistic. He in the past 
has been extremely reluctant 
to do any of these things. And 
the fact that he did it today is 
an important step in the pro- 
cess.” 


The other side of human rights: tidal wave of unfit water 


Countries and peoples are by and large obsessed by political 
dimensions of human rights at the expense of other human 
rights aspiccts that could be sometimes infinitely more press- 
ing. A good case in point is (he water situation in Gaza Strip 
which apparently is not drawing much attention from any side, 
including the Israelis who govern the area as well as the 
Palestinian leadership which aims to acquire effective control 
over the strip. 

It has been brought to my attention at a recent international 
conference organised by Israeli scientists that due to extensive 
well drillings in the baza area, the water condition has 
deteriorated to such an extent that it threatens epidemics, and 
possibly kidney failure on a mass scale. It seems that the water 
quality there has deteriorated considerably in recent years due 
to excessive drilling brought about by changing the chemical 
composition of the water. 

Of course, the Israeli side would put the blame on the 
Palestinians for overdrilltng. In part, they are correct, to the 
extent that the Palestinian leadership should have shown some 
degree of appreciation of the problem by raising the issue with 
their own people as well as with the Israeli occupying 
authorities. While the primary responsibilities with the Israeli 
government, it cannot be overemphasised for aDowing, in the 
first place, the water situation in Gaza Strip to deteriorate to 
such an extent us to require, extensive drilling. There can be 
no escape from the conclusion that the FLO itself should 
shoulder part of the responsibility. 

When the Israeli scientists attending the above-mentioned 
conference talked about the problem us looming dangerously 
on the horizon, none of the Palestinian or other Arab 


By Wfrieed Sadi 

participants responded in any manner as to suggest the lea.st 
concern. In a way. this Arab disrespect for the quality of life of 
their people under occupation could be explained more in 
cultural terms since in the developing countries environmental 
considerations have yet to attain the degree of prominence. 

We have seen this dire neglect bordering on criminal 
negligence in many Arab states where the quality of water 
their peoples drink and use is never seen as a high priority 
issue. The same goes for food contamination, especially when 
insecticides or pesticides are used indiscriminately, without 
real control by the concerned authorities. 


Human Rights File 


But to get back to the Gaza case, it appears that the water 
situation there has already reached an alarming point where it 
could affect the mujoriry of the half a million Gazans during 
the upcoming years. What is the sense of gaining political 
freedom if the people concerned are doomed to die from 
diseases. 

The right to life comes ahead of ail other human rights 
aspirations, according to all existing human rights conventions 
and treaties. \^en there is no life, there can te no freedom or 
independence or an opportunity to exercise the right to 
seif -determination. This is basic. Why then such gross indiffer- 
ence to an ominous phenomenon that is unfolding before the 
eyes of all parties to the peace process? 

To put the issue in proper perspective. Israel is the first 
party to be blamed for the water situation in the area. When a 


couniiy occu|!Hes another's territory, it assumes responsibility 
for its well-being and the well-being of its inhabitants. 
Obviously the Israeli government is privy to the information 
that the ' water situation in the Gaza Strip has become 
untenable from the health point of view. Surely Tel Aviv 
knows only too well why excessive drilling for' water has 
become necessary for the Palestinian people in the Gaza area. 
They also know what are the chemical contents of the drinking 
water that is consumed by the people. Why nothing has been 
done to prevent the crisis or rather the catastrophe from taking 
place is something that cannot be left without adequate 
accountability. 

The secondary responsibility of the Palestinian leadership, 
whether local or external, cannot be glossed over either. The 
people should have been told by rheir leaders that no matter 
how pressing water drilling has become, they have to know the. 
health implications of such drilling. It seems nothing of the 
sort has taken place. No public outcry or dissemination of 
information about the problem has ever been undertaken. 
Since the ongoing peace process also deals with mundane 
issues as water resources, it would be most useful to put this 
problem on the agenda of the multilateral peace talks dealing 
with water in a bid to prevent the problem from exacerbating. 
This is where the Arab side should assume direct responsibility 
for addressing the issue since the Arab Palestinians themselves 
have the vested interest to stay alive. 

We cannot expect the Israelis to be more concerned about 
the quality of life among the Palestinians than the Arab 
parties. This is where more work has to be done to reverse the 
tide in the water situation in the occupied territories. 


Warning bell sounded for world’s oceans 


By Denise Searle 


LONDON — The oceans are 
“showing alarming signs of 
harm” and this could cause 
wide-ranging damage to the 
global environment, according 
to a new study by the Worl- 
dwatch Institute. 

The Washington-based orga- 
nisation says the decline is 
caused largely by over-fishing, 
pollution, transport of "exo- 
tic” species in ballast water of 
big ships, construction of dams 
which reduce freshwater flows 
and coastal structures which 


alter the impact of tides and 
currents. A key sign of these 
problems is the reduction m 
fish catches, which are a major 
source of animal protein, parti- 
cularly irj many Third World 
countries. 

“It's now believed that all 17 
of the world's major fishing 
areas have been fished beyond 
their limits to replenish”, says 
the institute. “Nine of theu 
fisheries are in serious de- 
cline." 

“Current government poli- 
cies continue to support over- 
fishing. and international laws 
do not adequately protect 
coastal ecosystems, which not 


only feed fish, but have be- 
come the new frontier of 
medical research.” 

The report, bv stuff member 
Peter Weber, dtes United Na- 
tions Food anfl Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO') figures 
which indicate that the annual 
world catch is unlikely to reach 
and maintain the proj'ected 1(H) 
million tonnes unless stocks 
are better managed. 

The FAO largely agrees with 
WorldWatch's ronclusions. but 
emphasises that the decline in 
quality of fish stocks is as im- 
portant as the drop in volume. 
High value species such us cod 
and haddock are becoming 


Endangered birds make 
comeback on NZ Island 


By Pamela Graham 
Reuftff 

KAPrn. ISLAND;. New Zea- 
land — Visitors to Kapiti Is- 
land leam quickly what it is 
like to be mobMd by rare 
birds. 

The red and brown kaka 
swoop from the trees to perch 
on heads and .shoulders. 
“They’re a stroppy lot,” con- 
servation department ranger 
Peter Daniel says. 

The kaka, native parrots 
rarely seen in the wild, feed in 
groups of 10 or more from a 
trough of sugared water. When 
they ve had their fill, the black, 
green and white tui take over. 

“'Tliere’s no bird that enjoys 
life so much as the tui,“.Mr. 
Daniel says. He should know. 
He has lived with the birds on 
Kapiti' for 17 years and still 
considers himself a visitor. 

l>^piti has become a sanctu- 
ary for rebuilding species deci- 
mated by Polynesian and 
European immigration. It is 
also an example of how native 
forest can regenerate after 
being three-quarters destroyed 
by axe and fire. 

New Zealand's management 
of bird species has been criti- 
cised in the media for its 
bureaucracy. Kapiti represents 
a balancing act between com- 
pering interests. 

These include disputes be- 
tween conservationists about 
what species should and should 
not be put on the island, dis- 
putes with local fisherman over 
a marine reserve off the island, 
varying opinions on how to 
eradicate two species of rats 
from the islana without dis- 
rupting birdlife, and the issues 
of the rights of local Maori and 
access in general. 

“It's so hard getting it 
right,” says Mr. Daniel. 

Goats were eradicated in 
1928, cats in 1934, sheep left in 
the 1930s and 22,500 possums 
were removed by 19w. 

The eradication of possums 
was an important milestone as 
opinion before the programme 
started was (hat it couldn't be 
done. Traps and dogs were 
used over several years. 

New Zealand conservation- 
ists' biggest enemy is the rat. 
introduced by ship-borne 
European settlers in the I9th 
century. Rats have decimated 
the country's bird population, 
more than half of which was 
flightless before vermin ar- 
rived. 

Keeping the nature reserves 
free of rats is crudal to their 
success as most birds are slow- 
moving and unable to defend 
themselves. 

Access to Kapiti, a thin sliv- 
er of land that rises majestical- 
ly out of the Tasman Sea just 
north of Wellington, is tightly 
controlled by the government. 
Only 5U people per day are 
allowed to visit and weekend 
visitors can wait up to a year 
for a permit. 

Sheer cliffs rise 520 metres 


to the summit of Kapiti on the' 
western side and there are few 
. landing spots. Thar , makes it 
, peHect for 'conservation work 
' tliat' is attracting 'international 
interest. 

Inhabited by the Maori war- 
rior Te Rauparaha. who used it 
as a stronghold in the 1820s, 
Kapiti became a whaling sta- 


tion and then was cleared and 
fanned in the 1840s when the 
vegetation was burnt off. It 
became a public reserve in 
1897. 

The Department of Con- 
servation sees Kapiti's con- 
tribution to the survival of bird 
spedes as being of internation- 
al importance. 


HELNAN SHEPHEARD HOTEL 

A Fin'C star hold located in the heart of downtown 
Cairo , with a breathtaking Nile view . - First built 
in I84i . this historic hold was rcbiiiit in its 
prescni location . withoui compromising its das-, 
sic magnifice/u st\le . enjoys \’arious cmerrain- 
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JL^CibU JoMjVl 

Middle East Business Group Corp. 


Needs to recruit the following: 


Sales Representative (male or female) 


Presentable appearance. 

Prior experience in fast moving consumer 
goods in the Jordan market a must. 
Good command of English. 
Preferably owns a car. 


Secretary 


Presentable appearance. 

At least 2-3 years experience. 
Knowledge of computers. 

Good command of English. 

For appointments, please call 651445,643447. 



rare and are being replaced by 
lower value and less stable 
varieties such as squid and 
pollack, explained Chris New- 
ton. chief of the FAO's fishery 
information service. 

“Of the total marine catch in 
1991. 81.1 million tonnes, or 25 
per cent, came from five spe- 
pies; Alaska Pollack. South 
American Pilchard. Peru\ian 


Anchovy. Chilean Jack Mack- 
eral. Japanese Pilchard”, he 
said. And he is concerned ab- 
out this increasing reliance on 
a small number of species with 
a variable catch. 

The Worldwatch report 
points out that Third World 
countries are exporting an in- 
creasing percentage of their 
fish to gain the hard currency 


needed to pay off pressing 
foreign debts. This leaves less 
for local people. 

“Increasing poverty, in turn, 
drives the fishing problem into 
an even more vicious circle", 
says .Mr. Weber. “As fish be- 
come more scarce, more 
fishers turn to destructive prac- 
tices such as fishipjg with 
.poisons or dynamite — PANOS. 


Challenge for Better Healthcare 


Due to the expansion of its business activities in Third Party Administration and 
Managed Care (healthcare) in Jordan, MedNet through its Franchisee 
Jordanian service company is seeking applicants for the following positions for 
its setHjp in Jordan: 


1. MIS Manager (MMI8) 

Reports hierarchically fy the Franchisee 
General Manager; the incumbent shall 
implement arTrf maintain Ore management 
information system of the FrancNser. 

Requirements: 

• Bachelor's Degree (nMniMn) in Comput& 
science. 

9 F^)rtouse3(penerK>ainsertiwposition(3 
years minimum), pref&^ify in UNIX and 
ORACLE enwronment. 


2L Chief Accountant 

Rqjwts to ffreFr^ichisee genera/ mutagen 
Ore incumbent Shan be r^ronsit^ for all 
financial and administrative matters of the 
Franchisee. 


Requirements: 

9 Accounting diploma 
anatrtousexpertonceinsertiorpositionfS 
years rrunirmjm). 


3L Marketing St Customer 
Service Manager (MMCS) 

R^xirts to ttre Franchisee General Manager: 
ttie incumb&rt shall be responsible tor the 
cwrtractual relations between the Frsrrchisee 
and tire participating insurance compaives 
including marketing matters, traaringand 
production. 

Requirements: 

9 Bachelor's degree (minimum) in Business 
Administration, preferably with 
^jecialisation in insurance. 

• Previous expen&ice in Insurance of 
Persons (Life, Health. Accident) preferably 
in a senior position. 


For these positions MedNet Jordanian Franchisee offers a competitive 
saiary/benefits and excellent future career in a dynamic environment. 

All applicants should be fluent in Arabic and English. Knowledge of other 
languages(s) will be considered an asset. 

Interviewers shall be conducted in Amman after applications review. 

Rease send your resume to: 

Alt: Human Resources Department 
P.O.BOX 9188 
Amman 11191 Jordan. 

AJJ applications shall be treated con&dentiaUy. 


4. Nurse Delegates 

Reports to the MedNet Claim centre 
Manager the incumbents shall undertake 
pre~hospitaiisatkm review, medics^ case 
management and review. 

Requirements: 

t^kirsing Diploma from a recognised school 
(3 years minimum). 

9 Prewous experience in healthcare services 
(1 year rrunimum). 

9 Communication skills and excellent 
pres&itation. 

9 Excellent Imowledge of Medical 
termifH^jgy. 


5. Executive Secretary 

Assists tile Division Manners; the 

incumb&it shall undertake all secietariai 

duties including word processing, filing. 

travel and appointment arrangements etc. 

Requirements: 

9 Secretarial dipkxna 

9 Previous experience preferably in a similo’ 
position (2 years minimum). 

9 Dynamic personality with an excellent 
presentation. 

9 Knowledge of Windows enviroivnent under 
DOS (Excel, Word) wll be considered an 
advsmtage. 


V. 
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sees buoyant trade, notably in Asia 


!‘SaSLE. SwitzcrlainU AFPl — 
‘iTniJm!: cvHKiitittns in Asia arc 
buo'\;jni. fiiurcs from the 
*Bi!iTk tor Inicrnaiional Sciilc- 
’•bients (BIS), oucrinj: the lirsi 
nt r'lO.'. have sh''wcil. 
■■■^'•Thc oM’icial BIS tiiiurcs also 
'shr*'.vcd ih.!! Si 1.4 hillioii haJ 
‘flowed into China Jiinni: the 
■_‘f2‘’monihs .lul\. Baiikinj: 
'V>'fhciais I'lcrc commented pri- 
• va(ei> (iiat these infi«iws mi^ht 
’’“uell '.■.\plain the snrj^e ot 
j’rowih and intlation in China. 

in coniTsist, n:ition> issuinj: 
from lite former Soviet L’mon 
had deposited more than S.vS 
'hrilion tn 5IS memhers hanks 
'C4:ams on the reenm had tailen 
hii'ion and undishiirscd 
hud increased sharpK to 
52. n billion. 

3ul banking oftlcials here 
"explained pnvaieK ih.n the fi- 
‘gilres did not necessarily re- 
•Fleet 3 llisihi 'ii capital because 


rcscr\o requiremenis for hanks 
in the former Soviet Union had 
recently been increased and 
this could be an uiulcrlyine 
factor behind funds available 
for Use. 

They said that, while fiiiurcs 
published by the BIS contained 
s«»me maryin of error, they 
could he interpreted as indicat- 
ing ch:it the new outflow of 
capital from Russia was in fact 
easing. 

“Short-term trade tinancing 
has been buoyant in Asia, 
while remaining the only active 
sector of iniernaiional hank 
lending in other parts of the 
developing world.*' the BIS 
reported. ■‘Secondly, local 
hanking systems have made 
extensive use of international 
hanking markets to fund local 
or neighbouring markets. m>i- 
ably in the fast -expanding eco- 
nomies of Asia." 


Metallgesellschaft 
.... -gaved from bankruptcy 


ERANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
•many's 14th largest industrial 
: group. NietallgcscUschaft 
• A.G., clinched a last minute 
[deal with its creditors Saturday 
jta savc it from bankruptcy, 
i The Hm. which faces possi- 
i ble losses of over two billion 
imarl’.s (Si. 14 billion) from 
I U.S, oil deals, said banks and 
[Shareholders agreed to pump 
;in 3.-4 billion marks (SI. 94 bil- 
llion) to keep it afloat and to 
;ailow a major reorganisation. 
> A^lihout the agreement, the 
{company, which employs near- 
,'ly (30.0CW people, would have 
I had to be declared insolvent. 

. ' ‘During 10 hours of talks at a 
' 'i-Fcaakfurt hotel, the firm's 

• Ge.'man creditors agreed to 
, make major concessions after 
j' an original rescue package ran 
I .into flerce opposition from 

* jFrench and other foreign credi- 
i;tdrs. 

|j> {“The creditor banks of 
rlMetallgesellschaft have 
^(approved the 5nancing con- 
Sio^t. pending final approval 
^[ifrbm some (bank) author- 
3 iit(es." the firm said in a state- 
^'Aient. “By overcoming overin- 
^ .■debtedness with this new solu- 
we can begin to im|>le- 
b :mntthe piwned restructuring 
the group." ■ -•» 
^^&m|:^y Chairman Kajo 
' Neukirchen, brought in to sal- 
vagt? the Arm sdler its top 
^naijiagemcnS was uncere- 
2ihoniously fired, said: “With 
Ifthe support of the banks, 
MetalJgeseHschafi now has a 
3 ' basis which has opened up new 
ji prospects." 

"--Onder the accord, it will 
3| receive nev/ equity worth 2.7 
billion marks (5134 billioa) and 
ri credits worth 7UU million 
y| n^ks (S4(K} million). 

Sl '’Foreign creditors had ob- 
i|:juc'ied to r.n ori^na! plan to 
■.'les' *.e ' ' e company and called 
■ispcii m.ijor shareholders to 
assume more of the burden of 
the ftnanct.'ii restructuring. 

- Bcutschc Bank and Dresd- 
' n-cr Bank, which are large 
' share'nolders. agreed to 
assume responsibility for a 


large portion of a 1. 4 billion 
mark (SSOO million) capital in- 
crease. 

German banks in general 
will provide almost half of a 
new credit worth 700 million 
marks (S400 million), an in- 
crease Aom earlier plans. 

The remaining money will 
come from an agreement by 
creditors to convert 1. 3 billion 
marks (S743 million) worth of 
credits into certificates which 
they will be able to swap for 
MetaflgeseHyhaft shares at a 
later date. 

Mr. Neukirchen told repor- 
ters that major efforts would 
be made to save costs and he 
detailed plans to hive off some 
activities. 

The firm would sell car com- 
ponents subsidiary Kolbens- 
chmidt A.G., Canadian mining 
company Metall Mining Corp 
and a 6ut<^ trading group. 

He said the company had to 
save staff costs of 700 million 
marks (S400 million) and the 
board would decide quickly on 
how many jobs would have to 
80- 

“When a company is in such 
a bad state as Matailgesell- 
schaft, there can only be. a 
short-term and not a long-tenn 
time frame for job cuts." he 
said. 

Mr. Neukirchen's predeces- 
sor Heinz Schimmelbusch. a 
flamboyant Austrian manager, 
pursued a rapid path of expan- 
aon after he assumed lead- 
ership of the company in 1989. 

Bui his diversification policy 
ran into trouble and he had to 
report a company loss of 347 
million marks (^00 million) 
for the 1992/93 business year. 

Mr. Neukirchen revised this 
loss to l.S billion marks (SI 
billion) and revealed last 
month that about half the fi- 
gure had come from ordinary 
operations. 

The rest resulted from oil 
deals in the United States 
which went wrong when the oil 
price started plunging last 
year. 
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“!i*s stamped right on my dri^/er*s 
l.’cense. Tm officially too old to 
take you out necking in the car.” 


Unscramble these four Jumb'es. 
.one letter to each square, to !omi 
(cur ordinary words. 


BATHI 


NYMAG 


hi J LOOSER 


t';iSH!LER 


THAT fC°aMWPn WORD GAME. 

^ by Henri AnwM and MHm ArgMon 

r \bu guys are noisy 

! — when you're hungry 

'l 




THSY CALLa? 
TH£ HOReee- WITH 
AC’vJOINING- 6»TALL^. 

Now arrange the oreied tetters to 
term the surpnse answer, as sug- 
eesiod by the above cartoon 
Mr ' 1^"V 


The BIS. known as the cen- 
tral bankers* central hank, said 
thill members hanks' micrna- 
tio ial claims on mm-BIS areas 
de ‘lined hv 52..' billion in the 
fir t hJilf ol !«•>.' 10 Sfvsy.y 
bil ion on an exchange-rate ad- 
justed basis. 

Reductions of 51 billion nr 
more were noted in respect of 
Argentina. China. Australia. 
Venezuela, the former Stiviet 
Union and the Philippines. 

Bui new lending exceeded 
Si billion in respect of Thai- 
land. Portugal. Malax sia. Mex- 
ico. Turkey and Indonesia. 

Meanwhile rhe (iubiliries of 
the bunks to the non-BIS area 
declined h> S22..‘' billion. This 
was because the withdrawal of 
depvisils by a wide range of 
countries "dwarfed" new- de- 
posits of S.s.S billion from Por- 
tugal and S.'.S billion from 
rnrmcr members of the Svxviet 


Union. 

key trend since IW9 had 
been u shortening of the 
maturity profile and this had 
continued in 199.3. By the mid- 
dle of the year the share of 
maturities up to one year hud 
reached an historic high ptnnt 
of .S2.4 per cent of the total. 

While rescheduling agree- 
ments in Latin America and 
big syndicated credits to Asian 
countries “tended to shift the 
balance in favour of long-term 
exposure." these hud" been 
more than offset by “opposite 
forces which appear to have 
gained momentum." 

The bank s:iid one of these 
factors was the buoyant short- 
term trade finance. 

But it also said thar “the 
effects of the disposal of debt 
by creditor banks through va- 
rious debt-reduction schemes 
and the further accumulation 


of interest arrears by a fuxx' 
countries, more than Cixmpen- 
s:iicd for the impact of resche- 
duled debt in the K>oks of the 
hjinks." 

The BIS alsti noted that 
"most affectiNl xvcrc reporting 
Kinks' claims on (he public 
sector, which in mmiinai terms 
were cut by .^0 per cent l»e- 
tween end']9SX and mid- 
1993." 

As a (Kiit of the total ihcy 
were reduced from .3X.ti per 
cent to 25..'v per cent. The hank 
.lisn stiid that by the middle of 
the year loans to developing 
ctmntries totalled S445.I bil- 
lion from 5-142.3 billion at the 
end of 1992. 

“In the 12 months to mid* 
1993. new lending to China 
amounted to S.^.5 Kllton. while 
the country withdrew 57.9 bil- 
lion in deposits with reporting 
bunks." the BIS said. 


Analvsing the situation |n 
easiern Europe, the BIS said 
that .'I decline of 52 billion in 
claims reflected a decline of 
SI. 3 billion in respect of the 
former Si'viet Union. $5lK) mil- 
lion relaled ii' Bulgaria and 
S4IXI ntiflion for Poland. 

But there had been "a strong' 
Increase in the volume of un- 
disbursed credit commitments 
to the former Soviet Union 
{52.0 billion in current dollar 
terms)." 

Total deposits from the area 
continued to increase by 52. S 
billion, although this was less 
than hall of the Increase during 
the previous six months. 

The BI.S Mated: "More than 
the whole of the increase (S3.K 
billion) was identified as com- 
ing fn>m the successor repub- 
lics to the former Soviet Un- 
ion." 


Economists say French Africa offered 
chance to pull out of recession 


PARIS (AFP) — The 14 
French-spealdng African franc 
zone countries have a fair 
chance of pulling out of an 
eight-year depression after last 
week's shock devaluation of 
the CFA ftanc, prowded they 
make the right economic 
choices, international econom- 
ists say. 

The Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World Bank 
and France, the 14 countries* 
main partner and creditor, 
promised to move without de- 
lay to secure multi-billion dol- 
lar backing for a major econo- 
mic reform and adjustment 
drive agreed by an emergency 
franc zone summit in Senegal's 
capital, Dakar, on Friday. 

An internal bank paper pre- 
sented to the summit said the 
monetary realignment and a 
package of complementary 
economic measures "should 
halt the decline in most (franc 
zone) countries within six to 12 
months." 


Warning that this was only 
“the starting point of an 
arduous reform process," the 
paper said failure to moxra now 
would allow the crisis to drag 
on for at least another five 
years. 

The SO per cent devaluation 
of the CFA franc gainst the 
Frendi franc — and one of 33 
per cent in the care of the 
Comoros — was part of the 
bitter medicine prescribed by 
the Bretton Woo^ institutions 
to end a "deflationary spiral" 
which cut the zone's re^ per 
capita income by 40 per cent 
unee 1986. 

The decline was comparable 
to the one faced by the ex- 
Soviet republics and the fall in 
living standards in Europe 
and the United States during 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s. 

Bank and fund economists 
ascribed the cii^ to a com- 
bination of external economic 
shocks and inadequate domes- 


tic policies. 

llxey stressed that the franc 
zone's monetary arrangements 
were a factor for stability and 
growth in the 15 years to 1985. 
when CFA countries' output 
and exports grew faster than 
elsewhere in the Africa. 

By contrast, most of the 
other African countries 
which have pursued structural 
adjustment programmes since 
the mid-1980s are now showing 
fairly solid growth. 

The shocks included the 
Fren^ franc's 70 per cent rise 
against the dollar after the 
1^ Plaza monetary agree- 
ment, which pulled up the 
CTA franc. 

By 1992. it was overvalued 
by ^ {Kf cent, according to 
Worid Bank estimates. 

Serondly. the CFA coun- 
tries* terms of trade fell by 40 
per cent because of sharp price 
drops for major export com- 
modities. including coffee, 
cocoa and crude oil. 


Dwindling export earnings 
hit fiscal revenue in CFA coun- 
tries. burdened by huge public 
sector wage bills, cutting into 
investment and other spend- 
ing. as rising budget deficits 
triggered a banking crisis. 

'The bank said that by last 
year the combined foreign 
financing required to plug de- 
ficits had reached the level of 
50 billion French francs (59 
billion). 

Officials said these develop- 
ments explained a reversal of 
successive French govern- 
ments' political commitment to 
defend the fixed parity be- 
tweenthe French franc and the 
CFA franc, unchanged since 
1948. 

They said France joined the 
IMF in virtually forcing de- 
valuation down the throats of 
leaders of the CFA countries at 
Dakar. 

“What they really need is an 
African ‘Asian economic mira- 
cle'," one bank official said. 


Fiat layoff plans spark strikes 


ROME (R) — Workcis.at 
ItaUan car ^ant Fiat SPA de- 
monstrated Saturday and un-, 
ions called strikes for this week 
after the company said it would 
lay off thousand^ of staff. 

The action followed the 
breakdown of government- 
mediated talks between Flat 
and trade unions on company 
plans to lay off 10,000 workers 
now and cut 6,0(n jobs over 
the neft three years. 

The failure of the talks was a 
blow for the government of 
Prime Minister Carlo Azeglio 
Ciampi. who offered to resign 
Thur^ay in preparation for 
elections expected this spring. 

Some 500 white-collar em- 
ployees who will be among the 
first to receive an initial batch 
of 6.300 layoff notices this 
w«ek demonstrated in Fiat's 
northern home (own of Turin. 

"Fiat should act responsibly 
with its workers and know that 


Peanuts 


its attitude could have grave 
repercussions on the country." 
Fiat unions said in a joint 
statement which announced 
ei^t-hour stoppages at Flat 
plants on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Turin Mayor Valentino Cas- 
Teliani regretted Fiat had gone 
ahead with its plans to put 
10,000 workers on layoff 
schemes. 

Dozens of factories in the 
Turion area have already 
closed in Italy's year-old reces- 
rion. 

‘Turin already has a mas of 
problems and this is going to 
be one more." Mr. ^tellani 
told Italian stale telexasion. 

Fiat officials defended the 
company's action, saying it and 
(he government had set a dead- 
line on midnight Friday for 
agreement when the talks 
started two weeks ago. 


'The ojts were oiigihairy' 
due to come Into effect on Jan. 
1," one Fiat ofilcial said. “The 
government asked us to give 
more time and we did. We now 
have to pres on with the 
plan." 

Fiat Chairman Giovanni 
Agnelli said he feared the 
breakdown was final. ‘‘We wilt 
know in a rouple of days... but 
it is unlikely anything will bring 
us back together." he said. 

In addition to the 1 .800 
white collar workers at its 
headquarters. Fiat also plans 
to lay off 2,500 staff at its Turin 
car plant and a further 2.000 at 
Arese, near Milan. 

^pioyment ha.x been pin- 
point^ as a major priority by 
Mr. Ciampi's government, 
which was rocked lo.st Septem- 
ber by vioicni protests against 
job losses in poor southern 
Italy. 

Unions said Italy risked 


more of the sanfb if Flat went 
ahead with its plan. 

“The decision could make 
social tension in Italy a lot 
higher than it presently is." 
said Gianni Italia, secretary- 
general of the RM trade un- 
ion. 

A key sticking point in the 
talks is Fiat's plans to transfer 
production a way from its Alfa 
Romeo production plant at 
Arose which employs some 
9.000 workers. 

Unions want assurances ab- 
out Arese's future. 

Fiat plans to move produc- 
tion of its luxury Alfa Romeo 
164 model to Rivoslta. near 
Turin, leaving the Milan plant 
with only the new coupe and a 
sports car. 

They also want more work- 
sharing adopted in place of the 
layoffs which although official- 
ly temporary offer no guaran- 
tee of reemployment. 
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Turkey faces higher 
rates on foreign bonds 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey 
will have to pay higher rates on 
foreign bonds after U.S. rating 
agencies each lowered their 
long-term credit ratings by one 
notch, bankers have said. 

Moody's cut its rating to 
BAl from BAA3 becau^ of 
Turkey's worsening public fi- 
nances. which it saw as the key 
reason for its high mfiation and 
current account gap. and the 
belief that high fiscal deficit^ 
would persist. 

Standard Poor's (S.P.’s) fol- 
lowed suit, reducing its long- 
term foreign currency rating to 
BBB minus from BBB. 

This is one grade higher than 
Moody's and still considers 
Turkey as suitable for invest- 
ment. But S.P.'s outlook on 
the long-term rating remains 
negative. 

“We haven't seen any selling 
of Turkish bonds but investors 
will generally ask for higher 
rates." said an official at D.G. 
Bank, which last year led Tur- 
key's 2.4 billion mark bond 
issues. 

Treasury chief Osman Unsal 
said that despnte the downgrad- 
ing the government was about 
to conclude negotiations for 
new bond issues of Si. 5 billion 
in the next two months. 

“We understand from the 
offers that we will be able to 
borrow at the same yields as 
before but for longer matur- 
ities." he said. 

Moday's decision was no 
surprise to bankers, many of 
whom had already discounted 
a lower rate when the rating 
agency put Turkey under cre- 
dit review- in October. 

Some Japanese bankers, 
which arranged Samurai bonds 
worth 400 billion yen for Tur- 
key last year, were critical of 


what they said was Ankara's 
failure to take corrective mea- 
sures. 

“It seems the government 
did not take Moody's review as 
a serious warning. We ex- 
pected them to take swift ac- 
tion but economic Fun- 
damentals got even worse," 
said Ikkei Matsuda, senior 
manager at London-based 
Yamaichi Securities (Europe). 
"Turkey will be asked to pay 
higher spreads in Japan." 

Annual inflation climbed to 
71.1 per cent last year from 66- 
perr cent the year before and 
the 1993 budget deficit is ex- 
pected to reach 122 trillion lira 
(S7.S billion). 

Moody's said Turkey's 
approximately S8.S billion of 
debt securities would be 
affected by the downgrade. 
Turkey tapped Samurai, steri- 
ing and German markets for 

53.8 billion in 1SI93. 

The rating agency said Tur- 
key was making significant 
efforts to increase revenues, to 
liberalise the economy, 'and 
privatise state assets, but 
spending was likely to remain 
high. 

It said strong domestic de- 
mand and the scrapping of 
trade barriers by 1995. when 
Turkey enters a customs union 
with the European Union, 
were likely to widen further 
the deficit in its current 
account, which increased to 

54.8 billion in the first 10 
months of last year, from 5505 
million in the same 1992 
period. 

But Thomas Sutherland, 
vice president at J.P. Morgan, 
said the downgrading to BAl 
failed to do justice to Turkey. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 17, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Fighter Foundalion 

GENERAL TENDENI2IES: A home more beautiful and corn- 
good time to make a consden- fbrtable you avoid an aigumenc. 
tious effort to get along better ubra: (September 23 to Octo- 
with t^ who are important in ber 22) Don't waste time with 

7°*^. sm^l and unnecessary tiling to- 

sextilc to Wuio and the Moon jjjg sugges- 

scxtJle to Mereuiy is m place.;; “ those older and ^ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If:'; experienced than .you. 
y^‘do not act in an honest and * SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
direct vay with others now. yon* ‘November 21) It is possible to 
can gel into trouble. Don’t use so get much satiidaction from car- 


many angles. Seek more modem 
and progressive methods to 
obtain your desires. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
Listen lo experts and hunily ties 
if you want to solve current 
problems wisely, not to one who 
abjectly has an axe to grind, or 
you get into trouble. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you attend services of your 
choice and listen carefully to 
philosophical sermon, you find 
that later you come lo better 
uodersuinding with partners in- 
formally. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make this a day for 
planning a happier and more 
prosperous future instead of 
moping over dull duties and get- 
ting into unnecessary discussions 
with nonprogressive individuals. 
LEO; (July 22 to August 21} If 
you are merely looking for a 
good lime today, you could get 
into trouble of some son. so be 
sure you discriminale and seek 
those who can be an inspiration 
and help to you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sqrtem- 
ber 22) If you steadfastlv go 
about helping family ties, ^ing 
what is necessary ic make the 


tying through with practical 
(rians you have contemplated fre 
some time today, so be sure to 
dedme that invitation merely to 
have fun. 

SAGITTARJUS: (Newember 22 
to December 21) If family do not 
agree with your ideas, it is wise 
to be courteous just the same and 
carp> through with ambitions aod 
social plans that are vital to your 
own well-being. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) It would be well to 
forego tfrat little excursion for 
pleasure in order to show cour- 
tesy to persons you like and to 
whom you owe a debt of eraii- 
tude. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A good friend 
shows you how you can advance 
through social contacts today. 
Follow such advice and stop 
trying to hold on to thiogs aod 
persons that are obsolete or,, 
behind the times. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Every opportunity b yours 
now lo be of service to others 
and particularly to perform some 
civic duty that will bring greater 
prosperity and satisfaction to all 
as well as yourself. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Eugene Putfonberger 


ACROSS 
1 WarMC 

5 AHevefl 

to Arae«n giii 
u bm 
Adn««n' 

15 Awator 

16 KmC of moool 

17 mofnes/Bnea 
IdNoegtistWMwl 
ZOWoUarm 

21 Learned onn 
?3Wewl 
2d Pens or Tomlin 
9S ‘ NOW I Uv me 
eown — 

29 Backsai 

32 Cal s-eye and 
geasQt 

33 Utopian 

39 Uoai poMlo 

36 vvhaie herds 

37 Car or chair 
3B Obion 

39 Branch 

Chroat 

41 Find me answer 

42 BkKhs 

44 FipreadOUT 

46 In shreds 

47 — Palmas 

40 journabsi CVew 
SI Alncan 

insesman 

64 Humeiisi 
BotnCeeli 

65 ComoiMoors 
Sa Goals 

Palmer cl gmt 
SC flank 

41 Lcm iCUnds 
67 Cave OOhons 
63 Strip cl wood 

DOWN 

1 WAianchoiy 

2 Bandar — 

3 Wm 
rpwarg — 

4 R«eelh«artg fjt 
psngsrgrs 

SWornout 

6 W<nghite 

7 rwsgrfss 

8 Nigni'. m Poesy 

9 rresrtyn. in a 
way 



‘ f' m e t iiH: 


10 Small soace 

11 Parion.'Berqen 

12 Cb-iicior Karan 

13 *1 no iirnp 
c>>dicany 

18 Beigun lewn 01 

VrWI !||ho 
32 SeoeOn Qr 
BuiMter 

25 rorym woor 
2$ Pambng stylQ 
3' Cans/Grimos 
CS OcKllS 

29 HarvAMs 

30 — oai Pout 
iroult 

31 Acted nbeian 
34 Vicipr over A£5 

37 Dtftatof s aide s 

V3 

38 Braggans 
4CKr*5hts ntios 
*1 Slope 
AJCUagmira 


Vestenby’s Puzda Sohmd: 


Honn aiinQn nnnn 
nnoH lannnn nnnn 
S°gonnranj3iinnnnn 
sno EnnQQ nnann 
nnnn qhd 

nnno nnn 

Gooti nnnnn Dnnn 
^nni4 nnnnni nnnn 


S^iaa. “r-- 


Hfl^n^mcoror 

WTLCg.«« 
5' Up to now 






..XU 


■’'^creiarv 


iandlio. 
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VXWANOXAX. MMUCSV 





eonnwr'g ipmc 


AHU BJUflC 

H*T1M Maau, BMK 
. uinF rm jesfiitB 

iCDDix nsT imancr am. 
laodsmxM. rfinnnnniinii — ~ 
as WDSIW BUS 
jsnM mnn am 
JCBMg COLr BUR 

JOBDU uuMzc am 

oexaii tan ka aAvxN & uhbsik»t 

Bonmaa am 

JUHW aw m m vaimun 

a m B M Cia eomwiw/AWNi 

fBnABsmiA TPVTfiniam autt. 

jn&U wi m * *M *» 

JOaBM tItEMH zmORMCB 

JOW M W HJcnue powai 
MM xmouTUMaL nevtu 
ow n wan oiu. sbzvkm uw 

■JPB P Mr TQORJSH ft SVA ****«*^^ 

Banou. Mianue BKoantu 

m- ** BW« o ni aa T iiH r t 

jcBDMi ztmamTzeMna Tmnu oam 

MMTW ( murwuo 
RRTID HUbLB anar a eewmwa a botba 
WB iwn. roa zbvbbbmt a EMckriM 
mDM TOBICCO b CTCUtmiB 
SIR MiSMI UUUBT mciDMEa 

maiui PBDDBaiB mibu 
OOBM WTB OLJBH BBruuuer 
m znoatuAL eamaeiu. a mtcBLnMi. 
MiM raaiBcmiinau, mmntBmae 
naoiw CBMac zmosnizES 
na JOBBM Pina tmnmainuae 
•JomM Pkpn a aunBow neioMaa 
BBnnitK a UBMrxitg 
wnNi cLasB zmsnuB 
aaa m, am BcwneMm a xbvbsihbr 
MAB iNVBSTwm a iwaarioML TvaDe 
aiMB auamiTm awi aTai 
' MM Mrn coHvnRHe a Tmine 
MMW Maarau. eewoBwiM 

BanOBaX, BIBBL IBB US n if 


nu» pm. OPBHIHB RiOBIlK 
•ajsa ojisiBe PMa pua 
n pBxa 


AMMB a oe a a uju . umuraxes 
joeiMf mtwTBiBs a wfei/jzHeD 
JOBBaa maakST cmeaasa x auwaraa 
nszomb BMB a hub mBorMnnzpe 


AIM amn pcm phmm. a aoMcuB 
JORDMi BDmzT eo. pea aoai , a poaa 
aaniBB a omsmar 
BHTPBBSaL MODOW IBDimUBS 


at,QM> 

ax,7Ba 

a.iaa 

4A.7P2 

23.B&a 
:.BS9 
3S,p«} 
B7.1SJ 
T,7H 
a.asa 
7,aaa 
114, aas 

1. BIO 
jo.aea 

4,100 

2, B4a 
X14.077 

l.Sii 

1,37a 

11.344 
S3, 014 

0. 353 
7.004 

!.e«e 

30.143 
21.149 
1,733 
143,00 
4,494 
IB, 179 
a. SB! 
49.243 
• .413 
4,040 

1. »9 
7.B44 
2,124 

13,179 

4.14B 

la.ixo 

1,179 

3.431 

1.4M 

2,444 

3,300 

13,494 

700 

43.344 
344 

7,443 

3,413 

3,440 

40,030 


>09.030 
a, 820 
4.BS0 
2.048 

2. ISO 

4.740 
2.140 
1.B40 
4,743 
4. BOG 
4.200 
>•770 
4.au 

3.440 

4.000 
2.460 
3.3«e 
4.170 

3.130 
0,770 
4.040 

1.440 

1.000 
l.llD 

2.300 
3.360 

14.400 

1.100 

1.100 

10.344 

7. 440 
t.MO 
4.000 

1.710 

4.240 

3. B40 
0.370 
14.900 

S.4I0 

U.I70 

1.740 
0.370 

4.300 

4. TOO 

s.iao 

3.300 
0.440 
7.900 
3.400 
3.370 

1. 130 

3.440 

4.740 


190.000 

4,B40 

4.040 
2.060 
3.13B 
4.820 
J,140 
1.B40 
4.BU 
4.BH 
4.3SD 
1.970 
4.790 
3.410 

4.000 

j.iao 

3.IM 

4.BB3 

3.040 
0.770 
4.070 

1.440 

:.too 

X.040 

3.130 
3.190 

30. 000 
3.090 

2.300 
10 240 

7.400 

0.400 

6.130 
3.710 

4.300 

3.000 
0,370 

17.000 

5.440 
10.160 

1>770 
0. ite 

6. SCO 
4.430 
3.200 

1.300 

0. 140 
7.100 

1.440 

1. J70 
1.330 

2. ‘40 
4.740 


100.400 

6.700 

4.160 

7.140 
l-uo 

4.140 
2.21D 

‘l-ODO 

4.780 

4.900 
4.JD0 
1.990 
4.760 
2. 600 

3.900 
1.7D0 
2,440 
4.170 
3.049 
o.aio 

4.090 

I.640 

I. 770 
X.B60 
2.360 

J. 410 

so.ooe 

3.140 
3.340 

10.360 

7.4M 

0.410 

6.B40 

1.7U 

4.300 
3. BOO 
O.ITO 

IT.OM 

3.4H 

10.940 

1.070 

0.390 

4.200 

4.430 

3.300 
S.3J0 
Q.3M 

1.900 

I. 4H 

J. 3M 
1.130 
3.448 
S.790 


ao. OP siMn swwEa u puAua, hmobt 
naan vouhb la tmb PAaaUA mubbt 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 10- January 14, 1994) 

AMMAN — TTie dollar appreciated sharply against the mark 
at die end of last week, while depreciating against the yen and 
staMising against sterling. It ended 1.30 per cent higher 
against the mark and 0.81 per cent lower against the yen. 

The U.S. unit rose against the mark and yen Monday, in 
SfHte of the sharp decline it suffered at the end of the previous 
week, when the U.S. December employment report revealed 
disappointing results. The dollar's appreciation came on 
continued speculation that it will rise substantially against 
other major currencies this year. Meanwhile, a Federal 
Reserve governor indicated that he expects inflation to remain 
stable in the long run. These expectations were supported by a 
decline in oil prices, after none of the OPEC members 
unilaterally decreased its production pending the March 25, 
1993 OPEC meeting. 

While dealers awaited the release of U.S. December 
inflation data, later in the week, the dollar continued its 
apprmation Tuesday. The rise came in view of expeaations 
that if the inflation reports continued to reflect stable prices, 
the Federal Reserve will not tighten its monetary poli^ in the 
short run, and the economy will continue to grow on low 
interest rates. Meanwhile, the adjusted chain and department 
store sales in the U.S. showed a flve per cent increase in the 
first week of January, compared to the same period of the 
previous mon^. On the otb^ hand, the dollar rose agains^e 
mark, afler Western Xjeitn^ was reported to 

contracted by 2.3 per cent in 1^3, its biggest decline since 
World War II. 

On Wednesday, however, the dollar witnessed a relapse on 
^ecnlation that some European central banks bad intervened 
' in the market selling dollars, and on sp^lation that the 
Bundesbank might not reduce German interest rates this 
month. The U.S. unit also depredated after U.S. producer 
prices showed a 0.1 per cent decline in December, as it 
amfirmed that inflation is under control, and that the Federal 
Reserve is not going to tighten its monetary policy soon. 
Meanwhile, dealers awaited the release of U.S. consumer 
prices l^ursday, on expectations of a 0.2 per cent rise in 
December. On the other hand, sterling rose against the dollar 
dose at 1.5035, its highest level of the week, after a prative 
U.K. employment report showed a decline of 46,800 in the 
numbed M unemployed workers in December, compared to 
expectations of a dMline, of 23,500. 

The U.S. unit rose sharply against the mark Thursday, while 
it continued to depredate against the yen. The dollar dosed at 
1.7513 marks, its highest level for the week, after U.S. retail 
sales showed a 0.8 per cent increase in December, compared 
to a 0.4 per cent increase the previous month. Meanwhile, the 
December consumer price index remained unchanged, after it 
increased 0.2 per cent the previous month. On the other hand, 
the yen rose against the dollar in cross trade dealings, as 
dealers took long yen/short mark positions. 

The dollar depredated modestly a^nst the mark and yen 
Friday, while appredating slightly against Aerling. The dollar 
rose during the day on a positive University of Michigan 
consumer confidence report, which showed an increase to 95.8 
per cent in January, compared to 88.2 per cent the- previous 
month. It later retreated on profit taking and European 
central bank selling, however. In addition, the U.S. unit 
retreated against the yen after a comment by the U.S. 
undersecretary of commerce renewed fears that the U.S. 
administration might start talking the Japanese currency 
higher in view of a reported lack of progress in the U.S.-Japan 
trade The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.7503 
marks and 110.95 yen, while sterling ended it at 1.4935 dollars. 


Nmr York Oosima Kac«s for Major Otmndos Agabist 


Cuman- 

Close 

14/1/1994 

Close 

Percent 

CbniiKe 

Sierlini' Pound 

1.W0 

1.4435 

0.03 % 

Deutsche Mark 

1.7275 

J.75fl5 

(1.3011 

Swiss Franc 

1.4660 

1.4765 

10.55)1 

French Franc 

5.SSU 

5.9415 

{0.49)1 

Japanese Yen 

111.15 

H0.9S 

o.ir 1 


CMoal Bank of -lordao 


Exchango Rot* BHUociii 

. Dat*3 


Currency 

Bid 

oner 

U.S. Dollar 

0.7050 

0.7070 

SeriiiiE Pound 

i.osn 

r.0564 

Deulscbe IMark 

0.4013 

0.4043 

Swiss Franc 

0.4161 

0.4U6 

French Franc 

0.}fi3 

0.1191 

Japanese Yen^ 

0.6544 

0.6516 

.Onlch CniMer 

0.5596 

0.3614 

Snedfafa Krona 
ItaBan Lha^ 
Beiginn FWinc 

0.0414 

0.0416 


FVr MB 


Oil price 
fall cost 
Kuwait $220m 
in two 
months 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait lost 
more than S22U million from 
the fall in world oil prices in 
November and December. 
Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali Al 
Baghli wus quoted on Sunday 
as saying by the Al Watun 
newspaper Kuwait's 1993/94 
national budget projects oil re- 
venue for the July-June fiscal 
year . at 2.419 billion dinars 
(S8. 1 billion). The Kuwaiti 
minister said he was optimistic 
about Oman's effons to secure 
agreement between OPEC and 
non-OPEC producer on cut- 
ting output to support sagging 
prices. Sheikh* Baghli said that 
Kuwait has rearranged its 
crude oil sales to serve new 
markets in South Africa and 
India. 


Yemen clamps down on moneychangers 

Other items rocketing with 

roMAinn *m. 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni au- 
thorities b&ve clamped down 
on moneychangers to combat a 
sharp decline in the value of 
the local currency which has 
pushed up prices of basic goods 
in a country paralysed by an 
acute political crisis. 

Security sources said that 
police have over the last 48 
hours arrested 11 unlicensed 
moneychangers in the capital 
Sanaa, but traders said the 
number was higher. 

“Police are picking up every- 


one — licensed or not." one 
trader said. 

The Yemeni riyal went down 
to 75 to the U.S. dollar earlier 
this month from 56 riyals to the 
dollar at the end of December 
on the free market as the poli- 
tical crisis between President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. and his 
deputy All Salem Al Baidh 
threatened Yemen’s unity and 
raised feats of civil war. 

Traders said the crackdown 
seemed to posh the currency 
up on Sunday to 65 riyals to the 


dollar from 75. The closure of 
money changing shops forced 
foreign . visitors to change 
money at the official rate of 12 
riyals to the dollar. 

Money changing shops in the 
main streets of Sanaa were 
shut on Saturday and Sunday, 
which are working days in Ye- 
men, as the police continued 
their campaig^. 

Residents said the sharp 
drop in the value of the riyal 
has sent prices of staple and 




creases ranging between more 
than 100 per cent and 15 per 
cent. 

A sack of SO kilogrammes of 
sugar rose by about 1'25 per 
cent From 6^ riyals to 1,450 
riyals, 50 kilogrammes of rice 
rose by 80 per cent from 1,100 
riyals to 2.000 riyals. a packet 
of cigarettes by 40 per cent 
from 25 riyals to 35 riyals and 
soft drinks by about 15 per cent 
from seven to eight riyals a 


in- bonle. 


Hotel sources said political 
tension in the country has hit 
their business and reported 
cancellations in bookings. 

“We have cancellations run- 
ning into some 30 per cent over 
the past month. Only those 
foreign visitors who are 
obliged to come for business 
are coming, and they do their 
best to make their visits as 
short as possible,* one hotel 
manager said. 


Egyptian oil group says small may be beautiful 


CAIRO (R) — A group of 
Egyptian oil consultants turned 
ent^reneurs say they can find 
commeidally viable deposits- 
of oil in a jMit of Egypt where 
big companies like Conoco and 
Amoco have given up. 

Tlie eocreimneurs make up 
Forum Exploration, the first 
private and wholly Egyptian 
company to win an oil exfriora- 


tion concession in Egypt. They 
plan to start exploring within 
months, company chairman 
Wafiq 0 Gendy told Reuters. 

“Big companies do not take 
into condderation small quan- 
tities of oil... evaluation views 
also differ between com- 
panies," be said, adding that 
the company could extend its 
operations overseas if it suc- 


ceeded in Egypt. 

Last month parliament rati- 
fied an agreement awarding 
them the 212 square kilometres 
offshore block in the Gulf 
of Suez, about 400 kilometres 
^m Cairo. 

Amoco, Conoco and other 
companies made exploratory 
driUmgs in the area but tben 
abandoned it. 


Mr. Gendy said he was not 
deterred and the block was 
promising. 

Forum &qploradon is using 
new geolo^cal concepts bas<^ 
on cracks in the sea bed. An 
offshore field neariry had used 
the same concepts to produce 
oil and now had proven re- 
serves of 200 million barrels. 


Mr. Gendy said. 

Hie company has S2 million 
in capital and is negotiating 
with Egyptian banks for about 
$8 million to finance opera- 
tions. 

It could cover from its own 
resources the first stage, eva- 
luation studies which would 
cost S250,000, Mr. Gendy said. 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKM6, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWAROMG, DOOR>to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARAI«CE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


s AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL 604^ SQ4696 




i 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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sampity. The Best 

in Amman ■tiTisil Amman I 

' ' m 


* > ; THE ‘ , 
' RESTAUIC'iHT ■ 


The unly Resdaunint that 
OfTers real chinej^e & Arabic 
Specialities under une nwif 



Everi' night with live music 
"And \ou can dance too !!! " 


C»V 3Sua 

0.1.11^ 

Lilil ,ja3j j 




THE 

KDKmm 

(mm 


TALK OFTHETOWN 
MSCOTHEQUE 

OpM irighfly From 9 JB P Jl Id UB All 
Exnpt Sumlv Fidim JB PJI ioSJIB AM 

TtiMday CIOMd 

TU: 685211 Fax: 617779 

I£ddfe Earn Hotel - SfifnBfcaiii 


CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongollaQ Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open duily 12:00 - 3:.W 
p.m. 

:30 - Midnight y 


^ ^ ^ « Jt 


Ui-' 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


' T20 

Authentic 
C^mese dishes, 
from all gre^ re- 
gional cuisine 
styles d China. 
P t EfTed by tm 
CUMMCtafr 
Open daSy for 
lunch & dinner 
Taci«ErK>4eH 
Jabai Al Hussein 
Ministiy of Trade 
A Industrial Rd. 
T*L ewoe4 ■ 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77.S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LW^BDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


^^rencli 


uiSine 


L'Jrich & Dinner 
• days a weex 
Ut Tei. 68C093M Fax. 823864 
Shmeisanl-Mear Babish 
Amman-Jordan 



SZECHWAN 6ARBEN5 
EHINESE RESTADRANT 
Typfeal Chinese Foods 
SkBlod Chhiese Ch^ 

I Ofaitl-J0.h30eeM-kBdiifir\ 

ffoke away is available 

Sr»( AMrab Street 
Un UfaM) Camme/daf CefurB 

Tel.: 861174 

Cncelo^Bd AhHagsteve^ 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

Is/ Circle. Jabai Amman, neat 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is wnllaMk 

Open daily 13:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midair 

Tel. 638^ 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft&Alcoholic Drinks. 

AlsOi 



AtNe^bCotela 

SELECT HOm 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we beBeve!!! 



QcjiLaunanL & 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 6l 50 61 




MualeOane 


Daily Lunch 


Kpto fliiwing -* 


Parole 


.^bdrnin - Jordan Supcm'.arkci BLDG, 
. L'nri floor Tel: 824677 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-n.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520' 


lARASALOnAMHi 

^UTYCENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AV/S 


Wc try harder 



tS 699-420 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professiona] Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop . your colour film at 
our shop and get;- 

• JUMBO pbota 
stie 3B% larger 

* Free enlarge^ 
aamitt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmebani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The First Ctaii Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Mtehenette in every roonuJ 
"Satellite T.V, Reception" . 


IKVirOTEL 

|K^<|I|I= 


Anvnan - Tel. 668193 
P.0.B0X 3403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


M 3(estauimt 1/Ath 
^^btistic^mBiance 


Valentino 

vrestauraht 


JABAL AUMMi FIRST ORCLE 
OPPOSnE THE RAQI EMBASSY TS. 654905 



TEL 827082 - 815071 
827736 - 820236 



HAHAHtA 

(wauBswffnuMr 

sa&M-aaa 





EXOTIC 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS JN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 


CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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Gaidar quits over reform dispute 


MOSCOW ( A|;:endes) — Rus- 
sian First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Yegor Gaidar, the chief 
architect of economic reforms 
implemented over the past two 
years, announced Sunday he 
was resigning over policy dis- 
agreemenLs with other mcm- 
bere of the Government. 


“I dinnot be at the same 
time in the government and in 
opposition to it." Mr. Gaidar. 
37. wrote in a resignation letter 
sent to President Boris Yeltsin 
that was distributed to repor- 
ters during a briefing. 

"That is why. with deep sad- 
ness. 1 am obliged to refuse the 
post of First deputy prime 
minister which was offered to 
me," the letter stated. 

Mr. Gaidar said his resigna- 
tion. tendered on the eve of 
the anticipated announcement 
of the new Russian govern- 
ment. had been accepted with 
"understanding" by Mr. Yelt- 
sin and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 


He had served in his current 
post since September. 

Grigori Yavlinski. a market- 
oriented economist who has 
opposed key points of the gov- 
ernment's reforms, was discu.s- 
sed as a potential successor and 
Mr. Gaidar said he “warmly 
welcomed" the suggc.stion in 
talks with Mr. Chernomyrdin. 

Mr. Gaidar's decision to step 
down, however, reflected se- 
rious divisions at the (op level 
of government on whether to 
steam ahead with radical re- 
forms or to change course and 
place more emphasis on pro- 
tecting society from the shocks 
of the market. 

These splits became starkly 
obvious following legislative 
eleaions last month in which 
ultranationalists led by Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky made an un- 
expectedly strong showing and 
began . nding representa- 
tion in ihc covemmem. 


In his resignation letter. Mr. 
Gaidar stated that he could no 
longer be held accountable for 
reforming the economy with- 
out also having the authority to 
block budgetary and other de- 
cisions that undermined it. 

He cited two recent exam- 
ples of recent government de- 
cisions he opposed; The move 
to bring Belarus into the "ru- 
ble zone" and the order to 
construct a new building ul a 
cost of SSUO million to house 
the new Russian parliament. 

"I cannot be responsible for 
reforms without having the 
possibility to stop such ac- 
tions"... and without "the in- 
dispensihie instruments to adv- 
ance economic policies of 
which I am certain." Mr. 
Gaidar stated. 

His resignation came a day 
after U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton left Moscow following a 
two-day summit during which 
he received assurances from 
' Mr. Yeltsin and other top offi- 
cials. including Mr. Gaidar, 
that reforms would continue 
and perhaps speed up. 

Apart from Mr. Yeltsin. Mr. 
Gaidar has been the one perso- 
nality the West has most close- 
ly associated with Russia's 
radical market transformation 
and was seen as the main moti- 
vating force behind reform in 
the government. 

Mr. Gaidar said his decision, 
to resign was taken during a 
meeting of the reformist R'us- 
sia's Choice political bloc that 
he heads and was supported by 
the bloc. 

He also indicated that other 
resignations among Ru.ssia's 
leading government reformers 
may follow. 

Ella Pamfilova. minister for 
social affairs and another lead- 
er of Russia's Choice, would 
soon step down while Finance 
Minister Boris Fyodorov “will 
take his decision in the coming 
davs." Mr. Gaidar said. 



Yegor Gaidar 


Fyodorov was quoted by the 
radio station Echo Moscow as 
saying that recent decisions hy 
the government such us those 
cited by Mr. Gaidar marked 
"the start of a rcvcrsiil" in 
government policy. 

He added that Russia's 
Choice had agreed that it 
would be “rather wise" to let 
Deputy Prime Minister Anato- 
ly Chubais, who has responsi- 
bility for privatisation, to con- 
tinue at his post. 

“Despite es-erything. we 
have so far managed to stick to 
a logical and positive course in 
the area of privatisation." Mr. 
Gaidar said. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, who autho- 
rised the “5(X)-day plan" for 
economic reform under former 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. also headed a refor- 
mist bloc that barely managed 
to amass the five per cent of 
votes needed to qualify for 
representation in the new par- 
liament. 

Mr. Yavlinsky notably 
opposed Mr. Gaidar's decision 


to liberalise prices two v'ears 
ago prior to launching the pri- 
vatisation programme. 

In his letter. Mr. Gaidar told 
Mr. Yeltsin he would continue 
to "firmly support you and 
your reform policy." 

Mr. Fyodorov said Sunday 
he had lost his taste for work in 
the present government and 
criticised what he called unjus- 
tified spending project.s. 
according to Echo Moscow. 

"No one has personally in- 
vited me to enter the new 
^vernmeni." he said accord- 
ing to the (ext of an interview. 
"1 will take a decision (on my 
future) Monday or Tuesday. 

- "I believe that... we have 
reached a turning point, where 
everyone is being promised 
money and there are offers of 
stronger social support poli- 
cies. But no one says who will 
pay and how this will happen. 

"When these great projects 
arise from who knows where, 
of course one's enthusiasm for 
work in the government is 
low." he said. 




black group suspends 
med struggle against Pretoria 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) - 
The South African govern- 
ment's last major guerrilla foe, 
the Azanian People's Libera- 
tion Army (APLA). is to sus- 
pend its armed actions with 
immediate effect, it was 
announced here Sunday. 

Clarence Makwetu. presi- 
dent of APLA's political wing, 
(he Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAC). told a press conference 
that the unilateral decision had 
been taken Saturday at a meet- 
ing of the PAC's National 
Workinc Committee. 


“The PAC is announcing 
this moratorium to show our 
commitment to peace, which is 
essential to ensure free and fair 
elections on April 27." Mr. 
Makwetu said, referring to 
South Africa's first-ever all- 
race poll. 

He added, however, that 
APLA reser\'ed the right to 
“defend the African people if 
thev are attacked." 


The hardline PAC. which 
boasts the slogan "one settler 
(white), one bullet ." broke 
from the .African National 
Congress (.ANC) in over 
the question of whether whites 
could play a role in the fight 
against apartheid. 


The PAC's decision was wel- 
comed by Law and Order 
Minister Hernus Kriel. who 
described it as "a welcome’ 
deveiopmeni.*' 

‘it was high time," Kriel 
said, “that the PAC and 
-APLA realised that violence 
and democracy do not mix. 
You cannot achieve democracy 
throueh violent means." 

AI^C spokesman Curl 
Niehaus also welcomed the 
PAC announcement but said 
the ANC would issue a fuller 
statement later. 

Meanwhile, a newspaper re- 
ported Sunday that right-wing 
white South Africans are train- 
ing anti-African National Con- 
gress Zulus at a secret mfiftary 
camp. 

The Africaans-language 
Rapport carried photographs 
of the training camp on the 
border of Natal and Orange 
Free State pros'inces. showing 
white instructors training 
blacks dressed in brown com- 
bat fatigues and armed with 
automatic rifles. 

It said 25 Zulus were being 
trained at the ".Alpha" base, 
one of four such camps. Rap- 
port journalists were blind- 
folded before being taken to 
the base. 


The paper said black recruits 
were being trained to defend 
members of the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party or 
right-wing whites against 
ble action by the ANC or the 
government. 

Instructors included veter- 
ans of South Africa's bush war 
in southern Angola. Rapport 
said. Training lasted for seven 
weeks. 

In a separate development, 
white extremists of the sha- 
dowy Boer Republican Army 
(BRA) have issued death 
threats to three South African 
cabinet ministers and to a mod- 
erate right-wing leader, the 
Johannesburg Sunday Times 
said. 

It said Mr. Kriel. Manpower 
Minister Leon Wessels and 
Constitutional Development 
Minister Roelf Meyer had all 
received a letter signed by the 
BRA and a small plastic bag 
containing a lump of what was 
believed to be a plastic explo- 
sive with ,1 match pushed 
through it. 

Law and order spokesman 
Craig Kotze said Kriel had 
rcccts'cd a letter warning in 
Afrikaans: "Due to your con- 
tinuina treason, vour time is 
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Colombo makes final peace offer 
to rebels ahead of military onslaught 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's "last chance” offer to 
negotiate with Tamil separat- 
ists at the weekend in a bid to 
end the long and bloody ethnic 
conflict was being seen here as 
a prelude to a major military 
showdown. 

Prime Minister Ranil Wide- 
remesinghe invited the Libera- 
ti on H gefS of Tamil Eelam 
(L’TTE) to make peace propos- 
als to a new parliamentary 
committee and said it would be 
his final offer to the lebels. 

“This is the last c hance ex- 
tended to them (the LTTE) for 
discussion," Mr. Wick- 
remesinghe Cold a public rally 
Saturday in the islsmd's south- 
ern region, where the majority 
Sinhalese community is con- 
centrate. 

Tamil politicians and milit- 
aiy analysts here interpreted 
the prime minister's remarks as 
a signal that Colombo would 
step up military pressure on 
the guerriilas, who are leading 
a campaign for a separate 
Tamil homeland. 

Wickremesinghe himself ex- 
p resse d pe^imism over the 
LTTE’s willingness to respond. 
"The government has tried to 
initiate confidence-building 
measures, but th eir fai lure in- 
dicate that the LTTE cannot 
be trusted,” he said. 

"The LTTE’s stand regard- 
ing political negotiations indi- 
cate that there is no interest in 
that direction," the premier 
said, aldiough be did not spe- 


cify what the government 
would do if the Ttgers rejected 
bis offer. 

Fourteen months of peace 
talks betw een Colombo and 
the LTTE abruptly ended in 
June 1990, leading to a resurg- 
ence of violence. 

Pro-government Tamil 
politician Dharmalingam 
Sidhathan said security forces 
could launc h an offensive 
against the LTTE ahead of a 
crucial local elections in the 
south of the country in March. 

"This being an election year 
the government will have to 
show southern (Sinhalese) vo- 
ters that h i s doi ng something 
about the LTTE. The indica- 
tions are that security forces 
are moving in that direction.'' 
Mr.Sidhathan said Siui^y. 

But he warned Colombo- 
against abandoning political 
efforts to end the conflict 
whkh has claimed thousands 
of lives since 1972 and urged 
the government to make its 
own proposals for discussion 
with other Tamil groups. 

“Both sides know very well 
what the Tamils are deman- 
ding. The government should 
come fonrard with proposals 
without waiting for the tigers," 
Mr. Sidhathan said. 

Sri Lanka's two million 
Tamil minority has been de- 
manding greater autonomy in 
the noi^ern and eastern re- 
gions where the are concen- 
trated. Colombo has conceded 
to demands to make Tamil an 


official language on a par with 
Sinhalese. 

The Tamil separ atist cam- 
pai^ Jed by the LTTE was 
initiated in 1972 and erupted 
into a full-scale guerrilla war 
after anti-Tamil riots here in 
July 1983. 

While scores of other Tamil 
rebel groups have given up 
their separatist demmids and 
entered the p olitic al main- 
stream, the LTTE has re- 
mained a powerful guerrilla 
movement agitating for a 
homeland called Eelara. 

Defence officials said 12.000 
new recruits were currently 
undergoing military training 
and security forces were also in 
the process of acquiring more 
helicopters and other hardware 
to mount fresh attacks against 
the Hgeis. 

Colombo is also in the pro- 
cess of rehauling the command 
and control structure of the 
armed forces with a new army 
chief taking over from this 
month and a new air force 
commander by the middle of 
February. 

Local press reports quoted 
the new army chi^, Lieutenant 
General Gerry De Silva, as 
saying the bes t form of defence 
against the LTTE was offen- 
sive action. 

The Sri Lankan parliament 
has already voted 20.36 billion 
rupees (S4I5 million) for de- 
fence this year, up from an 
estimated 18.5 billion rupees 
($377 million) in 1993. 


ROME (AFP) — Italian Presi- 
dent Os(^ Luigi Scalfaro Sun- 
day dissolved parliament in a 
move that looks set to end the 
nearly 50-year domination of 
Italy's political life by the 
Christian Democrats. 

Mr. Scalfaro also refused to 
accept Prime Nfinister Carlo 
Aze^io Ciampi’s resignation, 
whi^ was tendered Thursday. 
He will thus stay on as caretak- 
er prime minister until new 
elections are held. 

The president 5*gned the de- 
cree for the disrolution of the 
Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies, according to Article 
88 of the constitution, the 
statement said. The deaee was 
co-signed by Mr. Oampi. 

The dedrion was announced 
after a 90-minute meeting be- 
tween Mr. Scalfaro and Mr. 
Ciampi at the presidential 
office in Quirinal Palace here 
earlier Sunday. 

The dissolution of parlia- 
ment, of which 350 members 
out of 945 are under investiga- 
tion in the ongoing "dean 
hands" corruption scandal, 
paves the way for an end to 
nearly 50 years of political 
domination by the Christian 
Democrats. 

Debate over the proposed 
election date of Mar^ 27 — 
whidi coinddes with the Jew- 
ish Passover holiday — con- 
tinued Saturday, with the pres- 
ident of the iO.DDO-meml^ 
Italian Jevrish community. 1^1- 
lia Leri, holding a len^y 
meeting with Mr. Ciampi to 
discuss the problem. 

The Jewish community 
would not be able to vote on 
March 27 because of their holi- 
day. 

Mr. Ciampi is to meet Sun- 
day afternoon with Institution 
Reform Minister Leopoldo 
Elia, Justice Minister Giovanni 
Conso and Relations With Par- 
liament Minister Paolo Barile 
to discuss the Jewish problem, 
ahead of the full cabi^ meet- 
ing at 5:00 p.m. 

iTie prime minister's office 
at the Chigi Palace has sug- 
gested. as a posrible solution, 
the extension of voting from. 
Sunday through Monday 
Man^ 28. But this move would 
i^ttire that the dissolved par- 
liament adopt a special decree.- 

Another solution is to hold 
the elections on March 20. as 
favoured by the ex-Commonist 
Democratic Party of the Left 
(PC^) and the neo-fasdst Ita- 
lian Socialist Movement 

(MSI). 

But this date is considered 
too early to allow polling sta- 
tions to prepare their voting 
lists, and the Christian Demo- 
crats have been vi^ourousiy 
pushing for a date in June, 
fearing a drubbing if elections 
are held sooner. 


Prospects dim for Bosnia peace talks 


SARAJEVO (R) — Prospects 
for the latest round of Geneva 
peace talks dimmed Sunday 
after Bosnian leaders talked 
tough and fighting showed no 
sign of letting up- 

Bosnian Muslim Vice Presi- 
dent Ejup Ganic said the talks 
would be a useless charade 
without pressure on the Serbs 
to return lands with pre-war 
Muslim majorities, while Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic forecast a long fight. 

International mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg were due in Athens for 
talks on Bosnia with Greece, 
which now holds the European 
Union presidency. 

The mediators will meet 
Foreign Minister Karolos 
Papoutias ahead of Tuesday's 
peace talks in Geneva, where 
Bosnia's warring Serbs. Mus- 
lims and Croats resume nego- 
tiations. 

But for gunmen on the 
ground, it was business as 
usual. 

U.N. peacekeeping soldiers 
spotted .V) Bosnian Serb heli- 
copters over the government- 
held Sapna region northeast of 
Tuzla Saturday night. U.N. 
military sources said. 

They had no more details of 
what appeared to be another 
violation of the U.N. no-fly 
zone over Bosnia, which is 


monitored by NATO jets. • 

In central Bosnia Sunday. 
British soldiers cleared the 
main aid route between Gornji. 
Vakuf and VUez of barricades 
erected by Muslims to protest 
at an alleged U.N. failure to- 
deliver enough food to them 
along the way. 

UrN. relief officials blamed 
local army units and civilian 
authorities’, saying they were 
diverting U.N. supplies depo- 
sited instead of handing them 
out to needy civilians. 

U.N. protection force Major 
Jose Labandeira described 
Sarajevo as having been re- 
latively quiet. Even so. besieg- 
ing Serb forces fired 2(K) artil- 
lery rounds into the city and 
the defending Muslim-led 
army replied with 38. 

Maj . Labandeira said (he 
exchanges killed one person 
and wounded four on the Bos- 
nian side. Three were hurt 
.behind Serb lines. 

Olovo district, which has 
been under artillery attack by 
Serb forces keen on cutting off 
supply routes to the govern- 
ment bastion of Tuziu. was 
pounded by about UK) shells 
Saturday. 

In the southeast, separatist 
Bosnian Croats loosed off 31 
shells into the besieged Muslim 
Quarter of Mostar. 

In Sarajevo. Mr. Ganic ar- 


ticulated a lough political line. 

"There is new pressure on 
our government not to give 
away what is ours, he said. 

Bosnian Muslim Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic has 
threatened to boycott the talks 
if the shelling of Sarajevo does 
not slop. 

The Geneva discussions aim 
to find agreement on a cease 
fire and a plan to carve up 
Bosnia into three ethnic mini- 
states. 

Nationalist Serb leader 
Radovan K.iradzic again re- 
fused 10 meet NATO demands 
to allow aid into the airport at 
Tuzla. and would not budge on 
Serb demands for part of the 
Bosnian capital. 

"Sarajevo used to be com- 
pletely a Serb city. We will 
never leave and it will be the 
capital of our new state." Mr. 
Karadzic told the U.S. daily 
the Washington Post. 

Meanwhile, the outgoing 
commander of U.N. forces in 
Bosnia said the West should 
drop its threats of air strikes to 
break Serb sieges around Mus- 
lim pockets. 

“'Vou can't break the siege 
cordons around cities like 
Srebrenica. Gorazde or Mostar. 
with air attacks." General 
Francis Briquemont told Mon- 
day's edition of the German 
weekly Der Spiegel. 


U.S. Congress candidates begin campaigns 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
House and Senate candidates 
are off and running for this 
November's U.S. elections 
with resurgent Republicans 
optimistic they can weaken or 
end control by entrenched 
Democrats. 


All 43S House seats and 34 
of the 100 Senate seats arc at 
stake on Nov. 8. Democrats 
now enjoy majorities of 258- 
176 in the House with one 
independent and 56-44 in the 


Senate. 

Democrats have controlled 
the House for the last four 
decades and the Senate for all 
but six of those years. 

Republicans. dcpre.ssed af- 
ter George Bush lost the White 
House to President Bill Qin- 
ton in November 1992. have 
rebounded by winning six ma- 
jor races since then, electing 
senators in Georgia and Texas, 
governors in New Jersey and 
Virginia and mayors in New 
York City and Los Angeles — 


all posts that had been in 
Democratic hands. 


Since 1969. the pany that 
holds the White House has 
lost, on average. 21 House 
scats and two in the Senate In 
non-presidential election years 
such as 1994. While it seems 
unlikely Republicans could 
pick up the 42 seats needed for 
a House majority, they do 
have a chance to take over the 
Senate with a net seven-seat 


gam. 


Mexican troops burned bodies, 
tortured prisoners, survivors say 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (AFP) — 
Mexican troo{» burned a 
building filled with bodies and 
tortured prisoners while pu^ 
ting down an Indian rebeiliem 
in southern Mexico, survivors 
erf the' uprising said Saturday. 

The National Human Rights 
Commission meaniritile said it 
recovered about a dozen 
bodies from a mass grave at the 
cementery in Ocosingo. a town 
some 80 kilometres 
away and the rite o^ the most 
violent dashes between the re- 
bel Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army and government 


troops. 

Tte grove, dug at least 11 
da)S earlier, held the bodies of 
driiians killed when troops re- 
took Che town from rebel oon- 
tcol. Commission offidals said 
the bodi^,wo^d be returned 
to family members, except for 
those presenting "some of 
abnonnaJiiy." 

The Veports came amid 
accusations ^ human rights 
activists of military abuses dur- 
ing the cradedown. 

Hve Indians, who refused to 
be identified, said soldiers took 
them into custody on Jan. 6 in 
.the town of Altamirono- 


According to the accounts, 
soldiers took the five to a cafe 
where between 25 and 30 corp- 
ses were piled up. bound their 
hands, blindfolded them and 
forced them onto the floor 
near tiie bodies. 

The moup said the soldiers 
then lert, threatening to sho^t . 
them the following day. 

The soldiers returned the 
next morning and drog^ the 
five out to a militvy vehicle, 
from which the prisoners said 
they could see the troops dous- 
ing the cafe with gasoline. Mi- 
nutes later, "we heard the ex- 
plosion," one of them said. 


Turkmen leader wins extra 5 years 


ASHGABAT. Turkmenistan 
(R) — The president of Turk- 
menistan. object of the former 
Soviet Union's most adoring 
personality cult, won an extra 
five years of power after a 
referendum overwhelmingly 
backed him. officials said Sun- 
day. 


They said final results of 
Saturday's referendum gave 
*J9.S)9 per cem support to Presi- 
dent Saparmurjt Niyuzov. 

A senior government official 
said the victory would lay the 
foundation for an acceleration 
of potentially painful frcc- 
market reforms to the 
Communist-style economy of 
the small energy-rich republic, 
which borders Iran and Afgha- 
nistan. 


The chairman of the Central 
Committee on Elections. Alex- 
ander Dodonov. told journal- 
ists Chat only 212 people from 


an electorate of 1.95 million 
hud voted against president 
and 17 ballots were spoiled. 
Turnout was also 99.^ per 
cent. 

"Humanitarian love and re- 
spect for their leader compel- 
led people to participate, cou- 
pled with faith that he will lead 
his people into prosperity and 
happiness." Mr. Dodonov 
said. 

The win means Mr. Niyazov. 
elected president with 99.5 per 
cent of the vote in (992. may 
remain in power until the year 
2002 and bypass a constitution- 
al requirement that presidents 
must be reelected every five 
years. 

Mr. Niyuzov, a .S;t>yeur-old 
ex-Communist Party boss, has 
gained genuine popul.^rity 
among his people for funding a 
magnanimous welfare state 
from increased revenues from 
gas exports since independence 


in 1991. 

Electricity, water and gas 
cost nothing for this countn'‘s 
4.2 million people and bread* is 
set to become free from 1996. 


Concurrently president, 
prime minister and head of the 
only legal party. Mr. Niyazov 
is known by titles such as 
"chief of the'Turkmen*'. "ihc 
first hero of Turkmenistan" 
and "the universally acknow- 
ledged leader." 

Streets, schools, farms, the 
world's longest canal, a breed 
of horse and even a city have 
been renamed in his honour. 

But diplomats say comp:iri- 
sons with Soviet dictator Josef 
Stalin arc overblown. 


"Niyazov is no democrat but 
he is genuinely popular and the 
depth of social control in Turk- 
menistan is minute compared 
to the Soviet Union under Sta- 
lin." a foreign diplomat said. 


Hosokawa faces crucial week on reforms 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa, his political future 
in the balance, feces a crucial 
week as a parliamentary vote 
on political refonn looms. 

Mr. Hosokawa's fragile* 
ei^t-group coalititm wanfi to 
put toe anti-corruption pack- 
age to a vote in the uppn 
house Refonn Gommince this 
week before trying to win final 
apptxnral at a fiill bouse ses- 
sion. 

He is expected to win a slim 
majority in the committee but 
the outcome of the Ml house 
vole han^ in the balance. 

Yoshimro Mori, secretary- 
general of the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), said Sunday his party 
was ready for talks with the 
coalition about a compromise. 

But the future of the pack- 
age remains uncertain while 
hfr. Hosokawa fa^ rebellion 
in his own ranks. 

If the prime minister fails to 
enact the reforms by Jan. 29, 
the end of the current 135-day 
sesstoo, the bills will die. 

The (friffle minister hedged 
on cemting to power last Au- 
gust to clean up corrupt politics 


or take political re^nribility 
— a phrase taken to mean he 
would resign or call elections. 

Although the coalition occu- 
pies 131 of the upper house's 
252 seats, there is no guarantee 
it could win a majority. 

According to a survey of 
upper house lawmakers pub- 
li^ed Saturday by the daily 
Mainidii Shimimn, at least five 
members of the coalition's 
dominant Socialist Party would 
cast “no" votes. 

More than 20 other Social- 
ists were lodced in dispute over 
which way to vote, the poll 
showed. 

Tlie Socialist rebels against 
their party leadership say 
ringie-seat districts, a key part 
of the package, would mean 
oblivion for die pany at the 
next election. 

The Socialist leadership 
would make last-di^ efforts 
to persuade discontented 
memben to sui^wrt Nfr. Hoao- 
kawa's reforms, pai^ Stmt- 
ary General wataru Kubo said 
Sunday. 

"Zf the reform bills are re- 
fected t^use of the Socialist 
Party, h will have a grave 
effect on the future of the 


Hosokawa government." he 
told a televised panel 


sion. 

Health Minister Keigo 
Ouchi voiced deep concern 
over the Socialist rebels and 
said it remained to be seen 
whether the bills could pass the 
upper bouse. 

"I heard rumours that there 
are about 15 rebels." he said. 
There are still elements of un- 
certainty and therefore it will 
be a very dose contest." 

Mr. Hosokawa's team re- 
cently launched a behind-the- 
scenes offensive to woo refor- 
mists in the LDP, which lost hs 
38-ycar grip on power in July 
general el^ons. 

'Hw Mainidii poll said there 
were 10 upper house lawmak- 
ers from the LDp who re- 
mained non-committal, bintine 
tat ^ could defy the party 
decision and vote for the re- 
fonn bills. 

Tbe LDP’s Mori said Sunday 
foal party President Yohm 
Kono could meet Mr. Hosoka- 
wa to win concesrions. "We 
are not thinking of getting all 
of our proposals accepted,” 
Mr. Mon told tho televiwd 
panel discussion. 


Lagerfeld 
inaugurates new 
fashion venue 


PARIS (AFP) — Karl Lager- 
feld's haute couture collection 
for Chanel is usually one of the 
glitziest events of the week, 
but Saturday's curtain raiser to 
the spring-summer season 
lacked some of the characteris- 
tic But it was not ro -rlr' 

much the clothes as the veniie ,4' 
which seemed to have a '-4 
dampening effect on the -f ' 
ambiance. Lagerfeld only 
agreed to show in the new 
purpose-built rooms in the / 
Carrousel Du Louvre complex 
adjoining the museum on con- 
dition that he went first. His 
reluctance may have been well- 
placed. 'The bland, concrete, > 
high-tech conference centre T- 
could be anywhere in the ■ ’ 
wrorld. It has neither the gran- 
deur of the chandeliered bal- 
lroom of the Ritz or the dis- 
creet 17th century elegance of 
the Ecole Des Beaux Arts, 
both favourite venues. Since 
haute couture is about dreams 
and luxury, the wisdom of re- 
locating the shows to the prac- 
tical but mundane setting of 
the Carrousel may be ques- 
tionable! Lagerfeld, who with- 
his winter couture collection 
hailed a return to the short 
from the lone, remained with 
micro-minis rat teamed them 
with jackets dipping a few 
centimetres below the hemline 
of the skirt. Chanel signature 
cardigans in tweed finished 
mid-thigh, with single lines of 
little gilt buttons from the cufEs 
to the elbow, or a double set of 
pockets, sometimes edged with 
satin ribbon, as aderraent. 
Skimpier versions — like a 
scarlet tweed bolero trimmed 
with black over matching 
bodice sported by Claudia 
Schiffer — came with baggy 
pants cut on the bias so they 
rode up (he models' legs as 
(hey strode down the catwalk. 
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Elizabeth Taylor 
treated for hip 
ailment 


SANTA MONICA, California 
(AFP) — Actress Elizabeth 
Taylor was being treated at a 
California hospital after aggra- 
vating a chronic hip ailment in 
a fall at her Swiss chateau, a 
hospital official said Saturday.. 
Taylor, 62. was admitted Fri- 
day to St. John's Hospital and 
Health Centre in Santa Moni- 
ca. said ^okesman Gaty. 
Miereanu. The actress has 
fered from a hip ailment since 
falling from a horse during the 
filming of National Velvet iir 
1945. Her publicist was un- 
available for comment. 
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Stolen yachts 
used as ferries 


HONG KONG (R) ~ Three 
luxury yachts stolen- from 
Hong Kong waters last .year 
are now operating as ferries in 
southern China, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. The Sunday 
Morning Post said Li Wai- 
Chung, one of the Hong Kong . 
owners, saw his yacht ^nnon 
VIII and two other stolen 
boats ferrying tourists between 
Guangdong province and two 
islands to the west of Macau. 

The paper published a photo- 
graph of the boat, which it said 
was now renamed and re- 
registered in Guangdong. Mr. 

Li and a friend spent sevett •• 7 
months searching for his unin-- 
sured boat after it was stolen 
from Hong Kong's Causeway: ->* 
Bay U'phoon shelter on June 
15. The Post said Mr. Li had 
also discovered three other 
boats stolen from Hong Kong 1 
and believed sold to wealthy • 'i 
Guangdong businessmen. Nine: r 

luxury boats, including proper- 
ty .and garment tycoon Allan 
Zeman's $2.56 million 
Zee Breeze II. were stolen 
from Hong Kong yacht clubs 
last year. Zhu Entao, head of_ > 
China's Interpol National Cen- “v 
tral Bureau, said iit December- _ 
five stolen craft had been 
traced . : 
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Jackson calls for 
insurance payout 


LONDON (AFP) — Amer- 
ican pop star Michael Jackson 
has filed a £20 million ($30 
million) claim with inaireis 
Lloyd's of London to cover the 
loss of income he incurred 
when he cancelled his Danger- 
ous world tour last month, the 
Suuday Telegraph reported 
here. Jackson, who faces a 
multi-million dollar lawsuit 
from a 13-year-oid boy he 
allegedly molested, pulled out 
of the tour to seek treatment 
for an addiction to painkillers. 
The tour promoters have also 
filed claims for compensation 
with Lloyd's, whose total 
liability could reach £40 million 
$60 million, the paper said. 
Jie German promoters Mama 
Concerts^ and Marcel Avram. 
and their U.S. counterpart 
Pebbles Music Incorporated 
arc also suing Jackson for SIO; 
million in compensation for the 
cancellation.' 
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U.S. Olympic Committee 
to discuss Harding case 



Figore skater Tonya Harding waves to cameramen through her 
car window Jan. 15 as she and her ex-husband JeffGUIooIy drive 
ap to her rural cabin (AFP photo) 


ss hassuf- 
rteni since 
during the 
\ elvei in 
was mi- 
nt 


PORTLAND. Oregon (R) — 
U.S. Olympic offtciais assem- 
bled late Saturday for a meet- 
ing Sunday to discuss the fate 
of figure skating champion 
Tonya Harding as Detroit pro- 
secutors weighed evidence in 
the Januaiy 6 clubbing of her 
rival,. Nancy Kerrigan. 

The Sunday meeting in 
Durham. North Carolina, by 
U.S. Olympic Committee offi- 
cials was previously scheduled 
but it has taken on a new 
urgency in light of the Kerrigan 
beating scandal that has shock- 
ed the world. 

Harding and her former hus- 
band, Jeff Gillooly, huddled 
Saturday with their lawyers, 
who promised to issue a long- 
awaited statement soon. 

Wth Harding's bodyguard 
and two associates charged 
with conspiracy in the attack, 
in which Kerrigan was whack- 
ed in the knee and forced out 
of the national championships, 
it remained unclear when and 
whether more suspects might 
be charged. 

Intense speculation focused 
on Harding and Gillooly after 
a series of news reports alleged 
that two of the suspects already 
charged in the case have impli- 
cated them to authorities. 

Harding and Gillooly, who 
divorced in August and then 
reconciled, have denied any 
involvement. But they have 
offered few words for the 
scores ..of reporters and televi- 
sion crew members, who have 
descended ori'Pbrtfand to^folrv 
low a tale that has fhe sporting. ; 
world in an uproar a month 
before, the Winter Olympics. 

The Olympic committee was 
not expected to take any action 
over the weekend regarding 
Harding's place on the figure 
skating team — which also 
includes Kerrigan — which will 
compete next month in Lille- 
hammer, Norway. 

In Detroit, investigators ^nt 
the case to the Wayne County 
prosecutor's office For consid- 
eration of separate Michigan 
assault charges,. Detroit deputy 
police chief Benny Napoleon 
said a decision is expected as 
early as Tuesday. 

He declined to comment on 
how many people might be 
charged but told NBC's ‘To- 
day’ show Saturday, “To my 


knowledge, there is no evi- 
dence to implicate Harding." 

Harding bodyguard Shawn 
Eckardt and suspected 
assailant Shane Siam, both' of 
whom have been charged with 
conspiracy to commit assault, 
have told investigators that 
Harding knew in advance of 
the plot On Kerrigan, accord- 
ing to news reports. 

But a woman who said she 
had been a close friend of 
Eckardt's contradicted that in 
a local television interview and 
said the bodyguard told her 
Gillooly asked him to arrange ' 
the attack “so that Tonya can 
win the Olympics.” 

“The way that I understood 
it was Jeff was doing this for 
Tonya, so he could look better 
in her eyes,'' Sarah Bergman 
told Katu-T.V. 

There were signs of eroding 
support for Harding, whose 
hardscrabble background and 
boisterous lifestyle have won 
her legions of fiercely loyal 
fans but never made her a 
favourite in the elite world of 
competitive figure skating. 

' The Olympic committee said 
in a statement it was in contact 
with law enforcement agencies 
“to monitor the situation as a 
basis for appropriate action." 

“We are concerned about 
issues of sportsmanshio as well 
as the potential of (fisrop^ 
elements within the U.S. de- 
legation at the games," USOC 
'Prteident Leroy Walker said. 

.I.W CMiire Ferguson, president^ 
Of th'e Ills. Figuira Skatmgn 
'Association, which has jurist ' 
diction over Olympic skaters, 
said it would bar Harding only 
if evidence showed she were 
involved in the plot on Kerri- 
gan. 

But Ferguson said she would 
not try to dissuade Harding if 
she were to decide to with- 
draw. 

Eckardt, 26. and Derrick 
Smith. 29. were freed on bail 
pending a meeting of a grand 
jury in Portland this week, 
which will decide whether to 
indict them on the felony con- 
spiracy charge. Slant. 22.- 
Smith's nephew, was in federal 
custody in Arizona on a charge 
of unlawful flight. 

Smith is accused of driving 
the getaway car after the 
assault. 



BA^ETBALL ACTION; New VortJ jMeta 

(centre) battles Detroit Pistons Isiah Thomas (left) w 1^17 

tail OB the fiirt half of tbdr game (AIT 


Stangassinger wins World Cup slalom 


Agendas 

THOMAS Stangassinger clin- 
ched his second victory of the 
season and led a 1-2 Austrian 
finish in a men’s World Cup 
slalom race Sunday in Kitz- 
buehel. Austria. 

Stangassinger. 28, also 
seized the lead in World Cup 
Slalom standings by picking up 
1(X) points for his victory. 

Thomas Sykora, who was 
fiffth after the first run, shot 
past the 59 gates on the Gans- 
lem couise in the second heat 
to finish second. 

Alberto Tomba of Italy 
skied aggressively in the 
second run but could not im- 
prove on the third-place finish 
he' held after the first nm. 

Still, it was Tomba’s best 
race in a week. Tomba, the 
only Alpine skier to win con- 
secutive Olympic gold medals, 
had failed to complete his last ' 
three races. He had won two 
slaloms eariier in the season. 

The Italian superstar will be 
shooting for a fourth gold med- 
al next month at the Winter 
Games in Ullehammer. Nor- 


way. Tomba won the gjant 
slalom Olympic titles in 1988 
and 1992, and the slalom gold 
medal in 1988. 

“I charged my batteries for 
Lillehammer.” Tomba said. 

Tomas Fogdoe of Sweden, 
the World Cup slalom cham- 
pion, who was second after the 
first heat, had an error-filled 
second run and dropped to 
fourth. 

Stangassinger, who had a big 
lead in the previous slalom in 
Kranjska Gora, Slovenia, one 
week ago, only to fall in the 
second run, made no mistakes 
this time. He posted an aggre- 
gate time of one minute, 37.85 
seconds to win the season’s, 
sixth slalom. 

“It's always special to win 
here before so many Austrian 
fans," said Stangassinger, who 
has been battling a flu. It was 
his fourth career World Cup 
victory. 

Stangassinger won the sea- 
son's opening slalom in the 
United States at Park City, 
Utah, in November, and was 
second in Stoneham, Canada. 


and Sestricre. Italy, also in 
November. 

Marc Girardelli of Luxem- 
bourg, the defending World 
champion who is seeking a 
record sixth overall title, strad- 
dled a gate halfivay into the 
first run and was eliminated. 

Girardelli, who finished 
second in Saturday’s downhill, 
missed an opportunity to pick 
up combination points. Sun- 
day's slalom and the dowrihill 
counted for the season's first 
combination, a paper race that 
combines the results of the two 
races. 

Lasse Kjus of Norway won 
the combination and picked up 
100 points. 

Another Norwegian, Kjetil- 
Andre Aamodi, finished 
second in the combination, 
earned 80 points and extended 
his overall lead over Guenther 
Mader of Austria. 

Stangassinger’s victory com- 
pleted a good weekend for the 
Austrian men. following Pat- 
rick Ordieb's win in Saturday's 
downhill. 


Bulls beat Rockets 


CHICAGO (R) — The Chica- 
go Bulls keep on proving there 
is life after Michael Jordan. 

Scottie Pippen scored 2S 
points and grabbed 12 re- 
bounds as the Bulls won their 
pth straight home game, beat- 
ing the struggling Houston 
Rockets 82-76 Saturday. 

Pippen, who scored five of 
his ^ints in the last five mi- 
nutes, also had six assists. 

B.J. Armstrong added 15 
points and Bill Wennington 
chipped in 1 1 points and seven 
retounds for the Bulls, who 
improved to 14-2 at home. 

Hakeem Olajuwon, who 
poured in a season-high 45 
points in a loss at Washington 
Thursday, led Houston with 29 
points. He was the only Rocket 
in double figures. 

Houston is now 6-6 since 
opening the season with a blaz- 
ing 22-1 start. The Bulls im- 
proved to 19-4 after a 4-7 start. 

The Bulls (23-11) are only 
one g^e behind last “year's 
championship pa5ie • despite 
Jordanli reairefoerrt’ju^'blsfore 
the season’s start. «'!»" •■■■ 

At Indiana, Reggie Miller 
scored 26 points and Antonio 
Davis scored seven of his 14 in 
the decisive fourth quarter as 
the Pacers snapped the Atlanta 
Hawks' seven-game winning 
streak 94-91. 

Indiana, which also snapi^d 
a 14-game Hawks winning 
streak when it dealt them their 
only home loss of the season 
16. has won four of its last 
five games. 

kevin Willis had 28 points- 
and 16 rebounds to pace Atlan- 
ta, which is still the best in the 
eastern conference at 24-8. 
Dominique Wilkins added 23 
points. 

In Dallas, the Mavericks set 
the NBA record for most con- 
secutive home losses by suffer- 
ing their 17th straight defeat at 
Reunion Arena, 104-87 to the 
San Antonio Spurs. 

David Robinson and Terry 
Cummings each scored 20 
pooints to lead the Spurs. 

The Mavs broke a 
consecutive-home-loss record 
they shared with Orlando. Ear- 
lier this season, they tied the 
1972-73 Philadelphia 76ers for 


consecutive losses in a season 
with 20. 

Jamal Mashbum scored a 
game-hi^ 26 for Dallas, which 
lost its ninth in a row to fall to a 
league-worst 2-32, 0-17 at 
home. The Spurs won their 
10th in their last 11 games. 

In Oeveland, Gerald Wil- 
kins and Brad Daugherty 
scored 20 points apiece and the 
Cavaliers held the Philadelphia 
76ers to eight points in the 
second quarter en route to a 
110*67 win. 

The 67 points scored by Phi- 
ladelphia was a franchise low 
and the fewest ever allowed by 
a Cavalier squad. 

The NBA record for fewest 
pointe in a quarter is four, set 
by 'Sacramento against the 
Lakers in 1987, and the record 
for a game is 57. set by Mil- 
waukee against Boston in 
1955. 

Clarence Weacherspoon 
scored' 18 points to lead Phiily. 

scored‘'!S’lpoints''3uTd’ newly 
acquired Derek Harper keyed 
an 18-2 fourth-quarter run that 
led the Knicks to a 97-88 vic- 
tory over the Detroit Pistons. 

Harper scored 18 points as 
New York won its fourth 
straight game and handed De- 
troit its 12th consecutive loss 
— the Pistons’ longest losing 
streak since they dropped a 
club-record 14 in a row in 
1979-80. 

Charles Oakley collened 12 
points and 12 rebounds for the 
Knicks. , , ^ 

Terry Mills scored 21 points, 
Joe Dumars added 18 and Isiah 
Thomas had 14 for Detroit. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored 16 of his 25 points in the 
first half as the Supersonics 
raced out to a IS-point half- 
time lead en route to a 97-78 
victory over the Miami Heat. 

The win snapped a rwo- 
game losing streak for Seattle, 
whidi has the league's best 
record at 27-5, and extended 
Miami’s losing streak to four. 

The Sonics' stifling defence 
forced 20 Miami turnovers. 

Steve Smith scored 15 points 
to lead the Heat. 


VACANCY 

Well-established leading company seeks qual- 
ified young female typist English/Arabic. 

CVS to P.O.BOX 910002 — 
Luweibdeh, Amman - Jordan 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem stan- 
dard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on Jan. 29. and will last for 16 weeks. 
The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday - Wednesday. 
Those interested please call at the language 
centre for registration during the week prior to 
the beginning of the course. 


Everton 
end dismal 
streak with 
6-2 rout 

LONDON (R) — Tony Cottee 
hit a hat-trick as Everton, with 
only one point and two goals in 
tbdr previous seven premier 
league games, marked new 
manager Mike Walker’s debut 
iritb a crashing 6-2 win over 
Swindon Saturday. 

Manchester United retained 
their 13-point lead at the top 
with a 1-0 win at Tottenham, 
Welsh striker Mark Hughes 
scoring his 12th goal of the 
season four minutes after the 
interval. 

England’s Alan Shearer 
took & overall tally to 22 with 
both goals, one in each half, as 
second-placed Blackburn Rov- 
ers, who have two games in 
band, kept in toodi with the 
champions with a 2-1 win at 
Sheffield United. ' 

United had Alan Cork and 
Call Bradshaw sent off in the 
final quarter of an hour, both 
their second bookable off- 
ences. 

Two Binningham Gty play- 
ers were also shown the 
card at Watford as their side 
crashed to a 5-2 defeat in the 
first divirioo, although their 
nine men pulled back two late 

g^. 

At Everton. new mana^r 
Walker got a standing ovation 
b^re the start. Striker Cottee 
contributed two goals in the 
last six minutes after bottom 
club Swindon, down to 10 
men, bad pulled back to 2r2 
with two goals in six minutes in 
the second half. 

Swindon had striker Andy 
Mutch sent off in the 51st 
'minute for retaliating after a 
foul by John Ebbrell, scorer of 
Everton’s opening goal in the 
• fourth minute. 

Arsenal's 0-0 draw at Man- 
chester Gty, their axtb game 
without conceding a goal, left 
them three points behind 
Blackburn in turd place on 45. 
Blackburn have 48 and Man- 
chester United 61. 

Former West Ham star Git- 
tee put Everton two up in the. 
42nd minute and they sat on 
foeir lead after Swindon were 
reduc^ to 10 men, allowing 
John Moncur and Welsh inter- 
national Paul Bodin to level 
the score after an hour. 

Defender Gary Ableti res- 
tored Everton’s lead in the 71st 
minute, ramming home the re- 
bound after Matthew Jackson 
had headed against the bar. 

Cottee completed his second 
hat-trick of the season with an 
89th-minute penalty as Swin- 
•don conceded another three 
goals in the final six minutes. 
Peter ~BAk^rie ended the rout 
with an injury-time, header. . 
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Date defeats Fernandez? wins 
New South Wales Open 


SYDNEY (R) — Kimiko Date 
won her fii^ major singles title 
outside Japan Sunday when 
she upset American Mary Joe 
Feraandez 6-4 6-2 in the 
women's final at the New 
South Wales Open. 

Date’s two {mvious career 
victories came in the 1992 and 
1993 Japan opens. Her unex- 
pected success on a hot day at 
udihe city was the hi^ilight of 
tbe 23-year-oJd*s career. 

It was never a classic final 
and Fernandez, an impressive 
semifinal winner over Gabriela 
Sabatini, was a big disappoint- 
ment after taking an early 3-0 
lead in the first seL 

The delighted Date’s reward 
was a cheque for $^,000, 
$18,000 more than Pete Sam- 
pras received for winning 
Saturday’s men’s final. The 
women’s event has a higher 
rating on tbe WTA tour dian 
its miale coonterpait has in the 
ATP calendar. 

Date’s win confirmed the 
rinng profile of Japanese players 
in Aostralia following her com- 
patriot Mana Endo’s success in 
tbe Tasmanian Open earlier in 
foe weekend. 

The champion’s limited 
knowledtt of Australian tennis 
history, however, was exposed 
after the prize-giving cere- 
mony. Asked if she enjoyed 
meeting ex-diampioo Evonne 
Cawley, formerly Gooia^mg, 
who presented her with tte 
trophy. Date confessed she 
had never heard of her. 

Speaking via an interpreter, 
she riso revealed she would be 
putting foe biggest cheque of 
her career strai^t into a de- 
posit aocoont and was hoping 
for more success in Mel- 
bourne. 

In the opening games, 
however, such a scenario 
looked unlikely as Date’s 
almost embarrassing early 
attempts to voH^ at foe net 
he4>ed give Fernandez an in- 
stant advantage. 

Hie American world num- 
ber seven was two breaks up 
wnhin minutes, allowing Date 
just six peunts, and even slip- 
ped in a couple of aces on her 
way to a 4-2 lead. 

At that point, however, her 
game fell apan for no obvious 
reason, allowing Daze to reel 
off four games in. a row and 
take foe set in 47 minutes. 

Fernandez instantly broke 
her opponent's serve at tbe 
start of tbe second set but 
•again it proved a fttlse dawn. 



y rariinn Date 

Date, stiU mixing the oocarion- 
al dramatic' mishit into her 
steady baseline game, won six 
of foe last seven games and 
hustled to victory in 84 mi- 
nutes. 

“I made too many unforced 
errors,” Fernandez admitted. 
“She just seemed not to mairw 
too many mistakes and forced 
the game.” 

Date, seeded fifth and rank- 
ed 13fo in the world, 


seems to respond positively to 
playing bi^er-rated players. 
She conceded only nine games 
in total during wins this week 
over Fernandez and world 
number four Conchita Mar-* 
tinez. 

Fernandez and Australian 
men’s player Sandon StoUe la- 
ter presented a cheque for over 
$23,000 to Sydney’s bushfire 
appeal on behalf of the tourna- 
ment and players. 



YOUNG FEMALE FOR UNIQUE 
ITAUAN ICECREAM SHOP FOR 
( MANAGMENT & SALES)CALL 

689922 


THE SPANISH EXHIBITION 



We are pleased to announce to our clients that we have received 
a shipment of Spanish blankets (DSUvIoroi 
different sizes, colours and designs. 

Amman: Prince Mohammad Streep Tel. 63ZQ22, P.O.B 0 X 183519 


Wm advlM you to visit 
Al Dalai EstabHshmeiit 
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^ Inside the Forte Grand Hotel A 

« For InformatiOTipthe price of an 
ombroldsrsd cushion Is JD 
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* DUTY UN - PAID . Mitsubishi Colt G.T.I 

• 16 valves - 1989 White colour . GOLF spicifications . very 

good shape . PRICE : 6 5 0 0 S oegotiaew > if interested call , 
TUT ■•8^6 69 nSAFECAR CENTER- UNIVERflTY^O^ 
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Daryl Hannah — in 

SPLASH 

Stews: 12:30. 3:30. 0:15. 8:30. 10:.30 

11 a.m. special show for children Thur., Fri. 

Sat, and Sun. 

nhua dragons 


rifisai 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 

Madonna in ■ 

A_L«ague Of Th eir Own 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. Ki:.30 

CONCORD <2* 
ASSASSIN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:15 

Arabic play “Hi America” at 8:30 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 


Amr Diyab, Omar Shari! and Yusra 
in 

Laugirter, Play, Seriousness and 

Love 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. SM. 6:30, R;30, 10:30 p.m. 


TW.: 675571 


HebB Ai HUMhtBi Thartra 


presents a play entitled; 

ALIlm Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abaer Isst, Oaoud Jalaiei. Has- 
sen Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
addition to other comedians 

Every ni^ at ^9 
TIekeli are seM eK day 




Nabll & hlj^aifTs ™.; 62515S( 

AHLAN TaHATUB 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Sniamit Cemfer- 
ence (piay) 

daly at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 







NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. re&;Iy to help Mideast peace process 


Israelis a".ack Arab suspects in court 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Relatives of two Israeli 
teenagers killed in an Arab guerrilla attack pounced on three 
manacled Palestinian suspect's in a Jerusalem court on Sunday, 
radio reports said. Israeli guards inter/ened and the defen- 
dants, one of them bleeding, were rushed out of the 
courtroom. The judge postponed the murder trial for three 
weeks and warned the families against further disturbances, 
radio reporters who witnessed the incident said. Court officials 
declined to comment on the attack against Abdul Jawad 
Shamasna. Mohammad Shamasr.a. ibrahim Shamasna, mem- 
bers of the mainstream Fateh faction. They are charged with 
killing four Israeli-s. Among their alleged victims were Lior 
Tubul, 17 and Ronen Naramani. IS. whose deaths in 1990 
ignited several days of riots and revenge attacks in which one 
Arab was killed. 


Israeli gunbesvs vjOurd i.ebanese fisherman 


TYRE, Lebanon (Ft.') — israe': iionboats opened machinegun- 
fire on a number of fishing off &uth Lebanon on 

Sunday, wounding one fisherman, security sources said. They 
said the Israeli gunboats opencv:- fire at the vessels off the 
coastal village of Qiayieh, eight !si!v>metres south of the port 
town of Tyre. The wounded fssheman was taken to a hospital 
in Tyre. Israeli boats, which often patrol the southern 
Lebanon coast to stop seaborne guerrilla raids on northern 
Israel, imposed a twoweek ban bic last year on fishing in the 
Tyre area. 


Iran releases reHgioiiis deader 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Iran said Sunday it had released a Christian 
religious leader frem jail but denied allegations that he had 
been sentenced to death for apostasy. Tne Islamic Republic 
News Agency said Mehdi Debadj had been freed on bail 
pending s court investigation or charges that were not 
disclosed. Earlier this month, the U.S. State Department 
called on Iran to release Mr. Debadj. who was believed to be 
on death row because of his conversion from Islam. Mr. 
Debadj was described as a minister in the Evangelical 
Assemblies of God Church. 


Thai officials to visit Libya 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai officials are due to visit Thai 
workers in Libya early next wee!; to sur\*cy their conditions 
and see if there is a need for more labour there, a news report 
said Sunday. Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi in 
NovemtHcr threatened to expel as many as 10,000 Thai workers 
from his countn* for Thailand's alleged support of U.S. 
charges that Lit^'a was producing chemical weapons. Thai 
workers were reportedly expelled from Libya, but it was 
denied by Thai Deputy- Prime Minister Goonchu Rojanastien 
when he met with a Libyan diplomat here in November. The 

. . I .. 


Sharjah bans single women at hotels 


Lebanon's currency reserve quadrupled 


BEIRL^T (AP) — Prime Minister Rafik Hariri said Saturday 
Lebanon's foreign currency reserves rose from S450 million to 
about $2 billion in 14 months. Mr. Hariri told reporters the 
rise in treasury coffers was used to strengthen the nation's 
currency, which now rates 1,700 Lebanese pounds to the 
dollar, 'ne pound rated 2.S00 to the dollar when Mr. Hariri 
took office Oct. 31. 1992. Mr. Hariri, a self-made business 
tycoon who has vowed to lift Lebanon from the ashes of its 
1975-1990 civil war, is b,icked by Syria. Lc'oanon's main power 
broker, and Saudi Arabia. I'ne .•‘.raf* World's richest country. 
His remarks were made in answer to questions about the 19^ 
budget his government in:end.<i to put before the Lebanese 
parliament tc accelerate the process of post*war reconstTuc> 
tion. “*nie:e are no apprehensions in announcing the new 
budget because the treasury is no^v relatively prosperous." 
Mr. Hariri said. Tlie government says it needs S4.4 billion to 
start the reconstruction oroces.'^. which would cost SIO billion 


altogether. By United Na;;?ns o3unts. Lebanon stt^ained S25 
billion worth of destruction during the 1975-1990 civil war. 


Canadian official ;4t9ets Palestinians 


DAMASCUS tR) — Cruada's top diplomat in the Middle 
East had talks with tw ' .',>.!cstinian leaders opposed to the 
autonomy deal with Isra, i . Paicstinian officials and diplomats 
said. Marc Perron, ossis.' i deputy minister for Africa and the 
Middle ^l. had separa . meetings on Saturday with George 
Habash. leader of the rular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and N. if Hawaimsh. leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Libr.ation of Palestine (DFLP). Diplo- 
mats said the talks were the first public contact between a 
Western official and Palestinian hardliners. A PFLP spokes* 
man said the talks, held .at Mr. Perron's request, dealt with 
efforts to find a solution to ;hs Palestinian problem. "Habash 
reiterated the PFLP's rejection of the Goza-Jehcho plan 
because it did not respond to the minimum rights of the 
Palestinian people." the spckesmiin said. He said Dr. Habash 
"urged Canada to press Israel tc respond to U.N. resolutions 
whiS constitute a basis for any solution...'' 
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GENEV.A (.AFPf — U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
reaffirmed in a meeting with the Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad that t'lc United Nations wus ready to help push forward 
the Mid. last peace process, his spokeswoman said Sunday. 
‘Thercse ual ^.^id Dr. Ghali told Mr. .Assad in a meeting in 
Geneva Ic ' 'urday that the United Nations was ready to 
help (I askt do so by the Arab and Israeli partners in the 
search for , .cc. Mr. Assad, who was accompanied by 
Foreign Mir.::'er Farouk Al Shoraa. voiced his support for the 
world" body and its secretary general, according to Ms. 
Gastaut. *rhc meeting was the first between Mr. Assad and a 
U.N. secretnry general since 1984, when Javier Perez de 
Cuellar visits .. Damascus. 


Iraq seeks .help to end sanctions 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali Sunday 
met with Iraqi deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz for talks 
on Jordanian-lraqi relations, 
officials said. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Aziz, who arrived here Satur- 
day, was seeking Jordanian in- 
tervention with Washington to 
end the international sanctions 
imposed against his country 
following its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

No official comment was 
available on the Majali-Aziz 
talks, which were attended by 
other ministers. Officials who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity said the meeting covered a 
broad review of Jordanian- 
lraqi relations. 

But according to the di- 
plomatic sources. Mr. Aziz 
wanted to request Jordan to 
raise the issue of the sanctions 
during the Jan. 21 meeting at 
the White House between His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
President Bill Clinton. 

“Iraq has met all the re- 
quirements of the U.N. resolu- 
tions" related to the Gulf war 
ceasefire in March and April 
1991, and. "as such, Iraq be- 
lieves that the sanctions should 
be removed as soon as possi- 
ble." said a diplomatic sources. 


but The plans appealed to have 
been called off. 

Instead. Iraq is focusing on 
facilitating the mission of U.N. 
weapon experts* mission in its 
soil with a view to securing a 
dean certificate in February or 
early March to be presented to 
the Security Council with a 
request that the sanctions be 
lifted at the next round of the 
review of the embargo. 

Mr. A^'s talks with Dr. 
Majali followed the renewal of 
an agreement under which Iraq 
supplies Jordan's oil needs. 
The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Saturday that the agree- 
ment. signed by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Walid Asfour and Iraqi Oil 
Minister Safa Hadi Jawad. co- 
vered a broad range of coop- 
eration in the oil industry. No 
Jordanian confirmation of the 
INA report was available. 
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A DEAL: SjTian Presideiit Hafez AI Assad (left) Pf*®** ^ < 5 eiieva on Sunday (AFP 

and U.S. President Bill Clinton shake hands pn®fo» 


Grid-link talks 


Thai delegation's visit is due to begin Tuesday, the Thai- 
language dmly Matichon said. It will be led by the Labour and 
Social Welfare Ministry's deputy permanent-secretary, Pra- 


song Rananand, and the deputy director of the employment 
service department, Wong Chantong. Two hundred • Thai 
workers left Libya shortly after CcS. Qadhufi's threat, but they 
had readied the end of their contrac'iS and were not expelled. 


DUBAI (R) — Sharjah, considered the most consen*afivc of 
the United Arab Emirates, has banned tourists and prohibited 
single women from renting rooms in an apparent bid to stem a 
tide of unwelcome visitors. The Sharjah newspaper AI Khaleej 
said on Sunday the government, which applies strict Islamic 
laws, stopped issuing tourist visas from Jan. IS. No reason was 
given. Sharjah residents have reported a rise in the crime rate 
and say that some single women who go there engage in 
prostitution because hotels are cheaper than in booming 
Dubai next door. Hundreds of Russians and dtizens of other 
former Soviet republics fly to Sharjah each week on charter 
flights. Most buy cheap electronic goods to sell back home at 
double the price. Some women have been found engaged in 
prostitution but many of those regularly chased out of the 
emirate come from the Indian subcontinent or poorer Arab 
countries like Egypt. Tne Sharjah government earlier thb 
week banned single women from renting hotel rooms or 
furnished apartments and said women should be accompani^ 
by husbands or a male relative. Newspapers also said that a 
Sharjah appeals court on Saturday sentenced three men to 
death for drug smuggling, the first such sentence in the UAE 
against drug traffickers, llicy said the Pakistani men, two of 
whom were sentenced in absentia, had been accused of 
smuggling more than three tonnes of hashish and half a kilo of 
heroin. 


"It is a straight-forward 
move and Mr. Aziz's talks in 
Amman come In the context of 
the international efforts ex- 
erted by Iraq to end the sanc- 
tions," added the source. 
There was no immediate word 
on how Jordan was responding 
to the Iraqi request. 

Dr. Maj^i and Royal Court 
(Thief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
as well os several other mem- 
bers of the Cabinet are ex- 
pected to leave for Washington 
Tuesday to join King Hussein 
in his meeting with President 
Gimon. 

Jordan has repeatedly in- 
vited internettenai attention to 
the suffering of Iraqi people, 
.particularly children and the 
clderiy, who j.-u ret victims of 
the sanctions, which have dep- 
rived the cour.irj* of external 
revenues to pay for its people’s 
needs. 

*016 U.N. Security Council is 
expected to hold a periodic 
review of the .ssnetioav on 
Tuesday, but it is not expected 
to lift the embargo ter at least 
another six months — a period 
that U.N. sanctions enforce- 
ment offidais say is needed to 
ensure that iong-ie:m monitor- 
ing of Iraqi weapon develop- 
ment programme in place. 

• Mr. Aziz was oripnaiiy sche- 
duled to be in New York for 
consultations with Security 
Council members this week. 


Dr. Asfour, who began a 
visit to Baghdad last w*eek, is 
also attending a meeting with 
the energy ministers of Iraq. 
Egypt and Turkey on coopera- 
tion in electricity generation 
and supply. 

The meeting, whidi began in 
the Iraqi capital on Saturday, is 
expecu^ to produce technical 
agreements that will have the 
way for linking the power grids 
of the four countries at a cost 
of S450 million. 

The meeting is expected to 
produce technical agreements 
that will enable the four coun- 
tries working in earnest on a 
$450 million project. 

The five countries signed 
cooperation protocols in Am- 
man last year to push ahead 
with the project, which will rtot 
violate U.N. sanctions as it is 
not expected to be im- 
ilementcd in Iraq until the end 

f the decade. 

Zaki Lida, Syria's electririty 
chief, said fondtng was not n 
problem as Kuwait-based Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development and the Jcdcab- 
bastfd Islamic Development 
Bank had pledged to finance 
the project”. 

Hassari Mahmoud Sceeu. 
Egypt's electricity under- 
secretary, said encigy mints* 
ters of the five countries plan- 
ned lo meet in Egypt in April 
TO put the lost touches to the 
mutual aegreemenu:. 

He said Egypt and Jordan 
were already working on link- 
ing up (Itcir two couniric.s’ 
power nerworki.. Ho said he 
hoped the agreements wxnild 
'oc fully irspiemented by i997. 

The project's economic 
viability ls based cn an esti- 
mated $2 to $3 billion savings 
in annual electricity generation 
costs after its expected inau- 
curution m I99S. 


French 
in Algeria 
mourn 
murdered 


Rabin raps Beilin for 
criticising Golan colonies 


woman 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
France closed diplomatic 
offitts in Algeria Sunday in 
mourning for a Frendt consu- 
- lar ivorkcr killed by gunmen in 
a parking lot in central Alger- 
ia. 

Sunduy u* a normal working 
day in the country, embroiled 
In a two-year-old revolt by 
Islamic fundamentalists trying 
to topple the military-installed 
government. 


The French high school was 
to remain closed Monday. The 
consulate's visa section 
reopens Wednesday. 

Marie .Afri. 45, a part-time 
worker in the visa section, was 
sliot and killed vrith two bullets 
to tile liead Saturday between 
the coavuiatc and the state-run 
great mrsque. 

Mrv. Afrr was the 25th fore- 
igner tn be killed since Iasi 
September, when gunmen 
Started turning fiicir sights on 
foreigners, who arc key lo the 
oil-biscO economy. 

On? group haJ warned all 
foreign nationals to leave the 
country or face death. 
Tnou-sands of dependants and 
non-e*;*>cmia) woykers for oil 
o'fnp^nics and d’.plomaiic inis- 
.vions iiave fled. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Sunday rapped Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister "Yossi Beilin for 
criticising Israeli settlements 
on the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Beilin suggested on Fri- 
day that some of the Jewish 
settlements on the Heights, 
seized from Syria in 1967 and 
"annexed" in 1981. could be 
placed under Syrian sovereign- 

ty- 

‘^‘Thesc are not intelligent 
remarks." Mr. Rabin told the 
weekly cabinet meeting, refer- 
ring TO Mr. Beilin's statement. 

Mr. Beilin said he was “con- 
vinced that it was a mistake to 
create these settlements on the 
Golan or in other territories 
after the war of June 1967." 

“But they exist today and we 
can't just wipe them off the 
map." he said. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid supported Mr. Beilin on 
Sunday, saying his views were 
hacked bv most memben: of 


the covemment. 


"For 20 years people like me 
have been saying the settle- 
ments are a mistake, because 
thev ore on'^obstacle on the 
path to peace,." Mr. Sarid rold 
reporters. 

On Saturday. Mr. Sarid said 
Israel would have to give up its 


sovereignty over the Golan 
Heists if Syria offered total 
peace, with diplomatic rela- 
tions, the opening of borders 
and detailed security arrange- 
ments. 

Some 12.000 Jews live in 33 
settlements on the Golan, 
which is home also to 16,000 
Dnize. 

Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad held talks with U.S. 
President Bill Ginton in Gene- 
va on Sunday aimed at break- 
ing the deadlock in the bilater- 
al Middle East peace talks. 

Hundreds of Jewish settleis 
marked the summit by setting 
fire to tyres and blocking a 
crossroads in protest at a possi- 
ble Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

They shouted "we won’t 
come down from the Golan" as 
police broke up the demonstra- 
tion near the town of Katzerin 
and made arrests. 

The demonstrators accused 
Mr. Rabin of betraying a pre- 
election pledge in 1992 not to 
give up the Heights. 

Police and demonstrators 
exchanged blows when the 
police tried to push them to tpt 
side of a road near KaJzerin. 

"Of course the tension is 
rising here," Eli Malka, head 
of the Golan settlements coun- 
cil. told reporters. 


Libyan suspects could 
go on trial at the Hague 


No real let-up seen in 


Afghan power battle 


Mn. Afri. a rnetber of three, 
A«is tMi2rr icU to an Aigcri.'in 
and had lived here since 1975. 

The Fir.*:ch foreign ministry 
has condemned the crime us 
"odious," .Amhns.sador Ber- 
nard Kessedjian asked Prime 
Minister. Rcbdn M:ilck. lo find 
the killers and put (hem on 
trial. 

Mv»rc than 2.000 people 
have been 'Killed in the revoti. 
sparked by an army coup that ' 
caitccUed Al^^a's first free 
legislative elections, which 
Muslim fundamcnlalists were 


KABLT. (Agende-s) — Resi- 
dents of this bomb-bcttcTcd 
capital cautiously left base- 
ments and makeshift shelters 
Sunday morning, taking 
advantage of a lull in factional 
fighting to stoc‘< up on food 
and fuel. 

But the respire was short- 
lived. Witnesses said jets re- 
turned to the skies in the early 
afternoon, bombing the Bala- 
hisar Fort on the southern out- 
skirts of the city, a stronghold 
of Uzbek warlord Rashid Dos- 


tum. 

The latest round of fighting 
began New Year's Day when 
forces loyal to General Dos- 
tum and Prime Minister Gul- 


buddin Hekmutyar tried to 
topple President Burhonuddin 
Rabbani. 

It appears Mr. Rabbani has 
been able to hold on to most 
government buildings and the 
country's strategic military 
sites. 

But the capital has taken a 
beating. Tens of thousands of 
residents have fied the dty, 
becoming stranded in poorly- 
supplied camps in the biner 
cold outside Jalalabad, about 
2n0 kilometres ea.st. 

Entire neighbourhoods in 
Kabul have been reduced to 
rubble. Most people who re- 
mained in the city crowd 
together in tiny shelters. 


Winning. 

Most of (he dead have bcci 
police, solihers and suspcclcu 
Islamic militants. But gunmen 
have recently turgetted fore- 
igners. oKiauK. intellectuals 
and journalists opposed to fun- 
damentalism. 

Mrs. Afn's funeral was held 
Sunday af(enic>on in the AI 
Alia ccmctcrv in the southeast 
of the capital . French sources 
said. Her husband called for 
the ceremony lo be held within 
24 hours of her death in line 
with local custom. 

Mrs, .Afri w’.7s a native of 
Mirecoun. in the Vosges rc- 
^on of eastern France, and her 
parents still live there. 


EDINBURGH (R) — Two 
Libyans accused of blasting an 
American airliner out of the 
sky over Lockerbie. Scotland 
five years ago with the loss of 
270 lives could be tried in the 
Netherlands, one of their 
lawyers said on Sunday. 

Alaslair Duff said defence 
lawyers were meeting in Gene- 
va to discuss a compromise 
worked out between British 
and Libyan government inter- 
mediaries. 

He said he could not attend 
because of a high court trial in 
Glasgow but would fly to 
Genevit as soon as possible. 

The phin provides for Abdul 
Baset All Mohfimmad AI Mcg- 
rahi and Al Amin Khalifa Fhi- 
mah to be tried at the Hague, 
scat of the International Court 
of Justice. 


Lcgjwell told Scotland on Sun- 
day newspaper." I am satisfied 
the principles of Scots law 
would be acceptable." 

The reports said Britain's 
Foreign Office had indicated 
its provisional approval, but a 
spokesman said this was not 
the case. "The two suspects 
should be surrendered for trial 
in Scotland or the United 
States.'’ he said. 


Mr. Duff said the plan would 
require some modification of 
Scottish legal procedure, which 
provides for a jury in cases of 
murder and does not encom- 
pass a panel of judges. 


The trial would be under 
SeoLs law and Scottish proce- 
dure. but with an international 
panel of judges instead of a 
jury. The panel would be 
headed by u Scottish judge. 

Media reports said defence 
lawyers hud provisionally 
ii'i^rovcd the plan. 

"In principle we would say 
yes." Libyan lawyer Ibrahim 


"1 have said for some time 
that if the Scottish and Amer- 
ican authorities want a trial 
they will have to be more 
flexible." Mr. Duff told Reu- 
ters on Sunday. 

"If this reported plan is a 
sign of that flexibility then I 
would welcome it." he added. 


Britain and the United 
States have insisted the ac- 
cused must surrender for trial 
in Scotland or America. Tough 
United Nations sanctions have 
been imposed on Libya for its 
refusal to hand them over. 


Somali clan elders reach peace agreement 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Elders of Mosedishu's main 
warring clans signed a peace 
agreement Sunday after three 
days of talks aimed at stopping 
renewed factional fighting in 
Mogadishu after U.S. forces 
withdraw. 

The talks brought together 
176 religious leaders and 
“ugascs." or traditional chiefs, 
from the clans o: w.irlord 
Mohammad Farah .Atdeeu and 
his enemy, ssif-styl^d Presi- 
dent Ali Slahdi .Mohammad. 

Several other smaller clans 
were also repre>cmed. 

But the warlords themselves 
did not attend the meeting, 
chaired by .-i prominent Islamic 
lender, the rn*.am of Hirab. 
Mahmoud Omar, re^ercd both 
by General .-^idccd's Habr 
Gedir and Mr. Ali Mahdi's 
Abgal subcian>. 

"Tnis the beginiiinc of a 
pcaceiui set’.lcmjnt :n Somalia 
and Allah wiii support us.*' 


Imam Mahmoud told reponers 
after the agreement. 

The accord, which calls for 
an end to the division of Moga- 
dishu into sectors controlled by 
the two warlords, and the re- 
turn of property looted in the 
civil war, was signed at the Kah 
Hotel in Mr. Ah Mahdi’s north 
Mogadishu enclave. 

"I believe this meeting was 
fruitful because the people are 
fed up with war. Ali Mahdi and 
Aidecd are clansmen and so 
they must follow all the agree- 
ments reached by their dans." 
said the imam, wearing a red- 
and-cold embroidered tunic 
and white lurban with black 
sunglasses. 

Previous peace 3i.cnnh be- 
tween the warlords, however, 
have come to nothing, and 
United Nations-bfokered talks 
in Addis .Ababa broke up with- 
out agreement last month. 

BuT Itcii.in .•Vmbassador 
Mario Scialoja. w'no visiicd tliC 


imam during the talks Sunday, 
cxprcsyjd optimism. 

"I .im confident that this 
agreement between the Habr 
GeJtr -md the .Abgal will lead 
to reconciliation between the 
twv dans," he said before driv- 
ing aw,i\ with an Italian milii- 
ary escort. 

"This could le.id to a politic- 
al .-igrccment.'’ Mr. Sciuloja 
sa:d. "tn another few weeks we 
might reach a breakthrough." 

He stix»ssed that the inccl- 
ing. planned by the imam for at 
ieii'--! three months and partly 
funded hy tlic United Nations. 
b.id involved mi pulttical lead- 
er:.. bill was the first traditional 
g.ithering of .so many iiifluun- 
luii clan c'nieltains in Muga- 
dishu Since faciionul fighting 
erupted .after the l'J91 over- 
throw of dictator Mohammad 
Sisd Barrc. 

rite clan eiders, who s;it 
cross-lcsgcd on carpets during 
the talks' on Thursday. Friday 


and Sunday and exchanged 
Karans al the close of the 
meeting, also agreed lo en- 
force Islamic law (Sharia) 
under which thieves have their 
hands cut off. 

Armed robbery is rife in 
Somsilin, without a govern- 
ment or any authority other 
than the gun or the United 
Nations, which has more than 
25.00(1 peacekeepers in the 
country but has faffed to res- 
tore law and order. 

I'ne agreement also culls for 
a I9.-member committee made 
up of seven representatives of 
each of the two main warring 
clans, and five members from 
(lie smaller fHicilifot group, to 
be formed in seven days to 
draw up a charter of laws. A 
separate 15-member sub- 
committee is to enforce the 


clan-based factions led by Gen. 
Aidccd and Mr. Ali Mahdi. 
particularly over the presence 
of the U.N. troops. 

Gen. Aidccd wants them to 
leave but Mr. Ali Mahdi insists 
they must stay to avert re- 
newed civil war after U.S. 
forces leave in March. 


peace agreement. 

But the elders cautioned that 
bitter political divisions rc- 
Duincd lictwccn (he warring 


The ciders also admitted 
that difficuiiics might arise in 
returning property looted or 
wized dunng the war between 
P®"' . Aidccd and Mr. Ali 
Mahdi that reduced much of 
central Mogadishu to nibble 
before the first American 
troops landed in Dec. 199 ^ 

U N. officials said they had 
dclibcraieU played a behind- 
thc-sccncs role in the clan talks 
because they wanted to lessen 
.suspicions among Gen. 
Aidccd s clansmen who ad 
cused the U.N. of siding 
against them at previous peace 
conferences. 


Clinton dines 
out in Geneva’s 
old town 


GENEVA (R) — President 
Bill Ginton spent the last night 
of his first European tour din- 
ing out with his family at a 
17th-century restaurant in 
Geneva's old town. Mr. Gin- 
ton. on the eve of a meeting 
with Sytian President Hafez Al- 
Assad Sunday to discuss Mid- 
dle East peace, spent more 
than two hours in "Les 
Armures" (The Armours) res- 
taurant. Dressed in a Jacket 
and open-neck plaid shirt. Mr. 
Ginton emerged smiling from 
the restaurant, waving to a 
crowd of about 200 who braved 
the cold night for a glimpse of 
the presid^t. his wife 
and daughter Chelsea.: Mr. 
Clinton then returned to bis 
hotel in the black limousine 
flown over from Washington 
for a week-long trip that has 
included stops in Brussefs,--!^- 
gue. Kiev. .Moscow aodA^k. 
The president ate "chouc- 
route" . a traditional di^ of hm 
cabbage and sausages, and 
drank local draught beer at the 
restaurant, according to stafi 
who served his party of 10. 
"They had a good time and 
laughed a lot." said waitr» 
Michele Blanc. "I wish that all 
of our guests were as easy. He 
wus rather timid. She. Hillary, 
has a lot of class." Hillary and 
Chelsea sampled traditional 
Swiss cheese dishes, fondue 
and raclette (cheese melted 
over boiled potatoes, accom- 
panied by thin, air-dried beef)> 
and drank tea. The whole 
family ordered ice cream de- 
sserts. "Clinton was very nice 
and even relaxed," said waiter 
Pascal Engen. The two-storey 
restaurant is across a nanow- 
lane from the town hall, hear 
Geneva's Protestant cathedral 
where the reformation leader 
John Calvin preached. 


Cartier to hold - ^ 
‘tribute tolndia'^ - 
exhibition 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) —1)16 
House of Cartier is set to oig^ 
nise an exhibition of its historic 
pieces of jewellery In India that 
have been inspired by local 
designs, flora and wildlife, the 
Times Of India said Sunday. 
The displays will include the 
celebrated "Tutti Frulli" 
theme crafted with contrasting 
stones — the rage of turn-of-* 
the-century Europe — as well 
as panther brooches and re- 
versible tiaras, a company offi- 
cial said in Bombay. Louis 
Francois Cartier, the founder 
of the I47-ycar-o!d firm andhis ‘ 
three sons derived many of 
their classical designs from tra- 
ditional Indian patterns. Car- 
tier Joaiiliers representatis'e 
Olaf Van Qeef told the daily. 
The Delhi Durbar of 1911. 
attended by the prince and 
princess of Wales and mem- 
bers of India's numerous erst- 
while royal families, was a par- 
ticularly enriching period, he 
said. 'The fashion house, a 
favourite of several billionaire 
Indian maharajahs who com- 
missioned or bought innumer- 
able pieces of jewellery for 
themselves, their wives and 
mistresses, was to India what 
Fjberge was to Czarist Russia. 
The Indian garland and the 
egret were metamorphosed 
into exquisite diamond- 
studded creations and the 
panther, the company 
trademark, was another Indian 
derivative. Mr. Van Cieef said. 
A tiara for Queen Alexandra 
of Britain was bused on the 
traditional necklaces worn by 
women in the western state ot' 
Gujarat and the Paisley design 
on scarves and neckties was yet 
another local legacy. 


(STOW (AFP) - F 
aBKfliar>' leaders 
^shra-naiionalis 
jtbkEir Zhirinotsk; 
^dK influential i 
aoMnnission. a r 
iitkimi wanted, h 
tiacad the chairm 
i'lrtinreated "geoi 
icoBiHrat}fi. It wi 
clear wh: 
jqiol commission 
ft. Zhirinovsky ai 
baben of the 1 
Party (LDP 
b*fc5*cond largest 
Wefflsn the lower 
•^sfann.alsofailec 
security and d 
^taiy chairtnan 


Man held for 15 
rapes after 
9-year search 


NANTERRE. France (AFP) 
— “ A 4 1 -year-old man has been 
charged with 15 rapes he 
allegedly carried out in a Paris 
suburb during the last nine 
veurs. judiciul officials said 
Saturday. The man, a baggage- 
handler for Air France, was 
charged and held in prison but 
h»^ name was not released to 
protect his three children- 
Police arrested the accused-tn 
the southern suburb of Seeuux 
nut did not reveal how the man 
caught after nine years of 
enquiries. All the victims of 
the rapes were women in thirir 
JK and 30s who lived alone. 
Ifolice W’ere only able to liuk- 
the crimes because the raj^ 
smoked heavily and wore 
doihes that smelt of grease. 
The rapist w.t; believed to ha^'C 
staked out his victims' apart* 
menis before breaking in and 
l.ving in wail. 
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